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The long warm summer days have left us abruptly and been replaced with the sudden thunder storms of recent 
weeks.  Water temperature is slowly dropping losing a few degrees already.  Consequently, some of you are wrapping 
yourselves with a few more neoprene layers on the Sunday dives.   Others, who fear the cold temperatures of winter 
diving more than they fear reptiles, insects and mice, are feeling warmer now as they dive in the comfort of their dry 
suits.  Those who do not own a dry suit yet have either forgotten about diving altogether or are in the process of 
buying one. 
  

Diving in winter has its highs as well as its lows.  Adverse weather conditions occasionally compromise or even blow 
out diving on some sites. The sea temperature becomes very cold and the already reduced number of boat dives 
inspires more seasickness than summer.  Despite of this, when weather holds off tampering with our plans, we 
certainly do not miss out.  So come on, join us on the winter dives. Sometimes it is even more fun and the visibility 
tends to be clearer in winter ... unless diving soon after a storm!!! 
  

Of particular current interest are the planned Marine Adventure Park and the mysterious underwater structures off 
Sliema coast which have become hot topics among our club members.  Indeed, both are relatively new projects 
with the former still waiting the go ahead from MEPA, whereas the latter will be visited soon during a Sunday boat 
dive in November.  We invite club member to voice their thoughts on these and other subjects, or write us a letter to 
feature it in the next Oracle newsletter. 
 
Meanwhile, as this is the last newsletter of the year 2006, the Oracle's editing team would like to take this opportunity 
to wish each and every member, their buddies and families a very merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2007. 
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The Year 2006 as its precursors, will soon be part of history; just a few days to go before we will enter the period of 
festivities highlighted by Christmas day, reaching a climax on New Year's Eve. We have walked through 2006 with its 
positives and negatives, each of us taking the direction deemed the best possible. 

 

The club had a very effective year; we have worked diligently to continue to achieve the objective for which the club 
was set up 36 years ago, to teach the sport of scuba diving. A very encouraging number of people followed a diving 
course with the Club. Whenever a new course was scheduled to start we always had a good response for it, despite 
the fact that these days it is not much cheaper to follow a diving course with the Club. The secret of our success is 
and will remain the commitment and motivation of our instructors to pass on their knowledge to others. This they do in 
a very professional way. 

 

The Club also catered well for qualified divers, we have given them the opportunity to develop their diving skills by 
offering them an interesting series of diving opportunities and advanced diving courses.  
 

One of the main worries the Club has had during these last years has been trying to find new premises to be used as 
the club house. The club’s approaches to government entities to lease a government property have so far all failed.  
 

Fortunately we have been given a new ‘lease’ of life as the current management of the Centru Sport Edukattiv do not 
have any immediate plans to evict us from the present premises. 
 

It is sad to note that this year in Malta we have had four diving fatalities, all foreign divers. These incidents will surely 
reflect negatively on the sport. Whether these fatalities happened due to human error, a medical problem, lack of 
experience, malfunction of equipment, or due to another cause we will never know as any incidents reports are ever 
published locally. Surely these fatalities could have been avoided. The Club has a good track record where diving 
safety is concerned, we know of no diving incidents where the Club was involved, although unfortunately a handful of 
members indulge in extreme diving during Club organized dives. Hopefully sense will prevail in these individuals. 
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The Club will have the Christmas Dinner on Friday 15th December, and I hope to see most of the members attending 
this yearly event. 

 

I wish to convey my sincere best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all the members and their families. I 
would like to thank all the instructors and members of the Club who worked hard during this past year to ensure that 
the Club remained active, and I am sure that this coming year with a new committee in place, the Club will continue to 
play a leading role in Maltese diver education. 
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People have been diving ever since primitive man was forced to collect food from the sea. We know this because 
scientists have found undersea artefacts on land and there are depictions of divers in ancient drawings. Men and 
woman have practiced breath-hold diving for thousands of years and there has always been an interest in trying to 
find out how to stay underwater longer. This type of diving is still practiced today in different variations – free diving 
and skin diving.  
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  – Coastal cultures such as those found in Greece, Mesopotamia, China, and probably many other parts of 
the world, engage in diving as a form of food-gathering, commerce, or warfare.   

$$&�	#	$$'�"
 – Divers are involved in military operations during the Trojan Wars. They sabotage enemy ships by 
boring holes in the hulls or cutting the anchor ropes. Divers are also used to construct underwater defences designed 
to protect ports from the attacking fleets. 

$!!!"
  – The writings of Homer mention Greek sponge fishermen who plummet to depths of almost 30 meters by 
holding a heavy rock. They knew little about the physical dangers of diving. To try and compensate for the increasing 
pressure on their ears, they poured oil into their ear canals and took a mouthful before descent. Once on the bottom, 
they spit out the oil, cut as many sponges free of the bottom as their breath would allow, and were then hauled back 
to the surface by a tether.  

 !!"
  – A Greek diver named Scyllias and his daughter Cyana use diving reeds to cut the mooring lines of the 
Persian King Xerxes fleet.  

�$�"
  – The first account of diving used in warfare is found in the narration of the siege of Syracuse by the Greeks, 
written by the historian Thucydides. He tells of Greek divers who submerged to remove underwater obstacles from the 
harbour in order to ensure the safety of their ships.  

(%!"
  – Aristotle mentions the use of a sort of air-supply diving bell in his Problemata: “…in order that these fishers 
of sponges may be supplied with a facility of respiration, a kettle is let down to them, not filled with water, but with air, 
which constantly assists the submerged man; it is forcibly kept upright in its descent, in order that it may be sent down 
at an equal level all around, to prevent the air from escaping and the water from entering…” 

(()"
  – Alexander the Great, in his famous siege of Tyre (Lebanon), uses demolition 
divers to remove underwater obstacles from the harbour. It is reported that Alexander 
himself made several dives in a crude bell to observe the work in progress. 

$!!"
  – Salvage diving operations around the major shipping ports of 
the eastern Mediterranean are so well organized that a scale of 
payment for salvage work is established by law, acknowledging the 
fact that effort and risk increase with depth.  

** – Plinius the Elder mentions the use of air hoses by divers. 

)!!  – Peruvian vase shows diver wearing goggles and holding fish. 

$(!!  – Persian divers were using underwater eye-goggles, made from the polished shells of 
tortoises.  

$ !!�  – Leonardo da Vinci designs the first known scuba. His drawings of a self-contained underwater breathing 
apparatus appear in his Codex Atlanticus. Da Vinci’s design combines air supply and buoyancy control in a single 
system, and foreshadows later diving suits. There is no evidence that he ever built his device. He seems, instead, to 
have abandoned scuba in favour of refining the diving bell. 

$ (  – Guglielmo de Loreno developed what is considered to be a true diving bell. 
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$% ! – Von Guericke developed the first effective air pump and used it to study the phenomenon of vacuum and the 
role of air in combustion and respiration.  

$%%* – Robert Boyle observed a gas bubble in the eye of viper that had been compressed and then decompressed. 
This was the first recorded observation of decompression sickness or “the bends”. 

$%&$ – Edmund Halley patented a diving bell which was connected by a pipe to weighted barrels of air that could be 
replenished from the surface.  
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$*$  – John Lethbridge built a “diving engine”, an underwater oak cylinder that was 
surface-supplied with compressed air. Water was kept out of the suit by means of 
greased leather cuffs, which sealed around the operator’s arms.  

$**%	– First authenticated attack by military submarine – American Turtle vs. HMS 
Eagle, New York harbour.  

$*''  – John Smeaton refined the diving bell by incorporating an efficient hand-
operated pump to supply fresh compressed air and a non-return valve to keep air from going back up the hose when 
pumping stops. 

$')�  – Charles Anthony Deane patented a “smoke helmet” for fire fighters. This helmet was used for diving, too. The 
helmet fitted over the head and was held on with weights. Air was supplied from the surface.  

$'(*  – Augustus Siebe produced the first diving helmet and dress, based on Edward’s design. The young and clever 
engineer George Edwards, after using the Deane gear for over a year, suggested safety improvements.  

$'�!  – Seibe’s helmet was used by the Royal Navy on salvage operations of the wreck of 
the Royal George. The diving team, lead by Colonel Pasley, was very satisfied with Siebe’s 
helmet. The “Siebe Improved Diving Dress” is adopted as the standard diving dress by the 
Royal Engineers. Pasley too suggested some improvements to the helmet. He suggested 
separating the bonnet and the breastplate by means of an interrupted thread facility. Siebe 
took over the advice and thus the basic design for all later diving helmets war born.  

$'�(  – The first diving school was established by the Royal Navy. 

$'%  – Benoit Rouquayrol and Auguste Denayrouse patented an apparatus for underwater 
breathing. It consisted of a horizontal steel tank of compressed air on a diver’s back, 
connected to a valve arranged to a mouth-piece. With this apparatus the diver was tethered 
to the surface by a hose that pumped fresh air into the low pressure tank, but he was able to 

disconnect the tether and dive with just the tank on his back for a few minutes. 

$'*%	- Englishman Henry A. Fleuss developed the first workable, self-contained diving rig that used compressed 
oxygen. 

