I

4,.CSACO

Calypso Sub-Aqua Club BSAC 393 Malta

We need to continuously keep
abreast of what is happening
around us, we have to remain
focused and come up with
innovative ideas to continue to
generate interest in our Club.

Times change, inthe good old
days the locals used to frequent
clubs more than they are doing
these days, there are various
reasons for this. More
entertainment establishments
have opened up, a greater
variety of sports disciplines are
being practiced, people wart to
be keep fit and are attending
workouts at gyms, more people
are folloning post secondary
education. All in all these
factors have changed the trend
of howwe make use of our free
time. Attendance at the Club on
Tuesday night is sometimes
well below average, very much
in contrast with the attendance
during weekend activities when
the scenario is quite differert.
We need to look at this problem

\Welcome to the Secretary's
corner and welcome back The
Oracle. This is the first article as
the new Secretary so | will brief
you about the last AGM and
other matters.

As you are all aware the AGM
was held on the 3rd May. Once
again there were just enough
nominations to fill the posts on
the committee so no elections
were held. The new committee
is made up of the following
members:

Chairman: Mario Azzopardi
Secretary: Winnie Sammut
Treasurer: Joe Meli

Diving Officer: Chris Bowd
PR Cfficer: Gordon J. Galea

and come up with ideas which
will attract more menmbers to the
Club on a Tuesday.

We will always be committed to
organize diving courses as this
is why the Club was
established. More members are
expressing a desire to continue
their diver education and we
therefore need to continue
offering a variety of courses. At
the moment what we lack is
Technical Diving Courses, yes it
is true that we organize Nitrox
Courses, but mermbers are now
looking to expand in other areas
of mixed gas diving, namely
Trimix. We have to look at what
BSAC offers and if it is not
possible to run the BSAC
courses then we should look at
all the options available.

These days it is no longer true
that one joins a club to save
money on courses, With the
introduction of new training
material , the high postage cost,
increased subscriptions, and

Activity Organizer: Jackie
Ransley

Member: Talia Maggi
Member: Anna Degiorgio

During the AGM, members were
briefed on the finances and
general aspects of the last
committee. The issue of club
premises was discussed at
length and a sub committee was
nominated to handle all aspects
starting from possible EU
financing, local government help
etc etc. The sub-committee is
made up of Brian Ferrante,
Michael Cooper, Gordon Galea,
Etienne Legrende and I.

The best way to formally set up
the club was also discussed, to
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other overheads, the cost of
following a course with a Club is
not much cheaper when
compared with what the
commercial entities charge. The
only advantage and | think the
most important is that in a Club
one still receives that personal
attention which most of the
times is missing at other places.

It is in our interest to keep
working and not let others try to
distract us, we are members of
the largest Club in Melta, we are
avery active Club, and we look
after the interest of all the
members because at the end of
the day it is the members
themselves who make up the
Club.

The diving season will
commence now for the mejority
of the members, activity will be
at its peak during the coming
months, let us all enjoy our
diving, dive safely, and respect
one another.
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have it registered with the
relevant authorities to enable us
to purchase / acquire financing
legally. The Club's finances are
also very sound as highlighted
by the Chairman during the
AGM.

It was encouraging to note that
anumber of BSAC members
attended the meeting and | take
this opportunity to invite non-
BSAC Calypso Sub-Aqua Club
members to participate more in
the Club. Each and every
member's input is important and
welcome. Club nights are held
on Tuesdays from 1900 so
come along and share your
diving experiences over a beer!
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I would like to start by thanking
Sarah Gauci for the work she
had done as Diving Officer
before me. Also | would like to
say thanks to Dione Galdes and
Sarah Gauci for having the
confidence in me and
nominating me for post as
Diving Officer.

e already started this year off
with a good and positive attitude
ie, finishing off 2 Dive Leading
courses and | would like to take
this opportunity to thank all
those who had participated
whether they were instructors
for the theory lessons, practical
lessons and people who helped
out on the scenarios and of
course the boatmen France and
Joseph for their time and

At the AGM held this May, | was
once again elected as the
Activities' Officer for the club.
The past year was a great one
for me as a committee member.
It was ny first experience ona
committee and | enjoyed it very
much. This iswhy | accepted to
remain on the committee for
ancther year. | would like to
take the opportunity to thank all
last year's committee members
for backing me and helping me
when organising last year's
events.

