We are now in mid-winter. The sea temperature is at its lowest of the year, and the weather is not great
either. For the first part of this season, most of the Sunday dives had to be cancelled, and attendance was
minimal at those dives that were eventually held one way or another.

This was not the case at the club’s annual Christmas dinner and party (vide articles and pictures on pages 9
and 10) as we had quite a good turnout on each. The cold Tuesday evenings did confine some bahhara tal-
bnazzi to their homes, however the club held to its weekly appointment nonetheless. Not even the huge
mass of people celebrating carnival managed to deter us from Floriana some days ago. Regular members
never miss the opportunity to meet with other club members, whatever the season.

It is during such time that plans of club activities for the rest of the year are mostly thought upon and
eventually formulated. The Heinke Trophy documentation is now in its final phase. | thank everyone who
participated somehow in this massive project by sending data, photos or articles about the club and its
activities. We hope that in the end BSAC HQ will reward us for our joint effort.

Lately we have been hearing a lot of talk about M.A.P. (Marine Adventure Park). A presentation was held at
the Club on Tuesday 21 February but this was poorly attended. Whether this project will upgrade our diving
product is difficult to define as of now because the ideas are not very clear.

Our aim should be to conserve what we have and try to ameliorate, | hope the proposers of this project have
these aims in mind and are not just thinking of getting a good return on their investment.

The winter season is nearly over; by the time this issue of the @racle@will be out we will be close to the spring
season. We have had a very bad winter, very cold days, strong winds, which has limited our diving. Some of
you have completely disappeared from the diving scene but there are always the diehards who despite the
cold weather never stopped coming for the Sunday dive. The majority wore dry suits but there are still the
brave ones who dive in wet suits.

Soon we will be seeing more members attending the Sunday dive as the temperature becomes warmer and
we will have more sunny days. We will have a greater selection of dive sites to choose from and hopefully we
will have a good diving season in a safe and coordinated manner.




Dive Site Reportage

Compiled by Etienne Micallef

The Tanac Tugs

Author’s note

Have you ever had the Um el Faroud planned for a weekend dive, only to be turned down by the mighty
Westerly? Are you a keen wreck diver, but have done the Rozi to the point of boredom? Are the Imperial
Eagle, the Hellespont or the Stubborn out of your reach? If you think of the Maori as a risky business as you
need to leave your car unattended while diving, then you might have to consider a not so favourite option the
Tanac Tugs

The Zongor tugs, as they are more commonly known, are today resting upright at 22.5 metres on a sandy, flat
and bare seabed just off Zongor Point. Their relatively shallow position, good safety margin and the easy
entry and exit points, make them a quite safe and accessible dive for all level of divers.

These two wrecks, both tugboats built by a Canadian company in 1944, were scuttled in 1988 after having
been given a full environmental clean up. The “St. Michael”, the larger of the two, is of Tanac type (hence the
name) 20m long. The other tug, referred to simply as “Number 10" is of Melita type, 16m long. Zongor point
was chosen for their scuttling partly on account of its clean, sandy seabed and absence of posidonia sea
grass meadows. Interestingly, despite their age and time spent underwater, they are still in good shape and
offer an enjoyable dive for those with fondness for wrecks.

Getting there

From Marsa follow signs to Marsascala, then to Zonqor Point. Parking should not present any problem as
there is plenty of this around, though ideally you should park close to the pavement, at the spot where there is
a gap in the line of shrubs and handrail bordering the pavement (vide map below). This is the closest you can
get to the entry point, unless you are the proud owner of a 4x4. A pedestrian bench located nearby will keep
your gear tidy and aids you in wearing your aqualung kit should your buddy be busy doing other things. Once
geared up and buddy checks done, take the path sloping gently downwards to the right, located behind the
pavement. Turning left, this will lead you onto the next path naturally carved out of one very long slab of rock
about 2 metres wide, adjacent to a few disused salt pans. This path ends abruptly just a short distance from
the entry point. Proceed this last part with caution, as apart from consisting of sharp and protruding rocks, at