$'*' 	– Paul Bert published “La Pression Barometrique”, a book length work containing his physiologic studies of 
pressure changes. 

$&!'	– John Scott Haldane, Arthur E. Boycott and Guybon C. Damant, published “The Prevention of Compressed-Air 
Illness”, a paper on decompression sickness. 

$&!&	– The Draeger company of Lubeck, Germany a manufacturer of gas valves, fire fighting 
equipment, and mine safety devices plunged into making dive gear. The company creates a self-
contained dive system combining a “hard hat” style helmet with a backpack containing 
compressed oxygen. Over the next few years, Drager will win numerous patents for diving 
equipment.  

$&$!	– Dr. John Scott Haldane, a British physiologist, confirms that caisson disease is caused by 
the release of dissolved nitrogen when surfacing. To enable divers to avoid “the bends”, Haldane 
develops a procedure that calls for gradually staged “decompression”. His pioneering research 
culminates in publication of the first dive tables. 

$&$!	– Sir Robert Davis, a director of Siebe, Gorman, refines the Fleuss system and comes up with the Davis False 
Lung. His reliable, compact, easily stored, and fully self-contained rebreather is adopted (or copied) throughout the 
world for use as an emergency escape device for submarine crews.  
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$&$)	– Germany’s Westfalia Maschinenfabrik markets a hybrid dive system that blends scuba and surface-fed 
components with mixed gas technology. 

$&$ 	– An early film of 20,000 Leagues under the Sea marks the first commercial use of underwater cinematography. 
Cast and crew used modified Fleuss/Davis rebreathers and “Oxylite”, a compound that generates oxygen through a 
chemical reaction (Oxylite explodes if it gets wet, a trait that tends to limit its popularity as a scuba component). 

$&$*	– The U.S Bureau of Contraction & Repair introduced the Mark V Diving Helmet. It was used for most salvage 
work during World War II. The Mark V Diving Helmet became the standard U.S. Navy Diving equipment. 

$&)�	– First helium-oxygen experimental dives were conducted by U.S Navy and 
Bureau of Mines. 

$&(!�	– Guy Gilpatric pioneered the use of rubber goggles with glass lenses for skin 
diving. By the mid-1930s, face masks, fins and snorkels were in common use. Fins 
were patented by Louis de Corlieu in 1933. 

$&(!	– William Beebe descended 1,426 feet in a bathysphere attached to a barge by 
a steel cable to the mother ship. 

$&((	– Yves Le Prieur modified the Rouquaryrol-Denayrouse investion by combining 
a demand valve with a high pressure air tank to give the diver complete freedom from 
hoses and lines. 

$&(�	– William Beebe and Otis Barton descended 3,028 feet in a bathysphere.  
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$&�$	+	$&�� – During World War II, Italian divers used closed circuit scuba equipment to place explosives under 
British naval and merchant marine ships.� 

$&�)	+	$&�( – Jacques-Yves Cousteau and Emile Gagnan design and test the first Aqua-
Lung. This device is a vast improvement on earlier SCUBA devices and will completely 
change the sport diving community over the next decade. Early testers of the first 
prototypes included Philippe Tailliez, Frederic Dumas, Simone Cousteau, Philippe 
Cousteau, and Jean-Michel Cousteau.  

$&�% – Cousteau’s Aqua Lung was marketed commercially in France. (UK 1950, Canada 
1951, USA 1952). 

$&�* – Dumas made a record dive with the Aqua Lung to 307 feet in the Mediterranean Sea.  

$&�' – Otis Barton descended in a modified bathysphere to a depth of 4500 feet, off the coast of California.  

$& !�� – Auguste Picard with son Jacques pioneered a new type of vessel called the bathyscaphe. It was completely 
self-contained and designed to go deeper than the bathysphere.  

$& $ – The first issue of “Skin Diver Magazine” appeared in December. Edited by Chuck Blakeslee and Jim Auxier, 
the magazine soon becomes the central source for information on the industry.  

$& ( – “The Silent World” by Cousteau was published chronicling the development of the Cousteau-Gagnan Aqua 
Lung. 

$& � – Georges S. Houot and Pierre-Henri Willm used a bathyscaphe to exceed Barton’s 1948 diving record, 
reaching a depth of 13,287 feet. 

$& � – Al Tillman and Bev Morgan develop the first public skin and scuba diver education program in the United 
States. The Los Angeles County program quickly becomes the template for all 
programs that were to follow.  

$& ' – The first segment of Sea Hunt aired on television, starring Lloyd Bridges as 
Mike Hunt, underwater adventurer.  

$& & – YMCA began the first nationally organized course for scuba certification. 

$&%! – Jacques Picard and Don Walsh descended to 35,820 feet in the bathyscaphe 
Trieste.  
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$&%! – The National Diving Patrol was renamed the National Association of Underwater Instructors (NAUI) and it was 
incorporated ad non-profit educational organization. Al Tillman became the first President and Hess became 
Executive Secretary.  

$&%)	– Capt George F Bond, Jacques Cousteau and Ed Link conduct several underwater experiments whereby divers 
lived in underwater habitats, times varied from 14 hours – 1 month.  

$&% 	– Al Tillman creates, the Underwater Explorers Society (UNEXSO) in Freeport, Grand Bahama Island. UNEXSO 
becomes a prototype for the complete destination diving resort. This is the first time people had a place to go that 
catered only to divers and provided, in house, everything needed for both in-water and out-of-the water activities.  

$&%%	– John Cronin and Ralph Ericson founded the Professional Association 
of Diving Instructors (PADI) 

$&%'	– John J. Gruener and R. Neal Watson dove to 437 feet breathing 
compressed air. 

$&*!	– Important advances relating to scuba safety that began in the 1960s 
become widely implemented in the 1970s, such as certification cards to 
indicate a minimum level of training, change from J-valve reserve system to 
non-reserve K valves, and adoption of the BC and single hose regulators as 
essential pieces of diving equipment. 

$&*!	– Bob Clark founded Scuba Schools International (SSI) 

$&**	– The first Diving Equipment & Marketing Association (DEMA) trade 
show convened in Miami, Florida in 1977. The show established itself as a 
neutral ground where individuals representing various areas of the dive 
industry could meet to share ideas and discuss the current issues 
surrounding recreational diving.  

$&'!	– Divers Alert Network (DAN) was founded at Duke University as a 
non-profit organization to promote safe diving.  

$&'$	 – Record 2250 foot-dive was made in a Duke Medical Centre 
Chamber.  

$&'(	– The Orca Edge, the first commercially available dive computer, 
was introduced.  

$&' – The wreck of the Titanic was found.  

$&&!�	– An estimated 500,000 new scuba divers are certified yearly in the 
U.S., new scuba magazines form and scuba travel is big business. There is an increase in diving by non-professionals 
who use advanced technology, including mixed gases, full face masks, underwater voice communication, propulsion 
systems, and so on.  

$&&&	 – SSI merged with the National Association of Scuba Diving 
Schools (NASDS) and created a new synergy in the dive industry. The 
sales and marketing expertise of NASDS, when joined with the 
renowned educational products of SSI.  

���	 )!!) 	 – The FBI issued a nationwide alert saying that it has 
received information about a possible terrorist threat from underwater 
divers. The threat was serious enough for the agency to contact several 
scuba shops, seeking information about students and customers.  

,�������	)!!) 	– “Skin Diver’ magazine ceased publication. 

-���	)!!( 	– John Cronin, co-founder of PADI, died 

-���	 )!!( 	– Tanya Streeter, a world champion free diver, broke both 
the men’s and women’s variable ballast free diving world records. She descended 400 feet (122 metres) to capture 
the variable ballast record and become the first person to ever break all four deep free diving world records.  
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Early in July of 2000 some club members along with some other divers from all over Malta as well as a couple of 
foreigners, set off on an expedition led by Emi Farrugia. The objective was to locate and dive the wreck of the cargo 
ship Dorset. I was asked if I wanted to go along and I didn’t need to be asked twice, it was not an opportunity to miss. 
  

The Dorset was not just any wreck but a part of our history. It was one of the ships taking part in Operation Pedestal, 
more commonly known to us Maltese as the Santa Marija Convoy during WW2. One of nine cargo ships sunk out of 
the fourteen making up the convoy, it was sunk by German aircraft almost within sight of our islands on the 13th of 
August 1942. It now lies a few kilometers off the Italian island of Lampedusa at a depth of 50 meters. 

 

The club had tried to locate it before during a diving cruise round the area about a year previously, but it had only 
really been an afterthought as they weren’t prepared and equipped for a search, and they weren’t successful. Our 
expedition went prepared and in fact we managed to locate the wreck on our first try. After that it was just a matter of 
planning the dive, dividing divers into waves and making up the order of diving. We were to use Nitrox for 
decompressing. 
 

Those of you who have read my previous articles know by now that wreck diving is my favorite type of diving. 
However all wrecks are different, there is something thrilling about diving a historic wreck, none of us had dived this 
one before and we didn’t know what we were going to find. 
 