This year | am confident that |
will again get all the back up
needed from all the committee
members. Apart from myself
there is also Anna Degiorgio
and Talia Maggi who will be part
of the activities’ organisers.
Taliawas one of the organisers
last year but this is the first time

patience. All of you made this
possible.

I'mvery pleased to notice that
the new Dive leaders are putting
into practice what they have
been taught, namely Dive
leading and Dive Managing. It's
aways nice for the Instructors
see their efforts were well worth
it.

You will have noticed that now
even when the boat is full, it is
still organised, now the
equipment is protected from
being damaged and divers have
more room to manoeuvre. Now
it's up to al of us to continue on
the same lines.

I would like to say a special

that Anna will be on the
committee and she already has
shown great excitement and
enthusiasm for helping out
whenever necessary.

More activities will be organized
during the year; some of them
will be fund raising activities to
generate funds which will be
required to purchase property
which will be used as the Club
House. We therefore wish that
you attend the activities so
together we will be able to attain
something which we all desire.

Soon we will be showing at the
Club the film‘SharkWater'
which was not brought to Malta
to be viewed in our cinemes.
This film shows the horror of
shark finning in Guatemala. Mr
Stewart brings to the big screen
the horrific truth about the

thank-you to all the Instructors
who dedicated some of their
free time to help train and run
these courses.

If you visit the events section in
our clubs website you will be-
able to see what courses and
SDC's are planned for the rest
of this year.

If anyone would like to take part
in a course that's not listed in
the event’s section then please
get in touch with me and | will
see what | can do for the

following year.

I would also like to see an
expedition planned for this and
next year, so if anyone has any
ideas, please get in touch.
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dangers that sharks are facing.
Over 100 million sharks are
being brutally massacred every
year...that's 190 sharks per
minute! Fnning involves the
cutting off of fins and durmping
the rest of the shark (most often
still alive) back into the sea.

Planned for the coming weeks
is a presentation by a marine
archaedlogist on his work in
Malta and abroad. Some
planned events are still on the
drawing board and these will be
announced in due course.

As aways without your
attendance the activiies we
organise will not be a success
so we are looking forward to

your participation.

Have a great summer and
remember always DIVE SAFE!
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Along with the hundred and one
other things | did this year was a
very interesting underwater
photography course which was
organised by the club
committee.

This course was led by Mr.
Mealcolm Ross who is awell
known and excellent
professional photographer. In
other words Melcolm knows
what he is talking about! Be it a
disposable camera or 6 digit
price tagged monster he knows
themall.

Therefore when the day came to
start listening to what the expert
had to say about my tupence
worth of camera | headed
towards the club with greater
enthusiasmthenis norm. |
rushed through my dive leader

Underwater Photography wes
always one of the hobbies |
wished to undertake ever since |
started diving 10 years ago.

This year | bought myself a
pretty good camera and a very
kind friend of mine gave me his
‘housing' (thank you Gordon S!!)

Afewweeks ago, Malcolm
Ross, a hrilliant photographer
and a member of the Calypso
Subagua Club, set up an
underwater photography course
which was very well attended.

Mealcalmran us through different
subjects, fromwhat the camera
can do for us, the various
functions, to howwe can use
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final examand hurried upstairs
where the introductory slide
show was already on.

Sure enough Mr. Ross showed
us what a camera can do in the
hands of thase who know what
to dowith it. An excellent slide
showwhich kept all those
present transfixed at the beauty
that he had skillfully captured
with the different photographic
techniques which he uses.

Little by little he went on to
explain the basic principles of
photography encouraging us to
experiment with the capabilities
and limitations of our individual
cameras. We had long individual
talks with V. Ross about all the
pictures we shot on the 2 field
work days and this proved a
great learning toal as he could

lighting at different angles. He
explained with such passion
and expertise that he had our
full attention all the time.
Although my first practical
session in the water was a
negative one because my mask
kept flooding and | was too

Now it's up to me to practice
using all the functions and just
click anay!!

Thank you Malcolm!

view and discuss individual
shots in view of making each
shot better.

It was a great course and |

definitely look at photography
with a renewed appreciation.

