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Though we are already in spring, winter 
has finally made a lazy move into our 
meteorological system. With the sea 
temperature currently stable at 16° cold 
water diving is not that cold after all when 
considering that this was 14° just 2 years 
ago.  What is happening to our 
climate?  How will this affect us, our 
diving, and our lack of marine life?  If you 
have an answer or a solution for this, I am 
sure that most club members would want 
to know it. 
 

The Club is gearing up well for next year's 
participation in the Heinke Trophy with 
consistent special weekly activities at the 
club such as slide-shows, videos and 
presentations, not to mention the 
unstoppable weekend diving.  Following 
the success of last year, the club is now 
aiming to achieve the top prize.  We will 
not be satisfied with the runner up position 
or consolation certificates.  To achieve 
this, every club member has to give 
his/her own pull on the tug-of-war 
competition with other BSAC 
branches.  This fierce competition though, 
is not won with ropes, but with innovation, 
creativity and originality.  So share with us 
your ideas, views or suggestions on how 
we can improve our club's 
performance.  Write to the Oracle today. 
 

The New Oracle, we hope you like the 
new column format as well as the articles 
written by your friends and ourselves.  For 
the next issue, we would appreciate if 
someone among you could write articles 
up to or about 1000 words (including 2 or 
3 pictures) on the following themes:  
 

 Global Warming and its effects on diving  
 Marine Biology (in general or specific)  
 Experiences from your diving trips  
 Underwater photography (as a hobby or at 
competitive level)  
 From try-dive to sport diver  
 Becoming an instructor with BSAC 
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We are in the spring season, the air 
temperature and sea temperature will get 
warmer although we cannot complain that 
we had a bad winter. During the winter 
season the wind has been kind to us as 
we have experienced very few days when 
the wind was blowing from the North 
West. This has enabled us to continue 
with our boat dives and at the same time 
did not limit us on a choice of where to 
dive.  

 

The good weather has injected some 
courage in some of the members who 
usually decide to stack their diving 
equipment in a secluded corner for the 
winter season, and in contrast with 
previous years continued practicing their 
favourite sport.   

 

Diving activities will continue to be 
generated in the coming months in view of 
the fact that more members will turn up we 
will do our best to meet the requests of 
one and all. 

 

We are in the start of another year where 
expectations will be high. The Club has a 
good stock of membership and in the 
coming days an Annual General Meeting 
will be called where the members will be 
given a clear picture on the affairs of the 
Club.  The Club's Bye-Laws have been 
amended so that all the members will 
have a say in the running of the Club. 

 

Unfortunately we still have not managed to 
find alternative premises for the Club, the 
rent for the premises we are using has, as 
from 1st January, 2007 increased 
threefold, and we have to submit to this 
increase as at the moment no other option 
exists. We have to think about organizing 
more social activities to counter this extra 
cost so to ensure that what we have 
managed to save will not be eaten away, 
and at the same time the Club's funds will 
continue to accumulate, possibly in the 
very near future it will be possible to invest 
in property which we can use as a Club 
house. 
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1 Rocktail Bay – Kwazulu-Natal, 
South Africa 

 

The water in the Maputaland Marine 
Reserve can be on the cool side, but there 
are plenty of tropical fish and excellent 
chances of seeing some really big pelagic 
species. Rocktail Bay Lodge has the only 
dive boat on this stretch of fabulous coast, 
and you can even see bottle-nosed 
dolphins and humpback whales on the 
way to the dive site. Between November 
and February you will see nesting 
leatherback turtles along the wild sandy 
shores of Manzengwenya. 
 

2 Rangiroa, Polynesia 
 

Few places can capture your imagination 
like Polynesia, and the beautiful islands of 
the Tuamotu Archipelago about 250 miles 
from Tahiti felt incredibly remote. Rangiroa 
means "Long Sky" and it is the second 
largest atoll in the world. Two passes, or 
channels, named Tiputa and Avatoru, 
allow the Pacific into and out of the lagoon 
twice daily when the tides turn. You can 
be carried through by the incoming tide 
and sharing the ride with scores of grey 
reef sharks, dolphins, mantas and 
sometimes large hammerhead sharks, 
too. It is high adrenalin diving, but above 
water, the atoll is one of the most laidback 
places in the world. 
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3 Sulawesi, Indonesia 
 

The dive sites around the small cluster of 
islands off the tip of Sulawesi have some 
of the greatest marine biodiversity on 
Earth. You can spend most of you time 
here looking for pygmy seahorses, but 
there are more fish, nudibranchs, flat 
worms and healthy corals than anyone 
can name, not to mention the chance of 
bigger things swimming in from the blue. 
The Bunaken National Marine Park is a 
world leader in sustainable tourism with 
every diver paying a park fee that is 
shared among local communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 The Maldives 
 

The best way to see the Maldives is on a 
dedicated live-aboard boat: you get as 
many as four dives a day and it works out 
good value for money. From May until 
September (during the south-west 
monsoon) you are pretty much guaranteed 
to see manta rays but they are there all 
year round. North Male atoll and South Ari 
atoll provide reliably good diving around 
the atoll walls, with healthy numbers of 
sharks, turtles and schooling game fish as 
well as all the small colourful reef life you 
expect to see. The Maldives still have the 
best all-round diving in the Indian Ocean, 
and you feel the adventure begins the 
minute you get picked up from the airport 
for a speedboat ride to the dive boat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Little Cayman – British West 
Indies 

 

Most Caribbean diving is not what it 
once was, having fallen prey to pollution 
caused by overdevelopment, golf 
courses and general over-fishing, but 
Little Cayman still has a special 
atmosphere. The island is small – about 
ten miles long – with just 200 permanent 
residents. On the northern shore there is 
the spectacular Bloody Bay Wall and 
Jackson’s Point, where a sheer coral 
cliff drops 2,000 metres (7,000ft) into a 
submarine trench. The wall will make 
feel dizzy the first time you swam over 
the edge because the water is so 
miraculously clear. It is not where you 
would go to see big fish or loads of 
sharks, but for relaxing warm water 
diving in fairly easy conditions this is 
very hard to beat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Cocos & Malpelo, Eastern 
Pacific 

 