The wreck turned out to be badly broken up, not much of the superstructure was left. It was covered with algae but 
that didn’t make it any the less interesting. The Dorset had been on the receiving end of a German air attack, it had 
received three near misses, its engine room had flooded and some barrels of high octane fuel that had been stowed 
on the deck were on fire, so it was abandoned. There is no record of the ship exploding but judging from its state 
there must have been some sort of explosion. 
 

The only marine life on the wreck was large numbers of fair sized Two Banded Bream. We spotted a gun carriage 
probably belonging to an anti aircraft gun headed for the island to reinforce the defenses. Fishing nets and line were 
draped everywhere and on our way back to the shot line I saw my buddy who was in front get entangled in some thick 
fishing line. My first thought while grabbing my knife to go to his aid was “he could have been more careful”. Then I 
discovered that I couldn’t move and looking behind at my legs I humbly realized that I could have been more careful 
too as I was now well and truly entangled too. Still my knife made short work of the line and despite getting entangled 
a second time I managed to make it back to the shot, my buddy having freed himself. That evening we landed in 
Lampedusa, dining on the island and doing a little exploring. 

 

We made a second dive on the wreck the next day, this one uneventful, having explored the wreck further and leaving 
a commemorative plaque in honour of those men who gave their lives in this epic battle, the harshest convoy battle of 
the Second World War. 
 

We managed to do few more dives around the islands of Lampedusa and Linosa, the last one at a place called Punto 
Calcarella. This is a magnificent reef with incredible rock formations and lots of large Groupers.  
 

We headed back to Malta accompanied for most of the way by a group of dolphins who insisted on giving us a show 
riding the bow wave of our liveabaord twisting and turning and performing all sorts of acrobatics.  Personally I felt like I 
had been part of something special, visiting a piece of our history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dorset before she ended up in a heap of twisted metal at 50m just a few kilometers off Lampedusa 
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Since then some members of the club have been on other expeditions diving on other victims of those fateful August 
days of 1942 such as, the cruiser HMS Manchester sunk on the same day as the Dorset. It was scuttled by its crew 
after being badly damaged by Italian Torpedo Boats off the Tunisian coast while escorting the convoy. It now lies at a 
depth of 85 meters. Unfortunately I was unable to take part in these expeditions. 
 

I hope to dive the Dorset again one day and explore it more thoroughly, it deserves another visit. 
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Steve Irwin, the hugely popular Australian television personality and 
environmentalist known as the "Crocodile Hunter," was killed by a stingray while 
filming an underwater documentary on the Great Barrier Reef. He was 44. 
 

Irwin was killed by a stingray barb to the heart on Batt Reef, off the remote resort 
town of Port Douglas in northeastern Queensland State, his wildlife park Australia 
Zoo said in a statement.  

 

Crew members aboard Irwin's boat, Croc One, called emergency services in the 
nearest city, Cairns, and administered CPR as they rushed the boat to nearby 
Low Isle to meet a rescue helicopter. Medical staff pronounced Irwin dead a short 
time later, the statement said. 
 

Irwin was famous for his enthusiasm for wildlife and his catchword "Crikey!" in his 
television program "Crocodile Hunter," which was first broadcast in Australia in 
1992 and has aired around the world on the Discovery channel. 
 

Irwin's dedication to conservationist causes led him to become a vocal critic of 
wildlife hunts in Australia. The federal government 
recently dropped plans to allow crocodile safaris 
for wealthy tourists in the Northern Territory 
following his vehement objections. 
 

Irwin told the Australian television program "A Current Affair" that "killing one of our 
beautiful animals in the name of trophy hunting will have a very negative impact on 
tourism, which scares the living daylights out of me." 

 

However, Irwin had also received negative publicity in recent years. In January 2004, 
he stunned onlookers at the Australia Zoo reptile park by carrying his month-old son 
into a crocodile pen during a wildlife show. He tucked the infant under one arm while 
tossing the 13-foot reptile a piece of meat with the other. 
 

Authorities declined to charge Irwin for violating safety regulations. Later that year, he 
was accused of getting too close to penguins, a seal and humpback whales in 
Antarctica while making a documentary. Irwin denied any wrongdoing, and an 
Australian Environment Department investigation recommended no action be taken. 
 

Stingrays have flat bodies and tails with serrated spines, which contain venom and can cause cuts and puncture 
wounds. The creatures are not aggressive and injury usually occurs when a swimmer or diver accidentally steps on 
one.  
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A private funeral service was held for Australian TV naturalist Steve Irwin and he was buried at 
his family’s zoo in the northern of Queensland, international media reported. 
 

Irwin’s father, Bob Irwin, had declined a government offer for a state funeral for his son.  
 

Irwin, 44, had flirted with death many times in his “Crocodile Hunter” doumentaries, seen by 
200 million people, wrestling with some of the world’s most dangerous creatures. News of 

Irwin’s death clogged Internet news sites and drew tributes from aroud the world.  
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Two American tourists are lucky to be alive after they went missing while scuba diving with the Nimrod Explorer live-
aboard in northern Queensland. 
 

The couple was drift diving on their fourth dive of the day when they disappeared. 
 

After Nimrod Explorer's chase boats failed to find the missing couple, the boat 
crew finally notified authorities of a missing diver emergency at about 6:55pm, 
approximately 45 minutes after sunset. 

 

Emergency Management Queensland scrambled a rescue helicopter, which found 
the missing divers near Lizard Island in total darkness just before 9pm. 

 

Rescue officials said that the divers, including a 40-year-old male and a 38-year-old female, had deployed night diving 
glow sticks to aid searchers. 

 

Both were uninjured and needed no medical attention. Although the divers were experienced, open sea drift diving 
usually requires skilled chase boat operators capable of finding divers who may separate and ascend in different 
locations. 
The sooner missing divers are found, the higher their chances of survival and consequently, many live-aboard and 
day charter dive operators avoid scheduling drift dives late in the day when there is little time to find missing divers 
before dark. 
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In January 1998, the Outer Edge dive boat owned and operated by Geoff ”Jack" Nairn left American tourists Tom and 
Eileen Lonergan behind and failed to realize they were missing for two days. 
 

Fearing that the highly publicized accident could damage Australia's scuba-related tourism, Dive Queensland, a 
marketing and promotion group, circulated rumours that the Lonergans had committed suicide. 

 

A film called Open Water, based on the disappearance of the Lonergans, was released in August 2004. 
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The sun is bright and hot as you break surface. You squint to see the outline of a boat. After 40 minutes of scuba 
diving you feel disoriented. You paddle round to see whether the boat is behind you, but there is nothing: just calm, 
Blue Ocean, stretching to the horizon. 

�

Such is the scenario of Open Water, the surprise hit of this year's Sundance film festival, which has also met with rave 
reviews across the American movie press. Shot on handheld digital cameras with a shoestring budget, it depicts the 
disintegration of a happy American couple after they are abandoned in shark-infested seas off the Bahamas during a 
dive holiday. 
 

The promotional material boasts that the film is "based on true events", but its makers are 
now parrying questions about exactly which true events are involved. Yet few doubt that the 
inspiration is the case of Tom and Eileen Lonergan, American tourists who disappeared off 
Australia's Great Barrier Reef on January 25, 1998. The couple had wound up in Australia 
after several years of travelling round the world. They had met and married at Louisiana 
State University, where Eileen had taken up scuba diving and persuaded Tom to join in her 
hobby. For two years they had taught for the Peace Corps in the Pacific island country of 
Tuvalu, before spending a further year in Fiji. 

 

They were planning to travel round the world before heading home, but first the couple was 
determined to visit the Barrier Reef. In Port Douglas, an upmarket diving and sailing town 
towards the end of the road north through Queensland, they decided to take a day trip on a 
26-passenger boat, the Outer Edge. For A$160, the five crew would take them for three 
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dives on the ribbon reefs, a stack of broad shoals that run along the seaward ramparts of the Barrier Reef, 40 miles 
offshore. On their third dive, round about 3pm, they headed off together and were last spotted swimming calmly 12m 
down. When they came to the surface after less than an hour underwater, the Outer Edge had gone. 
 

Being left behind on a dive is not an instant death sentence. Paul Lucas, a tourist from Leicester with less than 10 
dives under his belt, survived for 40 hours in stormy seas in January 2000, after he was left behind by a dive boat in 
northern New South Wales. A diver is wearing an inflatable lifejacket and has the air to inflate it in a tank strapped to 
their back. The danger in the blazing heat of tropical Queensland is that, without fresh water, someone floating in the 
middle of the ocean may dehydrate long before help can arrive. 
 

The day after the incident the Outer Edge brought another tour party to the area, and one diver found six dive weights 
resting on the bottom. Oblivious to what had happened the previous day, a crew member described the find as a 
bonus. 
 

At that point Tom and Eileen might still have been alive just a few miles away, using the empty dive belt to bind them 
together. They certainly appear to have survived the night: several months later a fisherman 100 miles north of the 
site found a dive slate which records their thoughts as dawn broke that morning. In a wobbly scrawl faded by months 
in the water, Tom Lonergan had written: "Monday Jan 26; 1998 08am. To anyone who can help us: We have been 
abandoned on Agincourt Reef by MV Outer Edge 25 Jan 98 3pm. Please help us come to rescue us before we die. 
Help!!!" 