I must also add that IVr. Rass,
not only explained the basic
rules of taking photas, but also,
for those of us, who like me have
abad memory, gave us all the
course material in writing for
easier reference.

| would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
committee for organising such
an interesting course and also
M. Rass for being so patient
with all of us. Thank you all and
well done.
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This dive site was the main
reason | booked my dive
package on Malapascua Island
which was our base. Monad
Shoals is to the South East from
Malapascua about a 45 minute
boat ride away. It is the only
place in the world where
Thresher Sharks are spotted
regularly, very little is known
about them as they are deep
sea creatures. A year before |
visited, the dive center | booked
with was offering to refund the
money for your dive if no sharks
were spotted at this dive site.
This practice had been
discontinued by the time |
arrived. | was told that | had a
60 to 70% chance of seeing the
sharks in the time period | was
there but | tried hard not to build

up my hopes too much.

We arrived at Malapascua in
late afternoon so | was unable
to dive that day. There was a
dive planned at Monad Shoals
at 5 amthe following morning
and | didn't hesitate to put my
name down for it. | amused to
using my mobile phone as an
alarm clock so that was
suppased to wake me up at
4.30am, plenty of time to get to
the diving center since it was
just down the stairs from our
room. Unfortunately | had
forgotten that while in the
Philippines | had set my wetch
to local time but had left my
mobile set to Malta time some 7
hours behind in order to be able
to know the best time to send
sms's back home. Needless to
say, | woke up a couple of hours
late. 1 rushed down to the diving
center and asked them not to
tell me if they had seen any
sharks. | just couldn’t bear
knowing that | had missed
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seeing them. However they told
me that they hadn't seen any
and added that none had been
spotted for about a week so not
building up my hopes seemed
like a good call.

Still the good news was that
Monad Shoals was visited daily
and usually at a more civilized
time namely 7am. That meant
that | could dive it six times
before | left the island. So | did
the two dives of the day thet |
wrote about in a previous
newsletter and made sure thet |
was at the dive center in plenty
of time ready for the morning
dive the next day.

Monad Shoals is a plateau (for
want of a better word) rising
fromthe depths. It's pretty flat
and ‘squarish’ in shape about
the size of a foothall pitch and at
adepth of 20mall over. Itis
surrounded on all sides by
sheer drop offs going down to
3000m +. The boat would tie up
to one of the four mooring lines
situated at the corners of the
‘square’.

Day One: I wes asked if |
wanted to use Nitrox and
answered yes. The dive center
could offer Nitrox 32 or 36
although there was no real
choice it was either one or the
other depending on the day. We
arrived at the site and were
briefed, it seems strong currents
were quite common, the rule
being to stick close to the dive
guide and let him knowwhen
your computer indicted that you
were 5 minutes anay from
entering into deco at which point
you were led back to the boat.
So down we went soon finding
out that they weren't kidding
about the current. The plan was
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to get to one of the watching
stations which were a few
meters away fromthe mooring
line. Then you basically knelt
down on the bottom and
strained your eyes to see if you
could spot the blessed shark.
Uncharacteristically for these
waters we always had bad
visibility at this site
approximately 15mwhereas
usually at all other dive sites |
dived here it was invariably
30m+. We spent 15 minutes at
this station spotting nothing
more then the usual Lion Fish,
Snappers and Puffer fish. Then
we moved on to the second
station which wes at the next
corner and after spending
another equally fruitless 15
minutes moved on to the third
station at the next cormer and
then on to the fourth thus going
round the whole site. After an
hour's bottom time visiting all
four watching stations and 5
minutes away from deco we
headed back to the shat line. |
was feeling pretty disappointed
but just as we got to the shatline
I looked over to my left and a
big shape materialized out of
the blue, a big Manta Ray
closely followed by a smeller
Devil Ray. They passed barely
5 meters anay then
disappeared again into the
gloom. They made my dive and
we all had something to talk
about when we got back to the
boat.

Day Two:_ The next dive, at this
site on the following morning,
started out in pretty much the
same way. 30 minutes into the
dive after having seen a large
Devil Ray and giant Octopus
things seemed to be going
better then the previous day.




Then the guide pointed out and
sure enough a Thresher put ina
fleeting appearance for all of 2
seconds before vanishing again.
It was nice but hardly enough to
slake our thirst. Still it was an
improverment.