These two isolated islands are visited 
only by divers and members of the 
Costa Rican and Colombian coast 
guard. You never hear of anyone going 
to Cocos and not seeing schools of 
hammerhead sharks, nocturnal feeding 
frenzies by white tip reef sharks and 
silky sharks. Both islands are marine 
reserves and have their own endemic 
land and marine species. The islands 
are stunningly beautiful, and their 
isolation gives them a degree of 
protection. Big schools of tuna and jacks 
come swooping in from the blue and 
there are more than two dozen endemic 
fish species on Cocos alone, including 
the weird looking red-lipped batfish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 The Bismarck Sea, Papua New 
Guinea 

 

If you like coral and sponges and sea 
slugs and all the weirdly shaped micro-
creatures that crawl, slither and hop along 
the reefs, then you will love the “fertile 
triangle” of the Philippines, Indonesia and 
Papua New Guinea (PNG), where marine 
biodiversity is the highest on the planet. 
Getting to PNG from Europe is a long 
slog, and once in Port Moresby you need 
to fly on to New Britain Island, but the 
diving makes up for it. Night diving on the 
offshore sea mounts rising from the abyss 
in the Bismarck Sea cures you of my fear 
of being in the sea at night. Apart from the 
big stuff, you will see squat lobsters and 
sponge crabs, dwarf scorpion fish and 
pygmy seahorses. Some of the best shore 
diving in the world is accessible from the 
Walindi Plantation Resort in Kimbe Bay, 
where biologists have identified more than 
800 marine species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 Sipadan Island, Malaysian Borneo 
 

Malaysia’s only oceanic island is a tiny dot 
in the South China Sea. Underwater it is a 
magnet for fish: schools of barracuda, 
trevally and horse-eye jacks swarm over 
the reefs, which are also home to dozens 
of breeding hawksbill and green turtles. 
The turtles are accustomed to divers you 
will never find a better place to get up 
close to these gentlest of reptiles. Shark 
encounters are reliably good here, though 
the currents can be strong and you would 
not recommend Sipadan to inexperienced 
divers. Close by, the reefs of Mabul and 
Kapalai are fantastic for spotting rare 
mandarin fish, sea wasps and lots of 
nudibranchs. 
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9 Surin & Similan Islands, Thailand 
 

Close to the border between Thai and 
Burmese waters lie a string of islands in 
the Andaman Sea. There is an element of 
“wilderness diving” hereabouts and a huge 
choice of little visited dive sites. At Koh 
Bon, the pinnacle rises from the ocean 
depths and attracts groups of feeding 
game-fish as well as whale sharks, 
mantas and leopard sharks. Richelieu 
Rock is a similarly rich site, world famous 
among experienced divers for the plethora 
of macro-life inhabiting its coral encrusted 
slopes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands 
 

This is shipwreck heaven. Even if you are 
not a big fan of wreck diving you still put 
Bikini Atoll very near the top of your wish 
list. Halfway between Australia and 
Honolulu, the Marshall Islands have some 
of the least explored diving sites on the 
planet. Bikini Atoll, famously used as an 
atomic test site in the 1950s is the resting 
place of several warships including the 
USS Saratoga – an aircraft carrier longer 
than the Titanic. Because the island itself 
is uninhabited (contaminated by radiation), 
Bikini lagoon has become an unofficial 
marine reserve where the fish life is 
stunning. For 10 years a small number of 
scuba divers have been allowed to dive on 
the sunken war ships – including a 
Japanese submarine and several US 
Navy destroyers. It is the kind of place 
divers dream of – at a price. 
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Pescador Island – Philippines 
 

I had read a lot about the Philippines 
before travelling there and I liked most 
of what the various websites had said, 
especially about the island on which I 
was going to be staying: Cebu, one of 
the 7100 islands that make up the 
Philippines. The diving also promised to 
be very good and since it’s not as well 
known as other diving destinations I was 
hoping to find it less crowded 
underwater.    

  

There is good diving weather mostly all 
the year round with sea temperatures 
between 24 and 30 degrees. You might 
get the occasional typhoon but those 
usually occur far away from Cebu. The 
Filipinos are very friendly people, helpful 
and most of them speak English.  
  

So I found myself heading for a small 
village called Moalboal and thinking that 
finally I was in a country whose roads 
are even worse then ours (but only just). 
As soon as I got there I discovered three 
different dive centers and went into the 
first one. I booked myself on a boat 
doing two dives the next day.  
  

The first dive was to take place at 
Pescador Island, a small islet roughly 
the size of our Filfla except it was a lot 
greener. The area around it had been 
recently designated as a marine 
reserve. Only local fisherman could fish 
there and only using traditional 
methods, therefore marine life promised 
to be plentiful. On the other hand I had 
heard of some methods Filipinos 
sometimes used to fish, like explosives 
and cyanide poison so I was hoping that 
this dive site had been spared. 
  

The trip to the dive site was pleasant; 
we were using a traditional outrigger 
boat which hadn’t inspired a lot of 
enthusiasm when I first saw it, but once 
we got underway it was surprisingly fast, 
roomy and quite a stable diving 
platform.  

  

One of the first things I noticed as soon 
as I started the dive was a fishing net 
draped right across our path. It wasn’t 
very big and I was amused to see the 
fish actually taking a detour around it. 
They must have got used to it. Then I 
turned my attention to the wall along 
which we were finning and I was 

amazed by the huge variety of soft and 
hard corals, I had dived in tropical seas 
before, namely the Red Sea, but I had 
never seen such growth. Soon, however, I 
was distracted by the turtle that appeared 
and swam alongside us and which led us 
to an even bigger one and then two more. 
Four turtles in one dive. Wow!! Then it was 
the turn of a sea snake to put in an 
appearance, it was the first one I had ever 
seen with black and white bands. I made 
sure I kept a respectful distance since I 
know how poisonous they are. 

 

Just before 
we turned 
back we 
came to a 
hole in the 
reef, our 
guide led 
the way 

through and it opened up slightly. On the 
bottom another hole which went down for 
about 8 meters and opened up into a 
larger cave and a larger exit. At 28 meters 
it was the deepest part of the dive and we 
exited to a wonderful view of corals and 
multitudes of fish. On our way back we did 
a safety stop on top of the reef at about 3 
meters in a coral garden. A very nice end 
to a great dive. 
  