 

Other clues offered tantalizing glimpses of what might have happened. A wetsuit of Eileen's size washed up in north 
Queensland in early February; scientists measuring the speed of barnacle growth on its zip estimated that it was lost 
on January 26. Tears in the material around the buttocks and armpit had apparently been caused by coral. 

 

Inflatable dive jackets marked with Tom and Eileen's names were later washed ashore 
north of Port Douglas, along with their tanks - still buoyed up by a few remnants of air - and 
one of Eileen's fins. None showed any signs of the damage you would expect from a 
violent end, suggesting that the couple were not the victim of a shark attack, as the film 
suggests. Experts at the inquest speculated that, drifting helplessly back and forth on the 
tides in the building heat of the tropical sun; the couple may have been driven delirious by 
dehydration and have voluntarily struggled out of their cumbersome outfits. Without the 
buoyancy provided by their dive jackets and wetsuits, they would not have been able to tread water for long. 

 

Publicity surrounding the case spelled disaster for the Queensland dive industry. Nearly 50,000 people work in 
Queensland's Barrier Reef tourist trade, which is worth A$4.3bn and hosts nearly 4m day trips every year. High-profile 
horror stories could irrevocably taint the image of local operators. Worse still, this had not been simply an unavoidable 
accident. Dive boat crews are meant to count every diver into and out of the water and then carry out a further count 
when the boat leaves the dive site, but somehow the Lonergans had slipped through the net. 
 

Outer Edge skipper Jack Nairn said that he had ordered a crew member to carry out the count, and that the numbers 
had become confused because two passengers had jumped into the water halfway through. In any case, no one 
seems to have noticed that two sets of diving gear were missing as the boat steamed back to Port Douglas, nor was 
any alarm raised the following day when the Outer Edge returned to the same spot. It was only two days later, when 
Nairn found a bag containing the Lonergans' wallet and passports on the boat, that the alarm was raised. By that time, 
Tom and Eileen would probably already have died. 

 

The industry's damage-control mechanism was desperate and unpleasant. Rumours started spreading - many of 
them put about by the Outer Edge's owner, Tom Colrain - that there was more to the Lonergans' case than met the 
eye. Melancholy passages in the diaries of Tom and Eileen were raised as evidence that they had committed suicide, 

that he had killed her in a murder-suicide, even that they had faked their own deaths and sped 
off to a new life in another boat supposedly spotted nearby. Sightings of the Lonergans began 
pouring in from all over Australia. 

 

In the inquest and subsequent trial of Jack Nairn on manslaughter charges, the speculation 
reached fever pitch. "The defence attorney used these diaries to absolutely slander, to 
absolutely destroy these two people's reputations," says Eileen's father, John Hains, who 
travelled to Cairns for the hearing. "I was disappointed in the verdict in which Jack Nairn was 
found not guilty of manslaughter. I felt like the jury didn't believe that they were dead, and to 
me that was the essence of the trial, was to prove that they had died." 
 

Six years on, the names of Tom and Eileen Lonergan are still those most likely to shut down a 
Cairns conversation, so the release and publicity surrounding Open Water is far from welcome. Jack Nairn still lives in 
the area despite losing his business as a result of the publicity and debts surrounding his trial. He initially refused to 
talk about the case, and would only discuss how the fallout from the case had affected him. "The reality of it is that the 
thing creates emotional turmoil for all of the people involved," he says. "It's incredibly unsettling and stressful for me 
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and my children, and for us it's a terrible thing that Open Water has been made. This is really very bad for the industry 
as a whole." 

 

Nairn's concerns about the impact of the film on tourism are not surprising, given the Queensland dive industry's 
struggle to rebuild its squeaky-clean image in the wake of the Lonergans' deaths. In a check on 59 dive shops by 
Queensland health and safety inspectors in 2002, a total of 76 notices were issued for failure to do proper head 
counts, dive logs or lookouts - the main issues highlighted three years earlier in the Lonergan inquest. 
 

Hains has no truck with the release of Open Water. "As far as the movie’s concerned we're not interested. We won't 
see it," he says. Yet remarkably, he holds no grudge against the crew and passengers on the Outer Edge. "I don't 
have any hard feelings against anybody, because it was an accident," he says. His only disappointment is that among 
all the equipment washed up on the shores of north Queensland, there was never a trace of his daughter's body. "It 
leaves a big hole in you to lose your kid, that's part of your life. I wish they had found them, so we had something. I 
suppose we have the Great Barrier Reef. They're part of that." 
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A Nelson diver has escaped a stingray attack with just three stitches and a hole in his wetsuit. 
 

Joe McKnight, of Wakefield, was diving about 10m below the surface in Okiwi Bay, on the 
north-eastern side of Tasman Bay, when the attack happened. 

 

He told the media he felt a stab on his leg and looked down to see the one metre-wide stingray 
attached to him. It remained attached for five seconds and when it pulled away there was a 
"squirt of blood". 

 

Mr. McKnight made his way to the surface and called to his friends who pulled him into the boat. The Nelson 
Marlborough Rescue Helicopter flew him to Nelson Hospital and he was discharged two hours later.  
 

Nelson Underwater Club president Eric Simmons said the incident was unusual. 
"You have got to remember this is defensive behaviour, a stingray doesn't go out to attack." 
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A MELBOURNE diving company is to face trial over the drowning of a man during a scuba dive trip off Victoria's 
Mornington Peninsula. 
 

Robert Grant, 32, died after experiencing problems with his rented diving equipment on a trip out of Portsea on 
January 17, 2004. 
 

 Melbourne Diving Services has pleaded not guilty to one charge of failing to ensure the care of 
people other than its employees under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985. 
 

If convicted, the firm could be fined a maximum of $250,000. 
 

Melbourne Magistrates' Court was told Mr Grant, a debt recovery service account manager 
from Clayton, in south-east Melbourne, was an inexperienced scuba diver, despite having 
attained his PADI certificate 18 months earlier. 
 

He had joined the dive boat with two friends, who claimed in court they were hurried into the water by the boat crew 
because of a limited timeframe and optimum diving conditions. 
 

Mr Grant was seen to struggle with his mask before disappearing from view. 
 

Moments later, Mr Grant was pulled from under the water and taken ashore but could not be revived. 
 

University lecturer Karen Bailey, who was on the same dive trip, defended the dive instructors, telling the court she 
had had no problems with the crew. 
 

The prosecution alleges that Melbourne Diving Services failed to carry out standard equipment checking procedures 
and that Mr Grant lacked adequate supervision from the instructors. 
 

Magistrate Charles Rozencwajg said he was satisfied there was sufficient evidence for a jury to consider and 
committed the company for trial in the Melbourne County Court in November. 
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U.S. marine scientists have identified a shipwreck found in the waters of the recently 
designated Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National Monument. 
 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration team of marine archeologists says 
the wreck, found July 3 at Kure Atoll, is that of the 258-foot iron hulled cargo ship 
Dunnottar Castle. 

 

The discovery was made during the first research expedition to the area since it was designated a marine national 
monument June 15. 

 

Built in 1874 and home-ported in Scotland, the three-masted, full-rigged ship was carrying coal from Sydney, 
Australia, to Wilmington, Calif., when it struck the reef at full speed in July 1886. 
 

'The Dunnottar Castle is an incredible heritage resource from the days of the sailing ships ... 
when our maritime commerce was driven by steel masts and canvas, and by wind power and 
human hands,' said Hans Van Tilburg, maritime heritage coordinator for the Pacific Islands 
regional office of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program. 
 

The wreckage was discovered by Brad Vanderlip, a volunteer with the state of Hawaii division 
of forestry and wildlife. 
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The co-hosts of History Channel's "Deep Sea Detectives" were in West Grand Traverse Bay, swimming around an old 
fishing boat that sits about 20 feet down. But their goal wasn't to showcase a ship-related mystery; instead, they were 
there to point out some undiscovered potential at the state's first annual Underwater Tourism Summit. 

 

Some 18-20 shipwrecks have been discovered in Grand Traverse Bay, but organizers of a proposed new Grand 
Traverse Bay Underwater Preserve believe there are hundreds more wrecks beneath the bay and millions of dollars in 
tourism money in their potential exploration. 
 

"We want to form the 12th underwater preserve in the state of Michigan with the ultimate goal of sinking a ship on 
purpose," said Richie Kohler, host of the popular History Channel dive show. Acquiring a ship and readying it for 
sinking could cost up to $100,000. 
 

Kohler and co-host John Chatterton are best known for their discovery of a German U-boat off the coast of New 
Jersey (the subject of an upcoming movie) and innovative new theories about the sinking of the Titanic. But they're 
equally passionate about recreational diving and preserving the thousands of historical, archeologically significant 
shipwrecks on the Great Lakes bottomlands, Kohler said. 
 

Because they're preserved in fresh water, the Great Lakes wrecks are some of the world's best, he said. 
 