Day Three:_No sharks
appeared but we saw three or
four huge Mantas thet came
quite close and circled right
above us barely a couple of
meters anay. It was the best
dive at this site so far and we
were quite satisfied.

Day Four: This was the day we
had been waiting for. A
Thresher appeared for a few
seconds at the limit of our
visibility and just as we thought
we had seen all there wes to
see for the day, a shark possibly
the same one we spotted earlier
appeared out of the gloom and
sloMy headed straight for us. It
circled a few times above us
within a few meters, and then
headed awnay. It was a fantastic
experience and as the icing on
the cake we came face to face
with a couple of large Mantas as
we made our way back to the
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During the last six months,
cinemes all over the world have
been premiering a movie that
has already won 26
international awards including
best environmental film of 2008.
This documentary is Sharkwater
but regretfully, it will never
reach cinemas here in Malta.

When filmmaker Rob Stewart
set out to film sharks in their
natural element, little did he
redise that it was going to
change and endanger his life.
Mr Stewart discovered the true
horror of shark fining and in an
effort to protect sharks, he joins
conservationist Paul Watson of

shaotline.

Day Fve : The most
successful shark watch so far,
three of themput in an
appearance at the same time
but didn't come so close as the
previous dive. Three Devil Rays
and a Manta Ray were also
spotted.

Day Six:_My heart sank as we
approached the dive site there
were already a number of boats
tied up whereas on the previous
dives we had always been the
first. | reasoned that with so
many divers creating so many
disturbances any significant
marine life would steer well
anay. There were about a
dozen divers at the first
watching station and they
weren't exactly staying still and
it seemed my fears were well
founded. Just as we were about
to move off to the second
station a very large Manta
appeared and stopped,
hovering just in front of us. It
was the biggest one we had
seen so far easily the size of a
car and it didn’t seemto be
bothered by the number of
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the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society.
Their unbelievable journey starts
with a battle between the Sea
Shepherd and sherk fining
poachers in Guatemala. This
soon turns into pirate boat
ramming and gunboat fire
chases, mefia espionage, a
corrupt court systemand even
attempted murder charges,

forcing the crew to flee for their
lives.

Mr Stewart brings to the big
screen the horrific truth about
the dangers that sharks are
facing. Over 100 million sharks

divers. It was missing one of the
flaps at the side of its mouth.
Then a second large Manta
appeared from the opposite
direction and stopped right in
front of the other face to face. It
was the start of a showthat the
Mantas were about to put on for
us. They were joined by two
others and the four of them
started circling us going in one
direction then the next, splitting
up and going head on to each
other swenving away at the last
moment. It reminded me of an
aerobatic air show. Sometimes
they came close enough to
touch and | could see that all of
them bore scars and scratches
all over their bodies. They
stayed with us for about 45
minutes and then it was time to
head back. It was a fantastic
end to my diving holiday.

| enjoy all my dives, but on rare
occasions since | have been
diving, | witness something
wonderful, whether it's a rarely
seen fish or a magnificent dive
site that makes me thank my
lucky stars to be so privileged
and this was definitely one of

those days.

are being brutally massacred
every year..that's 190 sharks
per minute! FHning involves the
cutting off of fins and dumping
the rest of the shark (most often
still alive) back into the sea.

The fins are then used in an
oriental dish called Shark Fn
Soup. Shark fins are in fact
tasteless and it is the other
ingredients in the soup that give
it some taste.

Sharkwater takes us into the
marine reserves of  Cocos
Island, Costa Rica, the
Galapagos Islands and Ecuador.
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These are some of the most
shark-rich waters of the world.
Exposing the exploitation and
corruption surrounding the
world's shark populations in
there, was a risk for cast and
crew. Many countries are now
banning shark fining due to its
cruelty and waste, but Asians
pay big money so poaching and
the mafia type corruptions are
at a huge level. No one cares
that shark fins can contain very
high levels of mercury, or that
shark fining is to blame for the
80 per cent decline in global
shark numbers. No one cares
that some species of sharks are
already protected because they

are critically endangered.