Back on the boat I mentioned the snake I 
had spotted to the guide telling him how I 
had kept at a respectful distance. He told 
me that there was no need since it was 
not poisonous and to prove it he caught 
one with his bare hands on our next dive 
while we were finning through a narrow 
swim through. He signaled me to get 
closer and I ended up stroking the snake’s 
head as if it was a puppy. It didn’t seem 
very bothered about it. I later learned that 
the snake in question “ the Black and 
White Banded Sea Snake “ is arguably the 
most poisonous creature in the sea, with 
enough venom to kill a herd of elephants. 
And I had been stroking its head.  
  

Aside from Pescador Island I did five other 
dives but none of the dive sites were as 
good as the first one. Some of them had 
bleached coral thanks to El Nino` and 
others had been on the receiving end of 
the fishing practices I mentioned earlier. 
However I still enjoyed them and the fish 
were never lacking. On the positive side 
the Philippine Government has designated 
most of them as protected areas and they 
are slowly recovering. It’s an example that 
we in Malta should consider following. 
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Safety News 
 

Mystery of Diver Killed on 
Shipwreck 
 

AN experienced diver died during a week-
long club expedition to explore deep sea 
wrecks off the Scottish coast, an inquest 
was told. 
 

Accountant Hilary Lyon, 39, of Egerton, 
near Bolton, got into difficulties during a 
40-metre dive to explore the wreck of a 
Second World War minelayer three miles 
off the coast of Orkney in July, 2004. 
 

She was pronounced dead after attempts 
to revive her failed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bolton inquest heard the exact cause 
of death remains a mystery but that diving 
was ‘inherently dangerous'. 
 

Mother-of-one Hilary, a member of Bolton 
Sub-Aqua Club, had travelled to Malta, 
Australia, and Europe to dive over 14 
years.  
 

She was a fully trained advanced 
instructor and taught divers at Smithills 
High School in Bolton.  
 

Experts said it was likely that she had 
problems with buoyancy during the 
ascent, had a seizure and rose to the 
surface while unconscious.  
 

Seizure 
 

A controlled ascent is necessary to avoid 
the build up of gases in the blood.  
 

Martin Cooper, a former diving officer at 
the club, said divers would routinely switch 
to decompression gas at the 20-metre 
mark of an ascent. He said: "For some 
reason she lost buoyancy. She realised 
that she had.  
 

"She inadvertently descended, realised 
what had happened and tried to reverse 
it, but suffered an oxygen seizure." 
 

Dr James Francis, a diving expert, said: 
"It is highly likely that she sustained a 
gas embolism to her brain. She would 
not have known anything at all from the 
moment of her seizure." 

 

Hilary, who has a teenage son, had 
dived for 15 minutes with club members 
Adrian Bodie and Bill Rawson on the 
day.  
 

Both said she appeared to be fine and 
showed no signs of distress during the 
dive, the group's ninth of the week. 

 

Mr Bodie said: "I did not really have any 
real cause for concern." 

 

Coroner Jennifer Leeming recorded a 
verdict of accidental death and 
described Hilary as an `intelligent, 
highly-trained woman'. 
 

Mrs Leeming said: "She died as a result 
of her pleasure and joy. We do not know 
exactly why but we have explored what 
happened and we have gone as far as 
we can." 
 

After the inquest, Hilary's brother-in-law 
Dr Mark Hall said: "As a family we take 
comfort from knowing that Hilary died 
doing something that she loved." 
 
Size Matters: BS-AC Novice Diver 
Died Because Semi-dry Suit Was Too 
Big 
 

A petite student nurse drowned in a 
diving accident because the semi-dry 
suit she was wearing was too large for 
her. 
 

Carrina Beer was 5ft 4in and weighed 
8st, but she used a man's suit as she 
found it more comfortable. 
 

However, the 23-year-old lost 
consciousness when her suit filled up 
with cold water, causing her 
temperature to plummet. 
 

Miss Beer, who was in her second year 
at King's College London, was diving off 
the coast of Brixham in Devon with the 
college's sub aqua society when tragedy 
struck in March last year. 
 

An inquest heard that although a 
qualified diver, she was relatively 
inexperienced in cold waters. 
 

On the day she died, the water 
temperature was only 7c. 
 

Miss Beer's father Robert, 59, told South 
Devon Coroner's Court: "Her main 
concern was that she hadn't been in the 
sea for a year and the previous time she 
dived she was very traumatised 
afterwards by the cold. 

 

"I was very worried about her going in for 
a dive but she was determined to go 
because that is the kind of person she 
was, she didn't want to let her dive group 
down." 

 

The alarm was raised after her "dive 
buddy" Gemma Clarke spotted that Miss 
Beer did not have her breathing apparatus 
in her mouth. 
 

Miss Clarke said: "I didn't see her 
panicking or doing anything." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two divers tried to put an air regulator into 
her mouth but Miss Beer did not respond. 
Diving safety specialist Nicholas Bailey 
inspected Miss Beer's equipment and 
found no fault. 
 

However, he discovered that her 7mm 
thick semi-dry suit was far too big and let 
in freezing water. 
 

He said: "Carrina was a slim girl and the 
suit would have been a very loose fit on 
her, which means it would have a very 
poor thermal retention. All suits are 
designed to be a snug fit and to allow just 
a little water in, but this suit would have 
allowed cold water to come rushing 
through, chilling the diver much more than 
it was meant to. 
 

Consultant pathologist Lyndsae Wheen, 
who carried out a post-mortem 
examination, said cold people had slower 
reactions. 
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"The cold was probably a contributing 
factor in whatever it was that caused the 
incident that led to the drowning," she 
added. 
 

South Devon coroner Ian Arrow recorded 
an accidental death verdict and said Miss 
Beer, from Oxford, had drowned. 

 

He said it was clear her semi-dry suit was 
not as snug as it could have been. 

 

"Unfortunately I cannot be certain what 
happened but it appears Carrina stopped 
using the regulator or breathing 
apparatus," he said. 
 

"I note the concerns about her death and I 
hope we can bring this to the public at 
large so that maybe some good can come 
out of this tragic occurrence." 

 

After the inquest Miss Beer's father said: 
"She was just a beautiful girl. She was 
always in a good mood and always full of 
joy. 
 