times it may also be very slippery.
The Dive

Unless the sea is totally motionless, wear your mask and DV and walk finless into the sea. Only once at
standing depth and safely positively buoyant, you should attempt fit your fins. Before descending, take a
compass bearing of 170 degrees, normally pointing to the second window from left of the hotel located on the
other side of the bay. Once underwater, proceed with caution and look out for reference points as pilotage
aids for your return leg, whilst keeping in line with the pre-set bearing. Large boulders, horizontal crevices,
and parallel grooves (possibly prehistoric cart ruts) are just a few of the many features available.
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After a short while, you will find yourself at the
contour line marking the end of the rocky seabed
and the start of the vast sandy area. At this point
turn left and follow the line. The portside of “Number
10” will soon come into sight to your right. This is
the smaller tug. She hardly offers any wreck
penetration opportunities. This is possible at her
large unmistakable hold. Astern, the rudder gives
you the impression as if the tug is ploughing through
the sand. The two or three arches above the deck,
in the past might have held some sort of tent, now
gone. A ladder rests upright from the seabed onto
her starboard side, and a pair of bollards is still in
place at bow. All portholes must have been
removed before scuttling.

In front and in line some 50 metres ahead lies the

larger monument, the “St Michael”. Long time ago,

a rope secured at both ends with both tugs served as a guide for divers. Now long since gone, you should
ideally keep with the contour line and find your way parallel to it. If visibility is very poor, you could use the
swimline search method with your buddy, though this might not be necessary because if you keep close to
the contour line, you will soon just make the silhouette of “St Michael’'s bow”.

"St Michael" has indeed more room for penetration and inspection, but do not let yourself be lured into this.
Her only cabin and engine room, do not hold enough space for a mass of divers at once. On her portside,
adjacent to the main cabin, there is a tiny room with a WC still in place. Of course, to whom would such a
souvenir be of interest?! The propeller and rudder are not be missed. Her funnel, (once one of the busiest at
the Grand Harbour; now just a silent small column of steel), is guarded by a mere handrail which somehow,
has not yet eroded away.

At this point, you should start thinking of returning back to the exit point. To do so, retrace the rock-sand
contour line and fin back to "Number 10", turning right just opposite her stern. You should now be heading
ashore on a bearing of 350 degrees. Should you have run into decompression, this could be peeled off
further up the sloping seabed, just a short distance from the exit point. If upon surfacing you notice that some
swell has picked up during your dive, you should ideally, remove fins at standing depth and help yourself out

of the water by simply walking out.
The Site

As already mentioned above, this is not a favourite option for a dive, but should all else fail, and you just need
to hide underwater somehow, this site will keep you busy for a while. Visibility is never great. At best, this is
as much as 5 metres, otherwise it® all a thick green pea soup. In the shallow, morays are keen to show off
their yellow-black pattern on their bodies not only on night dives, but all day long here. The seabed has long
since been cleaned off any octopuses, but the wrecks do attract life. Around them, on the sandy universe,
rays pretend to sleep waiting for their catch, whereas weavers fit themselves head out ready on alert.

Should you come across some fishing nets or traps, leave these in
place, and don® come too close. These pose no hazards if left
untouched. The swell is very tricky at the entry and exit point. Don®let it
fool you. When it® time to get back on dry land, keep a watchful eye on
any holes located at very shallow depths. If you fit your leg in one of
these exactly when the swell is returning out, it® a broken limb that you
need to cope with all the way up to your car. Should you need any help,
at a dive school located just behind the waterpolo pitch, you will find first
aid, equipment spares, telephone service and above all expert scuba
and site knowledge.

If all goes well and the day looks great, you may decide to finish off in
style by enjoying a nice and warm cup of hot chocolate at some cafeteria
anywhere along the coast of the older part of the town.