When | recently approached
Malta's KRS FHim Distributors, |
wes informed by Charles Pace
that, so far, Sharkwater had not
been offered to them. |
contacted Tyler MacLeod who
is the marketing director of
Sharkwater Productions,

#
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The club shall be doing an
Advanced Nitrox Course that
will be held over a 2 day period.
The first session will be a full
day theory lesson to be held on
Saturday 19 July at Dive
Systems and the second day
will be the practical session.
The date for the practical will be
arranged on the 19th July with
the instructor.

Course fee for BSAC Members
is €140 and for non BSAC
members there is an additional
premium of €25. The price
includes relevant course
material and 2 dives using nitrox
as a decompression gas (rental
of the pony cylinder is included
inthe price).

If you would like to book a place
for this course, please note we
would need the payment of €70
by Tuesday 1st July as we will

and he inturn got me in contact
with Rosa Riccelli at Dallangelo
Pictures in Italy, who are the
distributors for this region. |
passed on to Ms Riccelli the
contact details for KRS FHIm
Distributors.

A couple of days later | got an
e-mail message fromher and
she informs me that KRS are
not interested in bringing
Sharkweter to Malta. The
reason given was that
"theatrical documentary films
are not popular in Malta’”. | am
sure that if Sharkweter is
released in Malta, it would take
in more than the average movie
at the box office.

People want to see these kinds
of movies. People want to be
educated and also need to be
aware of current environmental
issues. Why should we only get
cheap films like Deep Blue Sea
or the Shark Attack trilogy to
keep putting sharks in a bad

oy
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need to purchase the training
packs.

For further details please contact:

Jackie Ransley on:
99215556 or email
jackieransley@gmail.com
or

Chris Bowd on:

79825825 or email
chrisbowd393@gmail.com

or

contact the club on email:
calypsosubaguaclub@gmail.com

light, and then a classic like this
is refused? | honestly hope that
KRS would reconsider its
situation and give the Meltese
public the chance to view this
movie which is destined to
become a classic. Those
readers that remember the
mesterpiece of 1971 Blue
Water, White Death know
exactly what | mean.

Sharks have been around for
400 million years. They outlived
the dinosaurs, and global
disasters, but now the predator
has become the prey.

Unless something is done
quickly, the next few years will
see species becoming extinct.
Mr Stewart and Sharkweter are
delivering this message to the
world. It is not humans that
have to fear sharks, but sharks
are in danger from human
greed.
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Please note this year's annual
try dive will be held on Sunday
13th July and will be in aid of
Razzett tal-Hbiberija.

Those trying out a dive will be
taken down by an instructor and
an experienced diver. As always
your help would be greatly
appreciated as we need all the
help possible.

The club would like to know if

R
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Abraham Portelli
Albano Caruana
Alessandro Muscat
Alex Vella Brincat
Andrew Borg
Aronne Sultana
Charmaine Galea Triganza
Darren Micallef
Edwin Zammit
Gordon Galea
Jesmond Vassallo
Kevin Causon
Maria Zammit

v

Matthew Manderson
Morgan Bonnici
Thomas Mrozek
Marrku Niianen
Stephanie Agius
Anton Privitera

Clint Mercieca
Mireille Muscat
Clifford Xuereb
Andrew Borg

Sarah Grech

Marcel van der Berg
Alexandra Galea
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you would be willing to help out
on the day and form part of the
instructors and experienced
divers team

If yes, please contact Jackie
Ransley by email or mobile to
let her know which timings you
would like to be part of so as to
work out the roster. And please
also inform Jackie if you will be
able to come for one shift of 2
hours or else for 2 shifts.

%

Mark Ellul

Martin Aguilina
Niki Crockford
Pier Luigi Di Pilato
Simon Sciberras
Steve Bonwd
eronica Bustittil
Victor Manduca
Adrian Camilleri
Adrian Vella
Alex Camilleri
Andrew Arrigo
Chris Bowd

$ ¢
Dragan Donkov
Reinhard Azzopardi
Dr Christopher Zammit
Dr Sharon Zammit
David Whitlam
Kyle Little John
Carmel Dalmes
Nikki Vella
Alfred Muscat
Peter Wirth
Pamela Morgan
Mark Fothergill
Greg Nowell

(5% % ¢

Shirts as follows:

Shirt 1 (morning) 09:00 - 11:00
Shirt 2 (morning) 11:00 - 13:00
Shirt 1 (afternoon) 13:00 - 15:00
Shirt 2 (afternoon) 15:00 - 17:00

Y

Chris Sammut
Etienne Legendre
Jeanine Borg Ghigo
Jesmond Saliba
Lynn Magro

Meario Mifsud
Matthew Gauci
Mireille Muscat
Patrick Tabone
Philip Amato Gauci
Pierre Ferrante
Sarah Banavage
Stephen Micallef
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lan Barbara, through the
intervention of Ing. and the
telecommunications company,
GO, have offered the Club a
good sponsorship deal.