"Her great delight in life was sub aqua 
diving. She died doing what she wanted to 
do." 

 

"This was not suitable for conditions 
where the temperatures had dropped to 
between 7c and 9c." 
 

Miss Beer's mother, Helen Coles-Beer, a 
lecturer in Hebrew Studies at University 
College London, said her daughter had 
been unwell a few weeks before the trip 
and was concerned she was not well 
enough to go diving. 
 
 
�

Industry News 
 

It’s Official: New Free – Diving Record 
is 1,899 meters (6,23o feet) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaked whales have astonished animal 
researchers by smashing the record for 
the deepest dive by an air-breathing 
animal. 
 

Zoologists studying Cuvier's beaked whale 
recorded specimens diving 6,230ft 
(1,899m) under the surface, easily beating 
the record of 4,000ft held by the sperm 
whale. 

 

The beaked whale was able to hold its 
breath for 85 minutes while it completed 

the epic dive. The scientists studying the 
marine creature were able to record 
echolocation clicks that bounced off 
smaller animals during the dive, 
suggesting that the whale was hunting. 
 

"The dives near 1,900m constitute the 
deepest confirmed dives reported from 
any air-breathing animal," scientists 
from Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, in the United States, said. 
 

"This extreme deep-diving behaviour is 
of particular interest since beaked 
whales stranded during naval sonar 
exercises have been reported to have 
symptoms of decompression sickness." 
 

The team studied Cuvier's beaked 
whales (Ziphius cavirostris) and 
Blainville's beaked whales (Mesoplodon 
densirostris) off Spain and Italy using 
tags to record the movements. Peter 
Tyack, of the institution, said that there 
were behavioural similarities with the 
much better-studied sperm whales and 
elephant seals, but also some significant 
differences. 
 

"These two beaked whale species make 
long, very deep dives to find food, and 
then make shallow dives and rest near 
the surface," he said. 
 

"By contrast, sperm whales and 
elephant seals can make a series of 
deep dives without the need for 
prolonged intervals between deep dives. 

 

We think that beaked whales return to 
the surface after deep dives with an 
oxygen debt and need to recover before 
their next deep dive." 
 

The study, reported in The Journal of 
Experimental Biology, suggests that it is 
not deep dives that leave the whales at 
risk of decompression sickness but 
repeated dives to shallower depths of 
100-250ft. 

 

The team reported: "Deeper parts of the 
dive do not increase the risk of 
decompression problems. However, if 
beaked whales responded to sonars 
with repeated dives to near 50m, this 
could pose a risk." 

 

The Blainville's beaked whales dived to 
a maximum depth of 1,250m and 57 
minutes in duration. Dr Tyack added: 
"No matter what the precise cause of 
the stranding is, we need to develop 
effective mitigation strategies to reduce 
the accidental exposure of beaked 
whales to bay sonar. 
 

"The information in this study provides 
critical data to design efficient acoustic 
and visual detection methods for these at-
risk species of marine mammals." 
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Eco News 
 

Marine Photography Exhibition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A marine photography exhibition called 
ImaGene was hosted at San Anton 
School, Zebbiegh in December. 
 

The display was organised by the Marine 
Genomics Europe Network of Excellence, 
which was funded by the European 
Commission in collaboration with biology 
teacher Marissa Galea. 
 

The am of this exhibition was to expand 
the understanding of the marine 
environment and the biological knowledge 
of microbes, algae, fish and invertebrates. 
 

The Marine Genomics Europe brings 
together 45 partners in 16 countries and 
more than 450 researchers. Through the 
implementation of the photo contest 
ImaGene, underwater images have been 
shown in aquaria, museums and schools 
throughout Europe.  
 

The school also hosted a photography 
exhibition by diver Sonia Silvio.  
 
Call for Monitoring of Human Impact 
on Marine Life 
 

The Biological Conservation Research 
Foundation (Bicref) has called for an 
increase in monitoring and enforcement to 
reduce the impact of humans on marine 
life. 
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The organisation said it has encountered 
a number of situations in its routine 
surveys where marine creatures were 
being endangered. 

  

Although many species 
were legally protected, 
there was very little or no 
regular monitoring and 
enforcement. 

  

Finding marine organisms entangled in 
accumulations of nets on the seabed, it 
said, was no rare episode. 
  

Anyone wishing to assist Bicref in its long-
term marine monitoring project can 
contact the organisation at PO Box, 30 
Hamrun, bicref@gmail.com. 
 
Malta’s Natural Underwater Heritage 
& the Florida Keys Habitats 
 

 
 
 
 

Heritage Malta is continuing its popular 
series of public lectures, with an activity 
which focused on the natural underwater 
heritage of the Maltese Islands. The 
lecture was delivered by Sandra Agius 
Darmanin at Heritage Malta’s head office 
in Valletta. 
 

During the lecture, Ms Agius Darmanin 
also shared her experience of participation 
in Florida where she explored and 
discussed with experienced marine 
biologists the sea-grasses, mangroves 
and coral reefs surrounding Key Largo. Ms 
Agius Darmanin’s participation in the 
program was the result of a joint initiative 
between Heritage Malta and Aurora Trust, 
with the collaboration of the Education 
Division. The experience helped her to 
better understand our own sea ecology 
and the problems that it faces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Ms Agius Darmanin has carried out field 
visits in the Amazon Forest, Peru; 
Maremma, Italy; Sicily, and Dorset, UK, 
and uses experiences like these to 
increase the students' awareness of their 
environment. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The lecture, which was being richly 
illustrated, was in English. Entrance was 
free and everybody was invited.  
 

Heritage Malta recognises that the 
island’s heritage goes well beyond the 
prehistoric sites and museums. It 
includes the natural landscape and 
habitat both on land and in the sea. Its 
current project with Aurora Trust is 
exploring the seabed for archaeological 
remains.  
 

Industry News 
 

Hyperbaric Unit Inaugurated in Gozo 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Hyperbaric Unit was inaugurated by 
the Prime Minister during an activity at 
the Gozo General Hospital. 