Every diver's ultimate dream is probably to dive the ultimate wreck; RMS Titanic. Unfortunately, this is
beyond the limits of conventional diving, unless you are willing to fork out ten’s of thousands of pounds, and
buy a trip on a mini submersible. But a similar experience on a near identical ship is possible, and within 400
to 450 miles of Malta.

| am referring to HMHS Britannic, sister ship of the Titanic. She was the third Olympic-class ship, the first
being RMS Olympic. Originally she was to be named Gigantic, but when the unthinkable happened and the
unsinkable sank, her name was modestly changed to Britannic. Built by Harland & Wolf Shipyards in Belfast
for the White Star Line. She weighed about 1719 Tons more than her famous sister, and was 21 feet longer,
making her the largest and most opulent ship of its time. She was also intended for the Southampton — New
York run.

But the year was 1914, and the Great War was raging across Europe. Britannic was requisitioned by the
Government before even making a single transatlantic voyage. Her fancy trappings where removed, her
promenade decks crowded with hospital beds, and her first class dining room became the intensive care
ward, with the grand reception room transformed into an operating theatre. The largest liner of its time
became the largest floating infirmary, capable of transporting 3,309 patients.  Britannic was put on the
Lemnos — Southampton route, ferrying casualties of the Mediterranean war from the port of Mudros on the
island of Lemnos in the Aegean, to Southampton.

Britannic completed 5 round trips before being struck by disaster on the 6". It was November 1916, the war
that was supposed to be ‘over by Christmas 1914’, looked as if it might last forever. The recent Battle of
Jutland, the greatest naval engagement ever, had failed to break the British naval blockade of Europe,
increasing pressure on the Germans to resort to submarine warfare. In theory, the Britannic had nothing to
fear, as a hospital ship she was protected by the Geneva Convention. But the Germans had different ideas;
according to them, British civilian and hospital ships were being used to transport troops and war munitions to
different theatres of war, hence they declared unrestricted warfare on all British ships whether military or not.
Many civilian ships were attacked and sunk, including the famous RMS Lusitania. No evidence to support the
German charges has ever appeared.

on her 6™ outward voyage, on the 21% of November, at 8:12 in the morning, whilst steaming up the Kea
Channel, HMHS Britannic was shaken by a loud explosion on the starboard side, immediately it beginning
take in water. After the Titanic disaster, further safety modifications had been made, including higher
bulkheads and Lifeboats to cater for every passenger on board. Despite of this, Britannic sank in 55 minutes
(Titanic took 2 hours 40 minutes). This is due to the fact that the portholes were opened to air the ship, had
they been closed, the bulkheads should have guaranteed the survival of the ship.

All passengers and crew would have survived had it not been for a freak accident where two of the life boats
drifted in the path of the still churning propellers, which by now were out of the water (Britannic sunk bow first,
causing the stern to rise near vertical). One of the nurses on board, Violet Jessop, must have felt a feeling of
déja vu at this point, as her previous employment was on board Titanic, of which she was also a survivor.

What was the cause of the explosion? Conspiracy theorists had a field day, their claims ranging from the
impossible to the absurd: the ship being torpedoed, is unlikely (unlike what we see in the movies, a submarine
does not aim and shoot, it takes hours plotting and stalking a ship prior to firing a salvo, this was neigh on the
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impossible, since Britannic’'s speed was 21 knots, and a WWI sub could only manage 6 or 7 knots at its
most). The absurd being that spies had been put on board to sabotage the ship.

The most likely cause was a mine. After the war, records show that U-73 had laid two barriers of six mines in

the Kea channel, at ninety degrees to the shipping lane used by the
British. They were laid in late October of that year.

Britannic lies in 119 metres of water, the least depth varies between 80
and 90 metres. It lies on its starboard side on a sandy bottom, in near
pristine condition, the only visible damage massive crack which nearly
splits the bow from the rest of the ship; and her funnels are missing,
toppling over when she sank. She remains relatively undisturbed, and
offers one of the only available glimpses to the magnificence of the
Trans-Atlantic Super Liners of the turn of the 20" century.

Five expeditions have been organised since the wreck’s discovery; the
first being by Jacques Cousteau, in 1976, who located the wreck about 6
miles from its charted position. He used bell-based decompression
techniques.