Members and their friends will
be able to subscribe to a 2 year
contract with GO, the benefits
will be cost savings on your
mobile phone calls. This offer
applies to VVodafone and Go
prepaid customers and also to
those of youwho are ona
contract with Vodafone and wish

One thing our club is definitely
not lacking is boat dives. Those
of you, who have lately been
attending the Sunday boat dives,
have realized the importance we
are giving to dive management.
A dive manager is being
appointed to manage the
situation on the boat. His or her
task is to ensure that order on
the boat is a priority and that
safety precautions are taken to
try and eliminate the possibility
of having an incident on the
boat.
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to change to Go. Present
telephone numbers will remain.
This offer also applies to
wireless internet, again a 2 year
contract is being offered by GO.

The sponsorship deal is that GO
will donate to the Club €2,330.00
if we manage to obtain for GO
40 subscribers to their GO
Mobile or Wireless Internet
service 2 year contract.

If you are interested in any of the
offers please contact Jackie

Y
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Similar precautions are being
taken to ensure the in-weter
safety of the divers. Another
task the dive manager takes
care of is to see that emergency
equipment is always available
on the boat.

During the last couple of months
several rescue scenarios were
simulated using the boat as a
diving platform and various
people were roped in to take
part.
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BSAC Travel has announced the
launch of its fifth annual
Underwater Photographic
Competition, with online entry for
this year's competition now
open.

Open category for the experts
Newcomer category for
beginners

Each month, awinner fromthe
two categories will be selected,
along with two runners up. Our
two monthly winners will each
receive BSAC shop vouchers
and will go forward — along with

the two runners up in each
category —to the grand final.
The superb prizes for this year's
competition are;

Open category:

Frst prize —a holiday for two in
the Seychelle Islands plus five
days diving with Big Blue Divers.
Second Prize — GBP300
voucher from Camera
Underwater

Newcomer category:

Ransley who will pass your
contact details to GO's
representative who will then
contact you directly and explain
to you the various offers
available , because no one offer
is the same, this depends very
much on your use of the mobile
phone or wireless internet.

You can help the Club and at the
same time save on your

telephone bills.

These scenarios help to keep
people trained in the use of
emergency equipment and at
the same time rescue skills are
being practiced. These
scenarios were initially met with
some skepticism from some
people but then all gradually
came to their senses and
admitted that it is quite
encouraging to know that there
are people who are well trained
to give first aid ina diving
emergency.

Hrst prize — A Tony Blackhurst
‘Get Wrecked” holiday for two
aboard Typhoninthe Red Sea.

** Please note: the newcomers

category is open to compact
digital camera users only.

You can view more informeation
about this year's underwater
photographic competition and
submit your entry online at
www.bsactravelclub.co.uk
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The Diving Diseases Research
Center's much anticipated
“Underwater Diving Accident
Manual” has now been
published. The 56 page
waterproof manual is intended
as a guide for those involved in
all aspects of diving, to aid the
recognition and initial
management of a diving
accident victim.

The divers should treat this
waterproof manual as part of
their diving kit, so that it is
aways available for use. Inthe
event of an accident a work
sheet is provided at the rear of
the book.

This should be conpleted and
the whole book (to aid medical
personnel not familiar with diving
medicine) should accompany
the victim

As well as management of
emergency situations this book
covers all likely diving injuries
and medical conditions from
decompression sickness to
stings from marine organisns.

DDRC'S Operations Manager
and Safety Officer Pete Atkey
commented that the manual was
“an essential part of your diving
first aid kit”, and added

“A Remote Emergency Medic
Training Course is being
launched this year and is
designed to enhance diving
operations in areas where only
limited medical assistance is
available.

The DDRC Underwater Diving

Accident Manual sells for €30
and is available from the Club.
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