And perhaps ironically, sinking ships intentionally or "reefing," helps preserve true historic wrecks. The new wrecks 
give beginning divers a place to explore and touch without risk to an archeological treasure, he said. Swimming the 
corridors of a sunken ship also is great fun, no matter what your experience level. 
 

"You're in this alien environment," he said. "Part of it involves seeing things you're used to--a doorway, a stairway, a 
bed, a chair. But you're in this three-dimensional water environment in which you can float and hover. When you 
factor in that it's dark and spooky, it's like a fun house for adults." 

 

The first ship would be part of a pilot project and include sensors to monitor the impact on marine life and water 
quality; the second would be a larger dive attraction like a car ferry. 
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The search for sunken treasure in deep-sea shipwrecks may sound like the stuff of 
children's adventure stories rather than corporate boardrooms. But a British marine 
salvage company says raising a profit from the depths of the ocean could soon become 
a reality. 
 

London-listed SubSea Resources Plc sold its first load of 
copper lifted from a wreck one kilometre below the 
Atlantic Ocean's surface in September and is predicting 
more to come. With base metal prices at record highs 

earlier this year, SubSea's focus is on copper, nickel and zinc, although gold and silver 
are also on its radar. 

 

"From time to time over the next 20 years this company will throw out an absolute 
humdinger of a treasure cargo," SubSea's Chief Executive Mark Gleave said. "But for now we are concentrating on 
building a business with recurring income." 
 

SubSea's immediate task is to transform its grand vision into a profit. On September 29, it reported a loss of 3.1 
million pounds for the year to March 31, sending its shares down as much as 5.26 per cent. Although SubSea has 
forecast a modest profit this year, investors should be aware of the "high risks," according to Mark Thompson, of 
SubSea's broker Cannacord Adams. 

 

"It is like a mining company - you never know quite what's there until you dig it up," he said. "They have got to prove 
decent revenue this year." 

 

Targets for the firm's first big project, codenamed Celia, were encouraging, he added. 
 

"Celia" is a French cargo ship, the Francois Vieljeux, which sank in a storm off the Atlantic coast of Spain in 1979. Mr 
Gleave hopes to lift nearly all of the cargo of 5,500 tonnes of copper by the end of October. It will cost seven million 
pounds, raising £21 million after payments to insurers. 

 

Typically, the company keeps 89 per cent of the money raised and pays the ship's insurers 11 per cent. SubSea 
doesn't begin work until it has established who owns or insures a wreck and agrees a deal with them to recover the 
metal. Decades submerged in sea water has little effect on the metal. After a quick wash, it can be sold for 98 per 
cent of the normal market price, Mr Gleave said. 
 

The company has a database of 14,000 wrecks, including a 19th century ship lost with a cargo of gold worth an 
estimated $300 million. SubSea uses two ships to find and recover cargos, including the John Lethbridge, named 
after an 18th century English pioneer who invented a barrel-shaped diving contraption to dive for treasure. 
After sweeping a site with a sonar device, experts map a vessel using computer imagery and then send down a small, 
unmanned submarine to take a closer look. 
 

A hydraulic "grab" pulls the metal from the wreckage and dumps it in 50-100 tonne skips which are winched to the 
surface. 
 

It's not all plain sailing, however. Bad weather forced them to postpone Project Ella, a search for gold coins and bars 
worth $12 million in a 19th century ship in the Atlantic. 
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The Professional Association of Diving Instructors and Project Aware Foundation have 
coordinated an underwater clean-up on September 16. 
 

Project AWARE (Aquatic World Responsibility, and Education) is committed to the 
conservation and preservation of the aquatic environment and its resources. The charity seeks 
to increase, through education, both the diving and non-diving communities' environmental 
awareness and to encourage responsible interactions between humans and the aquatic 

environment. Volunteers have recorded and photographed the rubbish they collected. 
 

Donations to the Project Aware Foundation can be made by visiting: www.justgiving.com/NDS 
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A scientific study on the sea habitat around Filfla is being carried out with a view to drawing up a management plan for 
the island. 

 

The study is being done by AIS Environmental for the Malta Environment and Planning Authority. 

 

The plan should eventually lead to the acceptance of the island as an EU Natura 2000 site. 
 

Environment Minister said during a visit to the island, that Filfla was one of three marine conservation areas the 
government wanted to set up in the Maltese islands. 
 

The project should ensure further protection for the island, already declared a nature reserve in 1988. Such protection 
would not mean no activity could take place but would ensure managed activity in the interests of sustainability. 
 

The project is being conducted with the help of the European Regional Development Fund, which has provided 
Lm48,910 (73 per cent) of the funds required as part of Malta's Structural Funds programme for 2004-2006. 

 

MEPA assistant director Alfred Baldacchino said that Filfla was important from a biodiversity point of view even at a 
European level. Unique life has been recorded on the island and since the island started to be protected, life on and 
around it has expanded and dispersed to the surrounding areas. 

 

Mario Schembri, managing director of AIS Environmental, said the study covered approximately a nautical mile radius 
around Filfla. 
 

The objectives were to assess the state of the marine ecosystem, identify the marine habitats and species and 
establish a management and monitoring plan for the area. 
 

Acoustic surveys and video sampling have been carried out by Maltese and British scientists and dredge samples 
were tested at a UK laboratory. 
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An extensive diving survey was carried out mapping the topology of the sea floor. The dive team, which included 
marine biologists, photographers and local divers, recorded the habitats encountered, described the seabed and the 
main physical features, and searched for all the species they could find. 
 

The sea surrounding Filfla, he said, has been found to be very clean and healthy and growth rates of up to 300 per 
cent have been recorded. 
 

Discussions with all stakeholders, Mr Schembri said, were currently underway. The stakeholders included various 
authorities, the diving community, fishermen and non-governmental organisations. 
 

Such consultation should lead to the development of a management and monitoring plan, highlighting the steps 
required to better protect the island and its environs. 
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Located about five kilometres off the south-western coast of Malta, Filfla and the nearby 
rocks were formed as a result of a geomorphological fault, which isolated it from the island. 
 

The island has a surface of 6.6 hectares, founded by steep crumpling cliffs that rise up to 
60 metres above sea level. 
 

The only permanent structure that ever existed was a small chapel built inside a cave in 
1343. It was destroyed in an earthquake that rocked the Maltese islands in 1856. 
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A highly innovative marine tourist attraction out at sea is being proposed by a 
group of investors who include an operator in the fish farming industry, a 
hotelier and members of the diving community. 

   

The attraction, which is to be called Marine Adventure Park, would enable 
divers to swim with fish in an "aquarium" nearly the size of a football pitch that 
would be situated a kilometre off Ras il-Griebeg, outside Mellieha Bay. 
  

It would have two enclosures, one for scuba divers pegged to the seabed at 30 
metres and a floating one, eight metres deep for snorklers. 
  

The park would have nets as in a fish farm. But that's where the similarity ends as otherwise it would be managed like 
one of the big marine aquariums turned into a dive site. It will offer an experience both to scuba divers and snorklers 
not found anywhere else in the Mediterranean. 
  

The fish, unprotected species and harmless to humans, which would be obtained alive and in good condition from 
fishermen, would be given a new lease of life and become immediate star attractions in the Marine Adventure Park. 
Otherwise they would be destined for the fish market. 

  

"Instead of looking in as one does outside an aquarium, one snorkels and scuba dives among the fish and in many 
ways interacts with them. 

 

"Coming face to face with these creatures of the deep is becoming a very rare encounter," said a spokesman for 
Marine Adventure Park project. 
  

The fish will either be hand fed with appropriate food or help themselves from feeding stations. Small fish can freely 
enter or exit the enclosures. Having total control on feeding is a most important aspect of this project. 
  

To get an idea of the size of the park, suffice to mention that Monterey Bay aquarium in the US has a capacity of five 
million gallons of water, while the bigger enclosure of the two to be called Atlantis would have 47 million gallons. 
  

The area the investors are looking at has a sandy bottom with some isolated patches of posedonia or sea grass which 
is important as it aerates the water and shelters the small fry. 
  

To create a rock structure for fish to hide in - some fish such as groupers and other bottom dwelling fish require this 
kind of habitat - a concrete replica of a megalithic temple will double as an artificial reef to be placed on a sandy 
patch. 
  

Another "reef" placed on a separate patch of sand within the pegged enclosure would be a copy of the Roman vessel 
on which St Paul was shipwrecked, regarded as the Holy Grail of all shipwrecks. The vessel in skeleton form would 
come laden with terracotta Roman replica amphorae also ideal for fish seeking shelter and a home. 
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About Lm300,000 would be needed to launch the project which is completely reversible should it be terminated, 
leaving no impact on the marine environment whatsoever. The park will also require some Lm100,000 annually to 
maintain its exhibits. 
  

"In the Atlantis enclosure, sunfish, rays, groupers, sea hounds, dog fish, angel shark, tuna, lampuki and other both 
pelagic and bottom dwelling fish will be in the list of attractions," the spokesman said. 
  

In the smaller enclosure to be called Marine World, smaller fish will be kept mainly for snorkelling activities but rod 
fishing would occasionally be promoted mainly for tourists using barbless hooks on a catch-and-release basis only. 
  