In 1995, Kostas Thoctarides performed a solo technical dive, this single

dive of 20 minutes required 2 years of planning!!

In the same year, Dr. Robert Ballard, of Titanic fame, used mini subs and robots to study the wreck, thanks to
this expedition we have the first extensive set of photographs and computer generated images of the wreck.

In October 1997 a team of professional mixed gas technical divers led by Kevin Gurr, paid a visit to the wreck,
resulting in further excellent photography of the hull being obtained, as divers could go where Ballard’s robots

could not.

The last expedition to visit the wreck was in 1998 (as far as the author’s knowledge). This was a by another
team of Tekkies, the same group who visited the Lusitania, amongst them John Chatterton and John Yurga of
the U-Who. The objectives were to find conclusive evidence of what sank the Britannic, and to conduct a
digital video survey of the wreck. The divers used 5 different mixtures of helium, oxygen and nitrogen, and 4
% hour decompression stops were required per dive. It also established the deepest wreck dive by a woman.

Length (0.a):
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Displacement:
Beam:

Height:

Depth (molded):
Draft (loaded):
Of Duck:

Of Bulkheads:

Engines:

Power:

Speed:

Accommodation:
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882ft — 269m

48.158 tons

24,592 tons

98.950 tons

94ft — 28.6m

104ft — 31.7m - from keet to navigating bridge
64.3ft — 19.6m

34.7ft— 10.5m

9

16 — five of them were extended up to B-deck
40ft — 12.2m from the water line

2 inverted direct acting triple expansion engines, 1 low pressure turbine driving centre
aft

Engines: 16.000 (x2) IHP

Turbine: 18.000 SHP

Total: 50.000 HP

21 knots — without using reserve power

1% Class: 790
2" Class: 836
3" Class: 953
Crew: 950
Total: 3,529



Marine experts who failed to rescue a whale stranded in
London’s Thames Rivers said they hoped worldwide public
interest in its fate would promote conservation of the
endangered species. Rescue teams had tried to return the
adolescent six metre northern bottle-nosed whale to the open
seas but it died after its health took a turn for the worse.

“It was always a race against time” Tony Woodley of the
British Divers Marine Life Rescue group, which coordinated
the rescue attempt. Paul Jepson, head of the UK Marine
Mammals Stranding Programme, said he hope international
coverage of the animal’'s fate would have a positive impact.
“There are probably many children who may remember seeing

this bottle-nosed whale in London and in the future | hope that
they may become marine mammal’s enthusiasts and
conservationists”.

The whale triggered headlines around the world after it was
spotted in the Thames near the Houses of Parliament, around
65 kilometres from the sea. Rescue managed to lift the whale
by crane onto a barge but it died as they tried to take it to open
water. The result of the post-mortem, to be conducted by Mr.
Jepson, will not be known for several days.
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Congratulations Khoo Swee Chiow
New Guinness World Record 212Hr 30m

Singapore adventurer Khoo Swee Chiow broke the Guinness World
Record for the longest scuba dive on Sunday by staying underwater for
220 hours. Khoo went into a special mineral water tank on December 16 to
challenge the then record of 212 hours and 30 minutes, which was set by
British diver Michael Steven in 1986.

He took some 200 to 400 milliliters of liquid like fruit beverages and isotonic
drinks every two hours and used a special cubicle within the tank as his toilet
during the past nine days. Having beaten difficulties like dehydration, nausea,
hunger and boredom, Khoo said that he felt very tired but happy after he
emerged from the tank.
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EU member states must do more to protect their dolphins, whales and porpoises
from dangers like pollution and illegal fishing or face legal action, the European
Commission said. Brussels has taken the first legal steps against eight countries
after receiving numerous complaints from marine life campaigners that they are
not doing enough to monitor and protect their marine mammals.

"We cannot discuss specific complaints, but many of the well-known groups have
contacted us,” a commission official said. "These nations have all failed to
establish effective surveillance systems and need to take corrective action to
ensure full protection of their marine mammals."