 

An area previously utilised as a laundry, 
has now been converted to house the 
sophisticated equipment that will serve 
to provide emergency treatment to 
divers suffering from decompression 
sickness. Decompression sickness is 
experienced by divers when established 
procedures to control the varying 
underwater pressures are not followed. 
The decompression chamber creates 
pressures similar to those found 
underwater and slowly decreases 
pressure so as to avoid serious 
complications. The availability of this 
facility makes the destination a safer 
place to dive, and therefore more 
attractive to divers, since specialised 
emergency treatment is available in a 
matter of a few minutes. Decompression 
sickness can often be tragic for divers.  

 

The setting up and installation of a 
decompression chamber at the Gozo 
General Hospital follows the scuttling of 

the MV Karwela and the MV Cominoland 
in August, and the ongoing marketing 
campaign in foreign media, to continue 
strengthening the position of Gozo as a 
quality diving destination. These 
components, together with the Master 
Plan for diving and hospital staff training, 
form part of the Structural Funds for Malta 
2004-2006 Niche Tourism Project for the 
Island of Gozo, involving an investment of 
1.3m. 
 

In his address, the Prime Minister said that 
the inauguration of the hyperbaric unit is 
an element of a serious of projects and 
initiatives that Government has embarked 
upon for the continuous development of 
the Maltese Islands and in particular, 
Gozo. The Niche Tourism for the Island of 
Gozo falls squarely within Government’s 
strategy for the development of Gozo it 
seeks to upgrade the tourism product, in 
particular selected niches that strengthen 
the unique destination. At the same time, 
European Union funds are being invested 
in areas that should have a direct impact 
on the island’s economic development, 
and at the same time, improve facilities for 
locals. This is the case with the new 
hyperbaric unit, at the Gozo General 
Hospital. Government is also committed 
towards continuing with the development 
of the health services in Gozo and has 
continuously invested in the upgrading of 
facilities and services on offer at the Gozo 
General Hospital.   
 

The Prime Minister also referred to Malta’s 
readiness towards the implementation of 
projects which will be funded by the 
European Union for the financial period 
2007-2013. Prime Minister said that Malta 
is ready to go with the project to be co-
financed under the next budgetary period, 
and that Malta’s submission was the first 
to be accepted from the 25 European 
Union countries. The Prime Minister also 
said that Gozo is once again being 
considered a priority in the Government’s 
programme – this time one of the five 
priorities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking during the inauguration 
ceremony, the Minister of Gozo said that 
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this occasion marks another significant 
step towards the improvement of the 
tourism product that the island of Gozo 
offers to its visitors. Government is heavily 
investing in the upgrading of the tourism 
that is continually gives to Gozo, 
especially to the development of its 
economy. Minister of Gozo said the 
inauguration of this project is possible 
thanks to the continuous dialogue that the 
Ministry of Gozo has with the island’s 
stakeholders who together identified the 
niche area of diving as one with potential 
for more growth.  
 

Gozo Minister also said that Government 
is committed to continuing with the 
upgrading programme and has directed 
European Union and national funds 
towards the improvement of tourism-
related facilities in Gozo, including the 
setting up of the Tourism Training Facility 
in Qala, the Museum of Archaeology at 
the Citadel, and the upgrading of arterial 
roads leading to popular tourism 
attractions. More tourism-oriented projects 
will be carried out in the 2007, especially 
with another 10% of the European Union 
allocation of funds for Malta for 2007-2013 
being once again allocated to Gozo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A documentary in English about the 
underwater and above-ground attractions 
of Gozo has been launched as part of the 
project’s marketing campaign, while 
certificates were presented to Gozo 
General Hospital staff who undertook 
training to operate the new hyperbaric 
unit.  
 
�

Diving Master Plan for Gozo and 
Comino Presented for Consultation 
 

The Diving Master Plan for Gozo and 
Comino, forming part of the EU co-funded 
Niche Tourism Project for the island of 
Gozo, was presented to the island’s diving 
tourism stakeholders during a presentation 
meeting at the Ministry for Gozo. 

 

Speaking during the meeting, the 
Minister for Gozo said that the drawing 
up of the Master Plan for Diving was 
done in a bid to give a holistic approach 
to diving as an area with potential 
growth for the benefit of the tourism 
industry for Gozo. Government had 
identified diving as an area where Gozo 
could have a competitive advantage and 
is now committed towards further 
improving the product on offer. The 
Niche Tourism Project for the Island of 
Gozo, involving the investment of €1.3 
million, involved also the scuttling of the 
vessels MV Karwela and MV 
Cominoland in August, the setting up of 
a decompression chamber in 
December, a marketing campaign 
through international magazines, a new 
website and a DVD, and the actual 
Master Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister said that the Master Plan, 
carried out in consultation with all the 
diving schools in Gozo, does not only 
give an analysis of the product on offer 
at present but also provides a basis for 
future developments and identifies 
measures that could be implemented to 
improve all diving sites around Gozo 
and Comino for the islands to be able to 
offer a more up market product. 
 

Minister announced that now that the 
Master Plan has been drawn up, the 
Ministry for Gozo will set up a Task 
Force to follow up on the measures 
identified and come up with an Action 
Plan to implement short-term, medium-
term and long-term targets. 
 

The Diving Master Plan for Gozo and 
Comino gives a thorough assessment of 
the existing product on offer and 
identifies ways for improvement on both 
land and sea, including individual site 
reports of diving locations. It looks at the 
underwater features but also the 
facilities for access to and from the 
water as well as other amenities on land 
that would enhance the diving 
experience. 

 

Assessment was carried out through desk 
research, on-line surveys, one-to-one 
encounters with individual divers as well 
as all diving schools operating from Gozo 
and Comino and a selection of diving 
schools operating from Malta. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations include the upgrading 
of shore dive sites with appropriate 
infrastructure, the organisation of parking 
and kitting up facilities at dive sites, the 
provision of safety equipment and the 
improvement of facilities to reduce the 
possibility of accidents at dive sites, the 
provision of more wrecks and artificial 
reefs at selected dive sites, the provision 
of secure mooring buoys at boat diving 
locations, the taking of steps to attract 
more fish to dive sites, and the 
organisation of proper data collection 
exercises to assist in better product-
analysis and monitoring.  
 

Following Gozo Minister introduction Mr 
Adrian Mallia, who conducted the research 
and drew up the Master Plan on behalf of 
Adi Associates Environmental Consultants 
Ltd, gave a presentation about the study 
findings and recommendations. The diving 
industry stakeholders on Gozo had the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the 
report presented during the meeting. 
 