There will not be a large quantity of fish inside these enclosures but a healthy and interesting variety. The park will 
adopt a Noah's Ark approach, based on established criteria as applied in the large land-based marine aquariums 
found overseas. 

  

A full development application has been submitted to the Malta Environment and Planning Authority. 
  

The Malta Marine Foundation, formed by members of the diving community including dive centres, clubs and 
photographers, is supporting the project. 
  

The foundation is interested in creating and enhancing dive sites. Details are available at www.marinefoundation.org 
for public scrutiny and comments. 
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The proposed Marine Adventure Park is a great idea which should put Malta on the map of the worldwide diving 
community. It’s about time we undertook a project like this which should help attract more diving tourists.  
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What a splendid idea the Marine Adventure Park is. A much needed additional tourist attraction. But beware you will 
have ‘hunters’ breaking in to spear the fish.  
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Two more artificial dive sites have now been laid off Gozo. That is good news for the 
diving industry. The need for more wrecks off the island's coastline had long been felt and 
now Gozo can start to tap into the diving tourism industry more seriously. 
 

Diving is a sport that attracts a substantial portion of international visitors annually. The 
Maltese Islands and Gozo especially, are home to some of Europe's main diving spots 
with the Blue Hole in Dwejra among the top 10 best sites on the continent. 
 

Although there are 10 diving shops across the island, the diving industry is not yet as 
popular and sought after as one may wish. Pointing fingers doesn't help, but still the 
industry could be bursting with activity all year round if tackled properly by both 
Government and those directly operating within it. Surely, as an industry, it has much 

more potential for growth and therefore Government's investment in this regard is mostly welcomed. 
 

The sport is a year-round possibility with water temperature descending to 13 to 15°C during the depth s of winter. 
With the clear water and the short distances that Gozo offers so that one can travel from end to end in no time, as well 
as the professional services of dive centres, the island can indeed become a year-round 
destination for diving tourism, certainly a niche that will contribute further to the island's tourism 
industry. 
 

It was with a sigh of relief that Gozitans were told over a year ago by the Minister for Gozo that it 
was the ministry's plan to boost this industry through the creation of more artificial dive sites and 
through the introduction of a decompression chamber in Gozo. 

 

While divers seek attractions, such as wrecks as w�ell as natural reefs, caves and marine life, the 
safety issue remains a bone of contention, even for the more professional and experienced diver. 
Until now, divers who suffer from decompression sickness while diving around Gozo are risking 
their lives as no recompression facility exists on the island, although a fast helicopter inter-island 
emergency service transports the patient to St Luke's Hospital in Malta in a matter of minutes. 
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Still, those few minutes may be tough on divers with decompression sickness and the 
availability of such a facility on Gozo will surely boost the package. Those who enjoy this 
sport keep safety issues as a topmost priority. 
 

It is also being said that, besides the scuttling of two ferries and the setting up of a 
decompression chamber, Government is earmarking EU funds for a master plan for 
diving. It is indeed commendable that a critical analysis is carried out of the island's 
present facilities and suggestions made to improve Gozo's assets, especially in view of 
the ever-increasing competing destinations. 

 

The Gozo diving schools have already contributed to the studies that are being carried out and it is hoped that the 
findings will be made public soon so that any joint efforts needed to continue improving this industry can be 
implemented. 
 

The current efforts by the Ministry for Gozo and the Malta Tourism Authority to promote 
Gozo as a diving destination are also positive moves. Such exercises certainly help to 
create the much-needed awareness about Gozo as a diving destination. 

 

Word of mouth always remains the best marketing tool, yet promotion in specific 
international markets - especially where the MTA or a Malta embassy is stationed as well 
as through specialised fairs - will surely help to obtain even better results for Gozo's 
diving industry. 
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The ill-fated Um El Faroud is haunting Malta again as it almost claimed its 11th victim.  
 

On February 03, 1995 the Libyan vessel exploded into flames, killing nine yard workers, marking one of the greatest 
local tragedies of its kind.  
 

In 1998, the Um El Faroud was intentionally sunk off Wied iz-Zurrieq as part of a programme of wreck-sinking 
attractions around Malta.  
 

Although it was laid to rest, last May, a 17-year-old teenager lost his life in a scuba-diving expedition around the 
vessel.  
 

On the 15th September, the AFM received a call to give assistance to two divers who could not make it back to shore 
after diving near the Um El Faroud.  
 

Experts told said that the area next to the Um El Faroud is becoming very unsafe for divers due to dangerous current 
going both ways and the sighting of big fish. 
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I have been diving all over the Maltese islands for the last ten years and I can 
assure you that Zurrieq and the shipwreck in question are no more dangerous 
then anywhere else. I don't know who your experts are but they don't seem to 
know what they were talking about. True you can encounter some strong currents 
sometimes, but a diver who knows what he is doing should check the sea 
conditions before the dive or at least as soon as he enters the water. 
  

The golden rule is, if the conditions are not good then abort the dive. If you insist 
on pressing on, then you are asking for it and the sea being unforgiving then you 
are probably going to get it. 
 

 When a diver submerges he should realize that he is entering an alien 
environment made possible only thanks to modern technology, so he should treat 
this environment with respect. Failure to do so can easily result in tragedy. If you 
bother to look behind each incident you will find a common cause: a diver who 
was attempting something beyond his capabilities and who simply did not bother 
to follow safe diving practices. 
 

As for these phantom large fish you mentioned. Anyone reading the article would 
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imagine the wreck teeming with dangerous man eating sharks. Your 'experts' must have been hallucinating, we 
sometimes encounter some harmless fair sized species but calling them big is really exaggerating. Considering our 
over fished, polluted sea more often then not used as a rubbish dump, any large fish that is not feeling suicidal and in 
possession of any common sense would stay away from our territorial waters. 
 


�������		��  -�����	8�������	B	���0	"��������B	�����	
������	C	� ������	8�����	-�����	8�������	B	���0	"��������B	�����	
������	C	� ������	8�����	-�����	8�������	B	���0	"��������B	�����	
������	C	� ������	8�����	-�����	8�������	B	���0	"��������B	�����	
������	C	� ������	8�����	# ###	
�����	.����������	
�����	.����������	
�����	.����������	
�����	.����������  

 

These are our views with reference to the article feature on www.di-ve.com. We have been working as diving 
instructors for the past 16 years, and have hundreds of logged dives between us in this area. We can assure that 
currents were always a present factor in Zurrieq. However currents can also be found in most of the diving locations 
around the Maltese islands. 
 

The Um El Faroud is one of the most popular dive sites, reasons being, easy entry and exit, it is within the depth of 
most recreational diving activities, and dives can be organised in this area even for novice certified divers.  

 
When dive planning and procedures are followed 
correctly, diving accidents are very unlikely to occur. 
Diving accidents are a result of diver negligence not 
equipment failure.  
 

 Also we do not know what kind of big fish these so 
called experts had in mind. The biggest we have seen 
are groupers, dentex, barracudas or maybe a very 
rare visit from a Dolphin. We have never seen any 
sharks roaming about, as these experts are hinting at.  
 

Diving industry has grown a lot in Malta over the past 
years, and a lot of tourists come to dive in our country.  
 

We already have enough competition with other 
Mediterranean and Middle East countries. The last 
thing we need is negative publicity from these so 
called 'experts' on our dive sites. 
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Comments by armchair experts are misleading and completely pointless. These individuals obviously know nothing at 
all about diving the Faroud or anywhere else. Yes, there can be quite strong currents in the area, these currents have 
been there for millennia and are nothing new. It is up to the diver to assess the conditions and his personal level of 
skill and fitness, and then make an honest decision about whether he should be diving that site on that day or not. 
 

Regarding the ‘big fish’, I would like to see one, and hope that I have my camera with me at the time. Anyone who has 
been diving any length of time around Malta knows that the only place you are guaranteed a sighting of big fish is 
inside the tuna pens, and other encounters are a matter of extreme good luck until the Marie Adventure Park 
materialises.  
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A 33-year-old German diver was rescued from rough seas in Xlendi, Gozo, after encountering 
difficulties while diving. The man was diving with a group of divers under the Xlendi Tower, 
when rough seas caused by force six winds separated him from the rest of the group.   
 

A search for the man by the Civil Protection Department took over an hour. The man managed 
to clamber onto some rocks in the vicinity until members of the Civil Protection Department 
reached him and brought him back to shore on a dinghy. 
 

Members of the Armed Forces of Malta also arrived on location with a helicopter; however an 
air search was not required.  
 

Police from the Gozo district, as well as a paramedic team from Gozo General Hospital made 
their way to Xlendi Tower to assist the man.  
 

The man was treated for shock on location but did not require any further treatment in hospital. 
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Dive centre owners are appealing to the authorities to outlaw fishing over 
popular wreck sites after divers have reported encountering nets which 
put them in danger.  
  

One Sunday morning, a boat stopped over the scuttled tugboat Rozi at 
Cirkewwa and dropped a net over the front section of the vessel while a 
substantial number of local and foreign divers were using the area. 
  