The countries facing legal action are Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and
the UK. They could end up before the Luxembourg-based European Court of Justice (ECJ) if they fail to
tighten up their monitoring. "All these species require strict protection," the commission official said.

Under EU law, whales, dolphins and porpoises are classed as "species of
community interest," obliging governments to look after them. According
to the UK-based Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), 28 such
species have been sighted in European waters in the last 25 years,
including more than 100,000 minke whales at certain times of year.

Member states must designate special conservation areas for the

bottlenose dolphin and harbour porpoise and must monitor the

conservation status of each species. The Commission says Belgium, the
Netherlands and the UK are not monitoring dolphin populations often enough while France, Spain and
Portugal monitor only some species, and Greece and Italy have no national strategy at all.
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Bangkok has become one of Thailand® dive spots with the
introduction by Siam Ocean World, of the aquarium
located underneath the Siam Paragon shopping centre, a
®ive with the Sharks@rogramme.

Geoff Olson, general manager of Siam Ocean World Co,
said the programme was collaboration between a
Bangkok-based diving centre, and an international diving-
equipment brand.

@Ve guarantee that divers will encounter more than 20
sharks such as ragged-tooth, leopard, ornate wobbegong
and black-tipped reef sharks,@said Mr Olson. _ o o
A shark swims past diving coach David Milne and
All divers will be covered by insurance. The fee is 5,300 ECIOFS hChermaft”h "Pt'oy't' B?‘;L‘Vasak a?td ?”a”da
- H . . veringham as ey test ou e new attraction. —
baht for expgrlenced divers. Beginners Who have dived  So\cHAl LAOPAISARNTAKSIN
less than 10 times are charged 6,000 baht since they need
a short tune-up session before entering the shark tank, while those who have never dived are charged an

extra 6 00 baht for complete orientation.
Thousands of tourists are expected to participate in the programme annually, said Olson.

The Oceanis Australia Group, which operates Siam Ocean World, offers the same programme at its
aquarium in Melbourne, Australia.

Since its launch two months ago, Siam Ocean World has attracted 370,000 visitors, 80% of whom are
Thais.

The programme is expected to help increase the demand for diving equipment and other diving services in
Thailand according to an area manager for an international diving equipment company.

ﬁ He said Thailand was a fast-growing market for scuba diving equipment.
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The police have filed charges against six expert divers
accusing them of stealing and destroying priceless
underwater heritage from Maltese territorial waters, in the

first ever case of marine heritage pilfering to end up in a
Maltese court. The accused face a maximum six years
imprisonment sentence and a fine of between Lm500 and
Lm50, 000.

The case is expected to start being heard in January

following months of wide-ranging investigations by the police

Cultural Heritage Crimes Unit and the superintendence of

cultural heir tag, as revealed by Malta Today last September

when the first suspects were arrested following raids on

private collectors and a scuba diving school. The suspects, who include two foreigners, stand accused of
looting heritage items from Malta’s seabed, some of them dating back to the Roman period.

They are also charged with holding illegal exploration for national heritage, which would require a special
licence, illegally removing the discovered artefacts without a permit from the heritage authorities, failing to
report their discoveries to the authorities, and damaging and destroying heritage items.

Their arrests earlier this year had sent shockwaves among the diving community used to “taking souvenirs”
from deepwater wrecks, although the accused were notorious among divers for their unrestrained looting for
business. The items seized by investigators that will be presented a s evidence in court include ancient
amphora’s, cannonballs from the period of the Knights of St John, and priceless artefacts pilfered from a
World War | shipwreck off St Thomas Bay — the 153-metre ship SS Polynesian known as one of the
greatest shipwrecks in the world. Among diving circles, it is also known as “the plate ship” because of the
impressive number of fine porcelain plates, brass lanterns, period decorations and furnishings buried on the
wreck, together with, it is believed, priceless sealed champagne bottles dating back to the WWI period.