The Diving Master Plan for Gozo and 
Comino forms part of the Structural Funds 
Programme for Malta 2004-2006 Niche 
Tourism Project for the Island of Gozo, 
specifically under the European Regional 
Development Fund, with the Government 
of Malta funding 25% of the project value.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interesting facts emanating from the 
Diving Master Plan for Gozo and 
Comino:  
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§ There are presently 11 diving schools on 
Gozo and 1 diving school on Comino, from 
a total of 44 in the Maltese Islands. 
 

§ 89% of diver-tourists to Gozo travel 
along with their family or friends. 20% 
either own property on Gozo or always 
stay in Gozo when travelling to the 
Maltese Islands. 48% are returning divers. 
The duration of visit ranges from one day 
to more than one month, with the majority 
staying between 6-15 days.  
 

§ A total of 57 dive sites have been 
identified through this Master Plan: 45 on 
Gozo and 12 on Comino. Of these, 21 can 
be accessed from shore, with the rest 
being boat dives. 4 of the 21 shore dives 
can also be boat dives. 
 

§ The overall best underwater experience 
was found to be the Blue Hole, followed 
by Reqqa Point and the Inland Sea. The 
most popular site for novice divers was 
found to be Mgarr ix-Xini followed by 
Crystal Lagoon, Xwejni Bay, Anchor Reef, 
Cominotto and � ondoq ir-Rummien bay. 
NOTE: the survey was carried out prior to 
the scuttling of the two vessels at ix-Xatt l-
A� mar..  
 

§ Following the scuttling of the two vessels 
at ix-Xatt l-Ahmar in August 2006, the dive 
site has become one of the top three dive 
sites on Gozo. .  
 

§ 88% of the diving sites are considered 
as relatively remote, with 22% being over 
2km from the nearest village, 39% within 
2km, and 27% within 1km. 
 
Marine Adventure Park 
 

An underwater marine park for divers, 
enclosed in a netted area the size of a 
football pitch, may be constructed off the 
coast of Malta if plans are approved by the 
government. A group of investors who 
includes a fish farm operator, a hotelier 
and members of the diving community, 
said the proposed Marine Adventure Park 
would have two fish-farm-style netted 
enclosures, one 30m deep and one at 8m. 
Situated one kilometre off Ras il-Griebeg, 
outside Mellieha Bay, the park would 
feature a selection of captive marine life 
and artificial reef structures, including a 
copy of a Roman shipwreck and a 
megalithic temple. Fish will either be hand-
fed or fed from permanent feeding 
stations, according to a Marine Adventure 
Park project spokesperson. “Coming face 
to face with these creatures of the deep is 
becoming a very rare encounter”, said a 

Marine Adventure Park project 
spokesperson. “In the Atlantis 
enclosure, sunfish, rays, groupers, sea 
hounds, dogfish, angle shark, tuna and 
other pelagic and bottom-dwelling fish 
will be on the list of attractions.” A sandy 
area with isolated patches of sea grass 
has been chosen as a possible location 
for the large netted enclosures. The 
Malta Marine Foundation, an 
organisation formed by the Maltese 
diving community, is supporting the 
project. A full development plan has 
been submitted to the Malta 
Environment and Planning Authority.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lead Anchor Stock Discovered……. 
Could it have come from St. Paul’s 
Shipwreck??? 
 

Mark Gatt was diving with friends on a 
Sunday morning in a force 3 SE wind 
with 90° underwater cross current gently 
drifting to the west, inland towards 
Ghallis Tower, some 600m off shore 
and to the left facing Salina Bay, at the 
depth of 36m, he came across this lead 
anchor stock.  
 

Another Roman anchor? Not exactly; 
this one has inscriptions embossed on 
either side of the stock. The left side has 
the world ISIS embossed while the right 
has SARAPI. The letters are legible. 
 

This discovery has been reported to the 
Superintendence of Culture Heritage 
and Mark Gatt have deposited the lead 
anchor stock at the Maritime Museum in 
Vittoriosa. Mr. Gatt is in close contact 
with the Superintendence to further 
investigate this important find.  
 

In this article Mr. Gatt gave a views of 
the possible history of this anchor, which 
is unique since it is the only one 
discovered locally that has words 
inscribed on it. A few others discovered 
in our waters have symbols of good luck 
or marine life, but none, to Mr. Gatt 
knowledge have words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These land anchor stocks were in use for 
about 200 years, from 100BC to 100AD. It 
could be that many of the stocks found 
originally may have had inscriptions which 
would have eroded after 2,000 years 
underwater. This one was preserved a it 
was discovered on its side with the 
inscription buried in the sand. In fact 
SARAPI might have in fact been 
SARAPIS, the last “S” having been lost as 
it would have been out of the sand, due to 
the weight of the stock in the middle and 
the ends having been found about the 
sand.  
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Annual Christmas Dinner  
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The Cub organized the Annual Christmas 
Dinner at the Maritim Antonine Hotel and 
Spa, it was held on Friday 15th December. 

 

The attendance, considering that there 
were members who had other 
engagements that evening was deemed to 
be satisfactory.  
 

The event was organized in conjunction 
with the annual Christmas Dinner of the 
Sliema Band Club who are always a 
source of help whenever we organise our 
own functions, the advantage is that when 
you have a good number  for an event like 
this one is able to negotiate a better price. 

 

The food in general was good it was good 
value for the price paid. 

 

Background music was provided by a live 
entertainer throughout the evening and 
everyone who attended seemed to be 
satisfied with the service provided. 
 

A raffle was organized during the function. 
From our side we had gifts donated by 
Subacqua Supplies & Services Ltd, Scuba 
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Systems Ltd, Jon Jon Jewellers, and Mark 
Trading. The raffle was held jointly with 
the Sliema Band Club, in all there were 10 
gifts to be won and we are happy to say 
that 80% of the gifts were won by Club 
members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Raffle Winners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Underwater Photo 
Presentation 
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If I’m around you are not safe! 
 

I have been diving for many years and 
one thing I always wished for was an 
underwater camera, just to be able to 

capture shots of everything I see. Let’s 
face it; a photo is better than my memory 
any time! Unfortunately cameras don’t 
come cheap and I couldn’t afford to buy 
one let alone develop some hundred 
photos per dive!  