Tonio Falzon, who runs a dive centre in St Paul's Bay, said: "The boat 
that was in Cirkewwa is obviously not licensed and it is illegal to be so 
close to shore in any case. There were divers on the Rozi at that time 

and they risked getting caught up in the net. It's about time something was done." 
  

Mr Falzon said the Rozi was a fertile breeding ground for fish. Which is probably why the 
net was dropped by the boat, during the night, before eventually being lifted out of the 
water at around 9 a.m. 
  

Another diving instructor, Alex Buttigieg, told The Times: "We are encountering several nets a week on various 
wrecks and this is especially dangerous on night dives when a diver may not notice a net till he's trapped in one. Apart 
from that, visiting divers are shocked that fishing is carried out at popular dive sites and it is a bad advertisement for 
Malta." 
  

Wrecks are a rich source of marine life in the sea surrounding Malta that is otherwise largely deprived of the wildlife 
that can be seen at other dive destinations. 
  

However, surprisingly, draping a net over one of Malta's dive attractions is not illegal if the wreck is within the legal 
fishing distance away from the coast. 

 Tonio Anastasi, who runs a dive centre in Sliema, believes the authorities must legislate to 
ensure there is a no fishing zone around popular wrecks. 

  

"We have gone to the trouble and expense of creating wrecks to attract divers to our shores - 
which has been an incredibly successful initiative - but then allow people to fish there. 

  

It is undoing all the good work." 

  

Mr Anastasi said fishermen and divers would also benefit if zones in the sea were identified and 
monitored to ensure no fishing was carried out for certain periods. 

  

"This would allow fish to breed, grow, and increase in population terms. When Filfla was a no 
fishing zone, there were hundreds and hundreds of fish. Yet look at it and places like it today. If 

bigger countries can monitor what's happening in their waters, then so can we. 
  

"Apart from that, it's a known fact that once a wreck is full of fish, the populations will branch out to other areas. This 
will do everyone good." 
  

The three instructors pointed out that as well as curbing certain fishing practices, the authorities should also ban 
scuba divers carrying spear guns. 
  

"Speargun fishermen are coming to sites with lots of foreign divers. This is not only dangerous but is giving Malta a 
bad name. Then the tourists go home and complain that our sea has a lack of fish." 
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A 56 year old British diver lost his life after running in trouble while diving in Cirkewwa. Preliminary 
investigation showed that the British diver encountered some difficulties while diving in Cirkewwa with 
a group of people.  
 

He was brought ashore unconsciously on a boat and was taken to hospital. The diver lost his life at 
around 13:15 on 20th October.  
 

Further Police investigations are still underway.    
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A  B.S.A.C, Combined Nitrox course was organized by Sarah and Mario Gauci over the 
weekend of the 7th and 8th October.  This was a regional event, meaning that the course 
was open to any qualified diver, not just B.S.A.C. members.  This was not the first regional 
event to be organised, last March, a Practical Rescue Management course was organised 
by Sarah and Mario, for both Calypso and Amphibians, which was a great success.   

 

Nine divers participated in the Nitrox course, most were not B.S.A.C. qualified, being a mix 
of C.M.A.S. and P.A.D.I.  Also assisting in the course were Roberto, Gordon and myself, 
with the aim of qualifying as Nitrox Instructors. Unfortunately Gordon had to pull out at the 
last minute, due to personal commitments; we hope he will be able to participate in the next 
event.   

 

As already mentioned, the course was spread over a weekend, one session was dedicated 
to the theory and the second to practical.  As seems to be normal in the diving community, 
some were late on the first day, but Sarah being Sarah commenced the activity at 9.00am 
sharp.  After a brief introduction, Sarah went on to explain about pressure and nitrox mixes.  
As is typical with a nitrox course, for the first hour or so, everyone sat there with blank 
expressions, wondering what they had gotten themselves into.  However, as time crawled 
on, things started gelling and making sense, questions started being asked, and signs of 
comprehension (and relief) were visible on the expressions of the would-be nitrox divers.  
 

After Sarah, Roberto took the stand to elucidate about nitrogen and nitrox diving, explaining 
how to use B.S.A.C. tables (since other schools use different formats) and putting us to 
work on a few mathematical problems.   

 

After that there was a short tea break, and Sarah was back with oxygen and the human 
physiology, followed by Mario Gauci and equipment needed to use nitrox. Then it was my 
turn to share the mysteries of gas blending, with the help of a cheese grater!  Mario was 
back with some tips on organising and management.   
 

A much-needed break was next on the agenda, where all sorts of food started popping out, 
from steak pies to pizza, Coke and coffee followed.  After which came the dreaded exam, 
the mood became sombre – the moment of truth was upon us!!!  Everyone split into little 
groups, concentrating hard on the questions, with lots of pen gnawing. The result???  
Everyone passed!  Hooray!!!!  
 

After all papers were corrected, a short debrief was held, and everyone scooted away with 
a smile on their face, to get ready for the practical session, on Sunday.  
 

We woke up to a cloudy day, with occasional burst of sunshine, the venue was Zonqor 
Point. The participants were divided into four groups, each with an instructor, after 
experimenting with cylinder configuration, (lots of borrowing of equipment), till everyone 
was happy with the setup, the gas was analysed, kitting up next, and we all trouped to the 
water.  Exercises included switching regulators several times at different depths, deploying 
dsmb’s tethered or midwater and simulated deco stops at 9, 6 and 3 metres. Everyone was 
keen to participate, and have their first breathe of nitrox, and all involved were competent at 
all tasks.   
 

A well-deserved break was next, the food came out again.  Batteries were recharged for 
the second session; this was a repeat of the first, but with the student being assessed.  
Again, all went well, amidst low visibility, and some sand being kicked up; I plead guilty to 
all charges!  Again, all demonstrated the skills in a confident and competent way.  Result 
being, we have 9 new nitrox divers. Therefore, more cylinders on the boat, please take note 
Mario Azzopardi.  Still practice makes perfect, continuous diving with nitrox is required to 
be competent, and skills mastered.  

 

After de-kitting, a debrief was held highlighting the events, and that is when the rain 
decided to come down!!  Well, we were lucky!  
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It was a great experience for everybody, everyone learned something, including the 
instructors, including how to organise such an event, as each one organised is better than 
the last.  And for others it was some much needed revision! Also the event served to make 
new acquaintances, with non Calypso members.  
 

I would recommend all non nitrox divers to have a go at the next event, it is all worth 
while!!!! 
 

���������   
I would like to thank both Mario and Sarah Gauci, for their time and dedication; hats off to Mario Azzopardi, who lent 
us his equipment and cylinders, free of charge.   
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Funds were raised in aid of the Malta Hospice Movement during a diving activity organized by BOV Sports and Social 
Club. A good number of BOV employees had the opportunity to dive into the clear blue sea at Cirkewwa. Not only did 
the event help to raise awareness to safeguard our seas but it also supported the Malta Hospice Movement.  
 

Winnie Sammut from the Club's Diving Section co-ordinated the event. She said that the diving event formed part of 
the calendar of activities for BOV employees and their families organized by the BOV Sports and Social Club. 
Through these events, we seek to organize social activities outside workplace. We have also taken the opportunity to 
raise funds to support a worthy social cause, said Ms. Sammut.  

 

During the presentation of the sum collected, Malta Hospice Movement manager, Antoinette Shah, thanked George 
Portanier, President  BOV Sports and Social Club, and Winnie Sammut, for the initiative organized by the Club.  
The event was carried out in collaboration with Calypso Sub Aqua Club who provided the instructors, as well as Dive 
Systems of Sliema who provided the equipment and air free of charge.  
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Photo by: Sonia Silvio 
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On the first evening that I joined the Club, in February 1993, we were given a lecture which included information about 
the various possible diving grades. I casually flicked to the back of my log book and saw the First Class Diver and 
National Instructor page, and thought to myself. “One day, I want to have those two. “Then I learned to dive and 
realised that there was a lot to learn. In fact, the more I learn the more realise that there is still a lot to learn and that 
this is the way it always will be. Anyway eventually I decided to have a go at First Class Diver and was offered the 
opportunity to organise a BSAC overseas event in Malta, which I passed, although vowing along the way never to 
volunteer to organise another event in which I was also participating!  
 