Malta Today’s coverage of the arrests had also triggered a petition to the culture minister signed by more
than 500 bona fide scuba divers and concerned citizens, calling for an amnesty to collectors who present
their underwater artefacts to the authorities.

“The aim of this petition is to protect the artefacts which over the past years have been salvaged from the
seabed and now form part of private collections,” the petition read. “The diving community is now aware that
investigations are underway and there is the risk that some antiquities and artefacts may even be destroyed
intentionally by their possessor in an effort to avoid being prosecuted.”

The minister, Francis Zammit Dimech, however remained noncommittal when asked for his position.
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A British diver has been fined Lm500 for breaching the Cultural
Heritage Act when he displaced an item from a sunken ship by
bringing it up to the surface.

Magistrate Giovanni Grixti found the 34 year old, British diver,
guilty of the illegal exploration of Maltese waters and illegally
removing a small spherical glass from the ship on last
September 2.

On handing down the judgement the magistrate noted that the
Superintendent of Cultural Heritage declared that the object was
not damaged and that, since the object was to be put in a
museum, there would be no expenses incurred to put it back
where it came from.
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Year after year the club organizes the annual Christmas dinner. In 2005 this was held on the 18" December
at the 5 Star Golden Tulip Vivaldi Hotel in St. Julians.

Club members and their families have not missed this opportunity to meet and wish to each other the very
best wishes for a joyous Christmas and a prosperous new year. Not less than 78 members, their families and
guests attended this memorable event.

In as many social activities as possible, the club organizes raffles for those present at that particular event
and there was definitely no exception this time. Before calling it a day and when everyone was full to the brim
with the finger-licking delicacies offered to us by the talented chefs of the Vivaldi, it was soon raffle time. All
proceeds generated from the sale of the raffle tickets, amounting to Lm 55, were generously donated to the
Puttinu Cares Children’s Cancer Support Group.

At the end of the evening everyone was happy and satisfied. This was clearly showing with big smiles on
happy faces exhibited by much of those present, as well as by the never ending exchange of greetings,
mainly due to the large mass of members present on the night.

Raffle Sponsors: Talia Maggi
Paul Ciappara
Moira Cassar — Jon Jon Jewellers
Kenneth — Vitel
Gordon Galea & Winnie Sammut — Malita Shipping Agencies Ltd.
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Another annual custom, which the club is keen in organizing, is the Christmas party at the club house few
days before New Year. This social event was held on the 27" December and an approximate of 50 club
members and guests attended this activity.

The main purpose of this event is to reunite club members and guests, former and present, who for some
reason or another can not attend our club as regularly as they might want. Needless to say, discussions and
comparisons of the good, the bad, and the daring diving habits of the present and the once past divers, surely
lit up the atmosphere. The Christmas party also serves as an occasion for many to celebrate the new coming
year together and for the sharing of the season’s best greetings with each other.

Preparations started two weeks in advance and a small number of members volunteered to help in this event.
Some food was cooked and brought to the club by such generous individuals. For instance pizzas, pastizzi,
and timpana (so much loved by Antoine) were taken care of by Dione. But it was Talia with her magic punch
potion that perhaps might have left Henry wondering about a recipe for a new brand of wine. Though there
was no planned roster, members took it in turns to man the bar as well as to go round with the food trays.

As time flew by and volunteers ran weary, another raffle was soon called in to change the subjects for many
before going for the last shot at the bar. After so long time, diving equipment came into the scene again as
gifts for the raffle. The lucky few certainly got an unexpected post-Christmas gift, much to their surprise and
delight.

Thanks to Volunteers:
Talia Maggi
Charmaine Galea Triganza
Dione Galdes
Darren Gatt
Etienne Micallef
Johanna Mifsud
Gordon Galea

Importers of the diving equipment generously donated as gifts for the raffle:
Expo Subaqua Sales & Service
Scuba Systems Ltd.
Subaqua Supplies & Service Ltd.




Are you interested in pottery and ceramics?

I have been involved in this craft for the past 17 years and
would like to share my knowledge and experience with you.