 

Finally digital, affordable cameras came to 
be and I bought my dream toy a year ago. 
Since then I have taken over 2000 
underwater shots, many of which I deleted 
very quickly, as taking photos underwater 
is a little different from land ones.   

It took some getting used to, the lack of 
light and the grains in the sea all meant a 
lot of questions to Eric and Sarah! (Thanks 
guys for your patience)  

 

I finally got the hang of it and some of my 
photos were looking pretty good, even if I 
say so myself. 
 

You must have guessed by now that I love 
taking photos underwater but not so much 
above! Underwater I am always spoilt for 
choice of subject. The beauty of sea life 
never ceases to amaze me. The scenery, 
the flora, the fauna, the spectacular drop 
offs, the caves and the amazing deep blue 
colour as you exit a cave! It’s all a huge 
wonder, one which I never tire of seeing 
even if I’m freezing cold.  
 

However on land I rarely chose subjects 
instead I chose victims! And that’s where 
poor Mario got into my slide show!  
 

As for Manf and Henry, little did they think, 
on a cold December day, on a rocking 
luzzu that I was really taking photos, they 
became unsuspecting yet willing victims, 
not knowing their photos will be seen by 
the entire club?  

 

I hope that you enjoyed the slide show as 
I am working on the next one!!! Mario ic-
chairman, please take note with photos 
taken in the Red Sea as that is another of 
my dreams, one which I hope will be 
fulfilled this year. 
 
Important Ready comments …….. 
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“Gozo – The Hidden Gem of the 
Mediterranean”  
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The Documentary “Gozo – The Hidden 
Gem of the Mediterranean” was very 
interesting. It started with a small brief 
about the diving sites found in Gozo with 

what Gozo has to offer in culture, 
heritage and entertainment. 

 

About 25 people attended to watch the 
documentary and 3 came from the 
Amphibians Sub Aqua Club as the club 
invited their club for this event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HMS Stubborn & SS 
Polynesien  
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In the first video a petite Russian girl did 
a penetration dive in the wreck of the 
submarine HMS Stubborn which is 
situated at a depth of 57 metres off 
Qawra. In through one hatch and out 
from another, and again in through the 
hatch situated in the conning tower and 
out through another hatch. 

 

The second video was about the wreck 
of the SS Polynesien which is to be 
found at a depth of 65 metres off Zonqor 
Point, Marsascala.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Film - Great Classics U-Boat 
Movie ever “Das Boot” 
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The film “Das Boot’ is based on the 
experiences of a young war 
correspondent aboard Heinrich Lehman 

– Willenbrock’s U96. Twenty five years 
after its release it still enjoys massive 
acclaim, thanks in no small part to the 
superb actors.  
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III mmmpppooorrr tttaaannnttt    NNNooottt iii ccceee   
 

If anyone have purchased any of the 
following specific equipment kindly contact 
Mario Azzopardi on mobile no: 79393393 
 

 UWATEC Smart Pro Computer – Serial 
Number: 04030900111 

 

 SCUBAPRO Regulator MK25 1st Stage, 
S600 2nd Stage – Serial Number: 
0307705413 

 

 Mares regulator R2 AXIS – Serial 
Number: RA 21073 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PPPeeettt iii ttt iiiooonnn   DDDooolllppphhhiiinnnsss   
 

Dear Members, 

  

We would like to draw your attention to the 
possibility to sign an online petition:  

http://www.petitiononline.com/golfinho/ 
  

This petition is about the massacre of 
dolphins. You can inform yourself of this 
outrage by visiting: 

www.glumbert.com/media/dolphin 

 

Viewer discretion advised. 
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PPPrrr eeessssss   RRReeellleeeaaassseee   
BBBSSS---AAACCC   GGGaaaiii nnnsss   EEEUUUFFF   AAAccccccrrr eeedddiii tttaaattt iii ooonnn   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The British Sub Aqua Club takes great 
pride in announcing that, as a result of a 
three-day audit, the organisation now has 
European Underwater Federation 
accreditation for the Ocean Diver and Dive 
leader qualifications as well as the Open 
Water Instructor qualification. 

 

The audit was conducted by the European 
Underwater Federation and involved the 
inspection of Headquarters’ processes, 
BSAC branch training and the BSAC 
Instructor Training Scheme events. 

 

The inspectors observed branch lectures 
and pool training activities at Merseyside 
Branch 5 and an Instructor Foundation 
Course in Liverpool.  The auditors then 
braved icy waters to watch an Open Water 
Instructor Course and Branch-run Ocean 
Diver and Dive Leader open water training 
at Eccelston Delph Dive Centre. 
 

The Lead Auditor said that ‘the audit was 
very well prepared, extensive in its 
coverage and provided ample 
opportunities to see the implementation of 
the training of divers and instructors’.  He 
added that ‘this is the first audit where 
there have been no items of concern’. 
 

Alistair Reynolds, BSAC Technical 
Manager, said ‘The planning was done 
very quickly and I am pleased that the 
programme ran so well with such a 
wonderful outcome.  Our thanks must go 
to the many members involved in making 
it such a success’. 
 

The members and groups involved were,  
 Geoff Carr for writing the self-
declaration forms 
 Steve Palmer, Chairman, and members 
of Merseyside Branch No 005,  

 Peter Hall, ITS staff and candidates 
on the Liverpool IFC,  
 Dennis Wigg, staff and candidates on 
the OWIC,  
 Andy Bennett, DO, and members of 
Mid-Lancashire SAC Branch No 2405,  
 Andrew Gay, DO, and members of 
Mansfield Branch No 735 and  
 HQ Staff and members of the Diver 
resources Team. 

 

BSAC Ocean Diver is now validated to 
the EN 14153-2 – ‘Autonomous Diver 
standard the BSAC Dive Leader to EN 
14153-3 – ‘Dive Leader’ and the BSAC 
Open Water Instructor to EN 14413-2 – 
‘Instructor Level 2’. 