Passing the First Class Diver Exam is the first time an individual shows up on the BSAC National Diving Committee’s 
radar screen. There are lots of Advanced Divers and Advanced Instructors, but there have been less than 900 First 
Class Divers since 1955. Get your First Class Diver ticket and all of a sudden the National Instructor Exam is a 
possibility, and there are only about 200 or so National Instructors since 1955. The first step, however, is to get onto 
the Instructor Training Scheme. To clarify, as an Open Water Instructor, you main task is training divers i.e. you teach 
people to do. As an Advanced Instructor, the main task is training would-be instructors, i.e. you tech people to teach. 
A National Instructor trains Advanced Instructors, so the highly confusing main aim is to teach people to teach how to 
teach. In short, you need to be a very confident Instructor Trainer. In the UK, anyone with a halfway respectable pass 
on an Advanced Instructor Exam will be inducted onto the Instructor Training Scheme as soon as possible. The reality 
if you live overseas however is that BSAC would prefer to avoid having to pay flight expenses for ITS instructors, so 
until getting First Class, I had not even heard of the ITS, let alone been invited to work on it. The first step is the 
Instructor Trainer Development Course, then a series of observes on Instructor Events with a progressively more 
active role being taken each time, until finally you go ‘live’. I had a more rapid progression that most, due to there 
being 9 candidates and one instructor on the second event I was due to observe (Combined Instructor Event, Malta 
2005), so the boss simply split into three groups of three and myself and the other observer just got on with it. After a 
year on the Instructor Training Scheme I decided to have a go at the National Instructor Exam in August 2006. What’s 
it like? In short, four days of semi-organised chaos! The exam started with my arrival in the Isle of Man (only one NIE 
is held every year, you have to go to where it is being held), minus one essential piece of luggage – the one holding 
my drysuit. I was assured it would turn up later in the day, but in the meantime, one of the other girls had a spare so 
we went off to the harbour for a buoyancy check with her and the guy with whom I was sharing a van. That sorted, we 
returned to the hotel for the evening briefing to find it had been delayed as some of the examiners were late arriving. 
The briefing was eventually held at 21:00 and we were told a little about the exam on the whole and the time table for 
the following day.  
 

My drysuit arrived. The next day started at 8:30am in a car park outside a public swimming pool, with an Instructor 
Trainer Planning Session carried out around the boot of someone’s car. We coached our ‘class’ to plan a lesson, and 
by 9:00 were into the pool to act as an instructor trainer while the other candidate in the group gave one of the lessons 
planned. Then we swapped roles and become a candidate in the group gave one of the lessons planned. Then we 
swapped roles and become a fake student so that the other candidate could act as an instructor trainer. The next step 
was to give an Instructor trainer demonstration lesson in the pool on the spot, with no warning, and then we were back 
out and driving across the Isle of Man again to conduct a Rescue Workshop for the Coastguard. This was probably 
the most fun part of the exam and was newly included this year. The aim was to teach the Coastguard the rescue 
techniques specific to diving accidents, and to introduce them to what they could expect a reasonably equipped group 
of divers to have already done by the time they arrived. There was an also a station with a selection of equipment 
which we taught them to prepare and secure for the Coroner in the event of fatality. Despite the weather, which was 
cold and pouring with rain, we all enjoyed this session, including the 21 members of the Coastguard, many of whom 
had no diving experience at all.  
 

After that we were off back to the hotel for the following day’s planning session, and to be introduced to the task for 
the hard boat and small boat days. The following morning started with the Open Water Instructor Trainer 
Demonstration Lesson.  Again, we were given the topic and told to teach it immediately – if you haven’t got a slate 
pre-prepared, tough. Then there we had to pretend to be an examiner on an Open Water Instructor Exam while one of 
the examiners delivers a pre-planned lesson to a specific standard.  Immediately on coming out of the water, we were 
to give a gut reaction mark to one of the examiners, and then had to prepare a write up and a final mark for his 
performance.  From there we were off to a boy’s school in the North of the Island, to teach an impromptu 20 minute 
lesson.  The lesson is usually something from the rescue syllabus. We were in groups of three for this and the three 
topics to teach were splinting a broken arm and leg, casualty examination and pressure points. My topic was pressure 
points and we had a few good laughs with the two male candidates in my group hoping or fearing that after I had 
shown them how to find the brachial artery in the arm, that I might also show them how to find the femoral artery in the 
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groin. I let them find their own femoral arteries, but even the examiners were laughing there. The candidate teaching 
splinting, despite having Yacht master certification, promptly forgot how to tie a reef knot, instead tying granny knots 
at every opportunity, to everybody’s amusement.  After this we were off to watch a video of a theory lesson given by a 
real candidate on a Theory Instructor Exam, and again were given half an hour to write a report,  give a mark and 
think of a suitable question to ask the candidate.  A quick tea break and we then had to present our own carefully 
researched 20 minute theory lectures.  Mine was, “Using tables for decompression bail-out planning.” 
 

From here, it was Iain and my turn to fill cylinders, so all were loaded into our rental van for the drive across the island 
to the Dive Shop, then back to the hotel for a quick dinner and more planning, made more complicated by the 
expectation of very bad weather in the following days. Originally the plan was for one group to be on the RIB the next 
day, and one group to be on the hard boat. At about 22.30 the examiners came into the planning room and 
announced that now we would all be on RIBs the following day, which would hopefully allow us to quickly get to a 
relatively sheltered site in the morning and carry out a task in the afternoon in the harbour. We left the planning room 
at about 00.30, nerves frazzled and fighting between ourselves, which is apparently quite normal for this stage of the 
exam. The following morning started as predicted with thoroughly foul weather and RIBs which turned up minus 
essential bits of kit and fuel.  The individual tasked to collect the day’s food collected only the food, not the water – 
typical male thing, so we had to go back for the water. Boats sorted, the first groups set off in shocking conditions 
which are apparently quite normal over there. Those of us left behind had a few examiners to entertain, so after 
‘teaching’ the BSAC’s wreck guru, Jane Maddocks, how to use a GPS, I stripped down a couple of regulators on the 
back of one of the examiner’s trucks,  while his face fell further and further as I discovered problems with his settings.   
Then there was a branch interview, which is to imitate a National Instructor who has gone to an overseas branch to 
conduct an exam and is faced with sorting out issues within the branch as well. This is an area where diplomacy is 
necessary, so those of you who know me will realise it was not my strong point.  From here it was off out on a boat to 
teach a prospective Advanced Instructor candidate how to teach drift diving. The seas were enormous on the way 
although we started from a sheltered spot behind some cliffs, surfacing just before we got to a tidal race when the 
skipper came and tugged on our SMB. She didn’t fancy trying to pick us up in white water. The drift was slower than 
predicted but the waters around the island are teeming with all sorts of life including seals and I longed for my camera.   
Returning to harbour was fun. I discovered that if the waves are big enough you can actually surf a RIB, and the 
examiners were also enjoying teaching me at this point as I had made it clear that I don’t have much experience of 
driving RIBs.  In the afternoon we had to carry out a task in the harbour which is where things started to fall apart for 
me. Together with one of the other candidates,  I had over-complicated the task, which was to lay out a triangle on the 
seabed,  with 15m sides in a precise position,  and then carry out a lift and shift of a 25Kg weight. As we had realised 
late that both teams would be carrying out the task at the same time, we had neglected to put together two complete 
sets of equipment and our dry run was ineffective and much disorganised. We also started to run drastically over time 
so that the first pair of divers originally supposed to be in the water at 14.30, and did not actually get wet until 16.45. I 
was in the last group and we went down at 18.30 to find 50cm visibility, kelp and jammed equipment. My performance 
was disastrous, but the other candidate, Andrea was able to adapt and pulled off a creditable lesson in appalling 
conditions. Surfacing at 19.30, in the pouring rain, we then had to get the boats out of the water and go off to fill 
cylinders for the hard boat day. 
 

The following day was stormy, as predicted, so we immediately had to go to our back-up site under some sheltering 
cliffs for the first dive, a First Class Diver demo lesson. This was supposed to be a ‘power drift’ but in the event turned 
out to be a gentle potter with some pretty marine life. Lunchtime included an invitation to talk for 5 minutes on a topic 
given by the examiners which I declined as I knew nothing about the chosen subject. There was also questioning on 
regulators, equipment, rope work, navigational lights, physiology, oxygen toxicity and weather from various 
examiners, all of whom are experts in their chosen field.  In the afternoon we were supposed to be trying to get some 
useful information off the site of a historic wreck, which was only in 25m but notoriously difficult to dive owing to there 
being no real slack water at this site. We arrived and dropped a shot and it was immediately obvious that if there had 
been some slack, it had gone! Anyway the first pair down managed to make the site and took some photos of the 
windlass and anchor before being swept off, pulling the shot with them. The next pairs down tried to rescuer the shot 
without success so the wreck as not surveyed,  but we can say that there is definitely no debris west of the site as we 
swept across that area pretty thoroughly,  trying to dig our hands into the sandy bottom to slow down a little. 
 

The diving over, it was back to the hotel for a project report and a final debrief before a good dinner with plenty of 
wine. 
 

The final stage of the exam is of course the result.  It arrives about 10 days later with thorough write up of every 
section.  Did I pass?  Not this time, but I will be having another go in 2007 along with another candidate who has now 
failed twice but is still willing.    
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Sarah Banavage  Miguel Micallef  Miguel Mula  Sharon Zammit 
Chris Zammit  Alison Abdilla  Roderick Attard  Maria Mallia 
Adrian Cassar  Jonathan Zammit Matthgew Gauci Adrian Theuma 
Alexandra Genovese Mario Genovese Anton Micallef 
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 >>>>����=����=����=����= 				 Maritime Antoine Hotel & Spa Superior – Mellieha  

				 4����:�=4����:�=4����:�=4����:�= 				 Full article on the event will be available on the next Oracle 
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>����=>����=>����=>����=     Calypso Sub Aqua Club House - Floriana  
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