If you would like to try your hand at this versatile form of art,
you may contact me Talia Maggi on 9945 7563 or 2137 2012
for more information.

Come and have fun.....who knows, you might discover that
you have another talent!!

For further information please visit:
www.clayinspired.julieapap.com/talia_maggi.htm
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BSAC members kindly note that due to subscription increases advised by BSAC, a subscription increase of
Lm2.00 for full diving, abated and associate members will take effect as from 1% April 2006. Youths,
Students and Juniors members subscriptions will also rise by Lm1.00.
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Edward Melilo Talia Maggi Andrea Meli Matthew Sciberras
Henry Cassar Joseph Meli Mark Camilleri Stephen Ferrante
Philip Cachia Sarah Borg Bonnici Peter Senes Roberto De battista
Eve Ghersci Adrian Camenzuli Joe Schembri Geoffrey Azzopardi
Simon Alden Marco Colazingari Wendy Scicluna Giusti Eric Farrugia

Dorianne Camilleri
Etienne Micallef
Christopher Vella
Donald Pace
Paul Formosa
Andrew Penza
Paul Sciberras

Nunzio Dugo
Thomas Farrugia
Tonio Anastasi
Thomas Maganz
Walter Ellul Bonici
Anthony Bonnici
Tony Agius

Anne Degiorgio
Sinclair Portelli
Carmelo Pace
Ryan Farrugia
Leo Cuschieri

Mario Gauci
Joe Grech

Adrian Manfre
Mark Scicluna
Anthony Huizer
Hector Fenech
Malcolm Ross
Mark Fenech
Melvin D@nastasi

John Wood Thomas Farrugia Alice Cuschieri Daniel Croucher
Julia Farrugia Matthew Schemobri Mark Abela Scolaro
Johanna Mifsud Hector Fenech Stuart Craig
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Congratulations to Claudio Pisani and Patrick Tabone for becoming fathers during these two months. Hope
this new family member will bring joy and happiness. In name of all the club members we wish you all the

ﬁ best for your new born.
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- March - Oxygen Administration Course (open to Sports Diver or equivalent & BSAC or non-BSAC)
- April - Lifesaver Course (open to Sports Diver & BSAC only)
- May - Practical Rescue Management (open to Sports Divers or equivalent & BSAC or non-BSAC)

The aims of these courses are to develop further your knowledge on different uses of the diving techniques.
These courses are available at reasonable prices, so it is up to you to avail yourself of this opportunity. All,
of the above courses except the Lifesaver are open to non-BSAC members as well, for a small
supplementary fee. If interested please register your interest with Mario Azzopardi.

$ 6 ! +6 )

A new BSAC beginner’s course Ocean Diver and Sports Diver is scheduled to commence in April/May. If
you know of any friends who are interested in attending a diving course please inform the Diving Officer,
Mario Azzopardi, who can be contacted on mobile no: 79393393 or email: calypso393@yahoo.co.uk
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So there | was, at home, it was Tuesday, late in the afternoon. | had just
prepared to leave for a club night where we were going to have a talk on the
X-lighter formerly known as the Carolita, when with some time to spare |
went through the post. An envelope from the UK caught my attention, it
came form the BSAC so | skimmed through it and | said, well that's odd... |
have already received an invitation to the Diving Officer’s Conference as an
Instructor...

Hmmm, | think, | must have missed out on something... what? | went
through it again, and sure enough, my eyes had not deceived me, BSAC
was inviting me over to the DOC in London not only as an instructor but also
as an award winner. So, off | went to the club, armed only with this letter
and enough cash for some drinks, to tell my fellow divers the good news. |
got so absorbed by the surprise, that time flew and | did not notice, which
meant that, surprise, surprise | was a little late. When | arrived | had, what |
was going to say all planned out, but when | finished the flight of stairs,
which | suspect is our chairman’s way of keeping the club fit, | found that all
or most of the members were already inside listening to the presentation.