The benefits to our members will be that 
the above diver and instructor 
qualifications will be recognised in all 
EU countries and when the EN 
becomes an ISO, in a few months time, 
that the qualifications will be recognised 
world-wide. 
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Underwater Photo Gallery 
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CCCrrr ooosssssswwwooorrr ddd   PPPuuuzzzzzzllleee 
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1.  It was intended to be underwater 
anyway  

4.  When the brain runs short of fuel  
7.  We all got lots of these, but none can 

take us diving 
8. Wookey is a huge one!!  
9.  You plan one to save a distressed 

diver 
10.  _ _ _ _ _stone, a reef in the Red  
11. Many divers have problems with this 

pair  
12. Noun of 
13. He was the first BSAC club  
15. Used to communicate underwater  
16. The Rozi was one of these types of 

boats 
19. When you buy a piece of equipment, it 

comes from a well known _ _ _ _ _  
20. Always monitor _ _ _ _ buddy 
21. A type of tide 
22. Trapped air between tissues and 

organs 
24. Good torches and good navigational 

skills for this kind of diving 
25. Self Contained Underwater Breathing 

Apparatus 

 

��2� �

 

1.  Can be used instead of a DV  
2. If you are positive, you are _________  
3. Drunk underwater 
4. Stops a build up of carbon dioxide 
5. Measured in bars  
6. A dry suit is definitely needed to dive 

under this body mass 
13. Another word for breathing 
14. This point has a light 
17. Robert’s Law 
18. You can get a drink from here, or use it 

before a dive 
19. A necessity if low on air 
23. Last resort is to do an emergency _ _ _  
26. Plant them before a dive 
 
 
 
 

   

SSSuuudddoookkkuuu   PPPuuuzzzzzzllleee 

 

Fill in the grid so that every row, every 
column, and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1 through 9.  

 

That's all there is to it. 
 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 4

7 8

10

11

12

9

13

15

16

2018

21

22

24 25

2 3 5 6

26

17

14

23

19

21

1 4

7 8

10

11

12

9

13

15

16

2018

21

22

24 25

2 3 5 6

26

17

14

23

19

21

2 7 4 6
5 6 3 9

7 3 5 1
2 1 4 9 6

8 2
9 5 6 1 7

8 3 2 6
4 2 7 1

4 6 1 8

2 7 4 6
5 6 3 9

7 3 5 1
2 1 4 9 6

8 2
9 5 6 1 7

8 3 2 6
4 2 7 1

4 6 1 8
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DDDiiivvveee   &&&    DDDiiissscccooovvveeerrr    
WWWooorrr ddd   SSSeeeaaarrr ccchhh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WWWeeelllcccooommmeee   TTTooo   CCCaaalllyyypppsssooo   
SSSuuubbb   AAAqqquuuaaa   CCCllluuubbb   

 
!����������(�"�����3��������%'' �

Etienne Cassar  

 
 

!����������(�"�������
������%''  
Nanette Farrugia 

Simon Abela  

 
 

!����������(�"�����!��"��#-���
��%''4  
Jeanine Borg Ghigo 
Antoine Blanchez 

Antonio Greco 
Miguel Micallef  
Sarah Banavage 
Dr Adrian Cassar 

Anton Micallef 
Dr Alison Abdilla 
Dr Maria Mallia 
Ingo Gruenert 

Jackie Ransley     
Brian Ferrante 

Joseph Campbell  
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FFFuuunnnddd---RRRaaaiiisssiiinnnggg   
SSSiiinnngggllleee   &&&    DDDooouuubbbllleee   
TTTaaabbbllleee   FFFooooootttbbbaaalll lll    
TTTooouuurrr nnnaaammmeeennnttt    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The club is organising a Fund Raising 
Single and Double Table Football 
Tournament with diving equipment prizes 
to be won. This even will be held every 
Tuesday at the Club’s house in Floriana. 
 

Regular updates and photos of this event 
will be published in the next issue of the 
Oracle. 
 

FFFuuunnnddd---RRRaaaiiisssiiinnnggg   
TTTrrr yyy   DDDiiivvveee   EEEvvveeennnttt    222000000777 

 

 
 
 

For the last two year this even was 
organised in aid of Puttinu Cares 
Children’s Cancer Support, this year the 
club’s committee have agree that this year 
try dive event will be in aid of Caritas 
Malta.  
 

Caritas mission is to alleviate poverty and 
promote human development and social 
justice, witnessing to the Christian faith 
and Gospel values. 
 

The Club’s Committee is working together 
with Caritas Malta Committee to organise 
this Try Dive Event and make it a 
successful event like the previous years. 
Try Dive Event date and full details will be 
communicated to all club members in the 
near future. The Committees are hoping 
that everyone gives a helping hand in this 
event to make a big difference in these 
peoples life with only a small effort from all 
club members.  
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NNNeeewww   SSSccchhheeeddduuullleeeddd   BBBSSS---
AAACCC   CCCooouuurrr ssseee   

 

A new BS-AC beginner’s course Ocean 
Diver and Sports Diver was commenced in 
March. If you know of any friends who are 
interested in attending a diving course 
please inform the Diving Officer, Mario 
Azzopardi, who can be contacted on 
mobile no: 79393393 or email: 
calypso393@yahoo.co.uk 
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BBBSSS---AAACCC   SSSkkkiii lll lll    
DDDeeevvveeelll ooopppmmmeeennnttt    CCCooouuurrr ssseeesss   

 

The Club is able to offer various BSAC 
Skill Development Courses. 
  

Some of the courses on offer are at the 
following: 
  

 First Aid 
 Life saver 
 Advanced Life Saver 
 Practical Rescue Management 
 Basic & Advanced Nitrox Course 
 Extended Range Diver 

 Oxygen Administration 

  

If anyone is interested in participating in 
any of the above courses please contact 
Mario Azzopardi on mobile no: 79393393 
or email: calypso393@yahoo.co.uk 
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“You stated you like scuba diving and 
hanging out with the fish. Just how 
much time do you spend in the water?”   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“What did you think I meant when I said  
I was going outside to try out my new 
dive gear?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I’d like you to go scuba diving with me 
today, Smith. You’ll be swimming near 
me with meat tied around you. That 
way you’ll distract any sharks that may 
be in the area.”  
 
 

MMM aaallldddiiivvveeesss      
UUUnnndddeeerrr wwwaaattteeerrr    
RRReeessstttaaauuurrr aaannnttt    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