Not wanting to disturb the talk, | stayed at the bar to have a drink. | handed
the letter to Mario Azzopardi to see what he thought of it, Mario being his practical self asked me the obvious
question... ‘What is the Award for?’ At which | paused looked at him and said, ‘Nice question Mario, | will
have get back to you on that one, when | have more accurate information.” Or at least so we were thought to
answer in the Instructor Foundation Course. After going round the usual circle of friends or the part which
were present on the day, | was off to prepare for the flight as the DOC was that Saturday which meant | would
have had to take the Friday morning plane.

So Friday morning | took the Air Malta flight to London, my plans were to go straight to the hotel and settled
in, however after | emerged from the tube station off | went in the direction of the hotel or so | taught. The one
problem with the UK and navigating in it is the absence of the sun, besides from the fact that most places
resemble each other in central London. That left me with my natural sense of direction gone haywire and no
clear landmark to orientate myself with, so much for pilotage on land. The only thing sensible to do was to
ask for directions. To my dismay even Londoners had a difficulty pointing out the right direction. Five
Londoners after and a stop at Burger King, | found my way. | checked in went up to my room and said I'll just
ﬁ’ have a nap and be off to have a look around.
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A nap... yeah right...as if that ever works that way. | woke up and it was 03:00 in the morning so | said well,
there’s not much point going out if | have to wake up at 07:00. Apart from the fact that | had central heating
inside, the bed was already comfortable and it was 5°C outside so even if | wanted to reason it out | would
have opted for more sleep. | set my alarm this time and dozed off again.

Beep...Beep, Beep...Beep, and off it goes. It is Saturday morning DOC day and I'm looking forward to an
English breakfast in England, sadly | came to the realisation that | do a better attempt at it myself, in Malta.
With that in mind and something in my stomach, I'm off, just across the road to the Education Centre where
the DOC is planned for the day. We are greeted by BSAC staff with a welcome pack and a display by the
BSAC mail shop, which believe me, is hard to resist so after | spent 50 quid in stuff form the display, the
coffee stand opens with doughnuts, another hard to resist. ‘Please find your seats, the conference is about to
start...’

The opening speeches were by Marcus Allen - Chairman and Claire Peddie — National Diving Officer. This
was followed by a lecture from Dr. Roger Beer who spoke about Depression and Diving which was very
interestingly put, it was funny and to the point, although | must admit, it started off a bit on the slow side.
Then Claire Peddie announced that they were going to start with the awards. The first to be presented was
going to be the Collins and Chambers Award...now remember, till now | had no idea, which award | was
invited to receive...'Best performance in an Open Water Instructor Course for 2005 goes to... Pierguido
Saliba’ | was stunned...| must admit | had an idea, but to actually hear it coming from the P.A. system of the
DOC was fantastic.

| went up on stage to receive the award which consisted in a certificate and three glass statuettes of divers in
different gear. | am no stranger to the stage but | felt as if it was the first time. | have always been very proud
of being a BSAC member, but that day | felt on top of the world. There were a series of awards and after that
we went on to have a lunch break. | spent most of the lunch break talking about Malta, our club and the
diving at home, which knowing me was not difficult. Afterwards we continued with talks by the winners of the
Heinke trophy and a variety of subjects from safety to diving medicine, wrecks to changes in the BSAC.

| must say that | had a wonderful time at the DOC however afterwards we went out for a night on the town, we
were a group of six and we went from a pub to a Chinese restaurant to another pub. | must say that the beer
never stopped flowing, | had forgotten how much the English drink, suffice to say that although we did not end
up too far away from my hotel, when | walked it, it seemed very far indeed.

The next day it was back home for me and the award, | was running on a rather tight schedule to catch the
plane on time and | must say that when | arrived at the airport, | popped into the first boots shop | found, and
bought myself a box of panadols, well, you know, the morning after a good drink always needs a helping
hand. As soon as | boarded the plane | already started feeling as if | was at home. | don’t suffer from
homesickness but there is nothing like the sight of Malta from your window when you are looking down on the
voyage back home.



