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Chairman Corner 
The year 2005 can be distinguished with episodes relating to the local diving scene. 
 

New diving regulations earmarked for the diving services providers were introduced, allowing the use of mixed gases in 
diving activities. The doing away-with of the local diving permit or c-card as it was known. The medical is now no longer 
compulsory, whether this is a good thing or not time will tell. One is now obliged to complete a self declaration medical 
statement; the onus of responsibility is currently on the individual who seeks a service from the diving services providers. 
 
This year we have also seen the set up of the Malta Marine Foundation. A non-governmental organisation comprising 
some of the diving schools, the amateur diving clubs, and other establishments connected with the diving industry. The 
Foundation has a number of projects on the shelf: we hope during the coming year we will see some of these projects 
materialise. 
 

Marine conservation areas were set up foot, an example being the Dwejra project and the area from Il-Majjiesa to Ras ir-
Raheb. 
 

The Club had a most successful year, a record number of persons attained their diving qualification through the Club, 
also for the first time ever the Club succeeded in qualifying a number of Junior Divers, the youngest being 12 years old. 
 

A good number of skill development courses, continuing education courses, boat dives, social events, were organised 
during the year, also we cannot forget to mention the Combined Instructor Event. I think everyone was happy with what 
was organised. 
 

Now it is the time to celebrate, it is the time to think of peace and love, it is the time to think of the less fortunate. It is  
the time to make peace with ourselves so that we can truly be in the spirit of the Christmas festivities. 
 

I wish you and your families a peaceful Christmas and the successes you endeavour to achieve  
in your life.  
 

Another year passed too quicky and winter is back with us. Rain and cold only set in during the last few weeks. During 
November we had some nice sunny and warm days that allowed us to dive in wetsuits and we did well with that. But I 
can imagine that those of you who have a dry suit, have already prepared it for your next dive. This year we had a really 
good diving season all year round. The club organised interesting boat dives on Sundays for all levels of divers, from the 
newly qualified to the most experienced.  
 
This year, as most of you know, our club is participating in the best club award known better as the Heinke Trophy, 
which the BSAC presents each year to the club that most deserved it. The process for this presentation is already on the 
way. It must be forwarded to BSAC Headquarter by the end of March.  Time is against us buddies, so your co-operation 
and help will be very appraised by the individuals who are working on this project for our club.  Whoever have some 
photos of the past events, boat dives, clean ups etc that the club organised during this last year, kindly forward them to 
Mario Azzopardi. Thank you again for your support.  
 
My personal thanks goes to all those members that contributed for the formation and design of the new Oracle. My 
appreciation goes to all the members that share their knowledge and experience with other club members through their 
articles and write ups. 
 
My Special thanks go to Mario Azzopardi, Sarah Gauci Carlton and Etienne 
Micallef.  
           
Thanks Mario for providing us with all the information about the events the  
Club organises and for updating us on the members section.  Thanks Sarah  
for the grammar check and for your useful suggestions.  Thanks Etienne for  
having the patience to let me use your Macintosh for long hours at a stretch  
while I am busily putting things together for the Oracle. Last and not least  
I would like to wish a very merry Christmas and a lucky New Year to  
come to all our members and their families. 
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Malta Dive Sites 

Dive Site Reportage 
Compiled by Etienne Micallef 
 

Ghar Lapsi 
 Author’s note 
Imagine a marine park without boundaries.  Imagine a vast underwater area so large that sometimes it puzzles even the 
most experienced of divers especially in navigating at the more outwards open sea.  Geared with the knowledge of the 
whereabouts down here, divers may plough their dive using various routes to explore different sites here.  Today, we will 
get to know a route that incorporates three features, namely: The Tunnel, Finger Reef and The Crib. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    Getting there 
There are two main roads leading to Ghar Lapsi.  One starting off soon after exiting the airport tunnel, and passing via 
Zurrieq.  The second starts just a few metres to the NW of the end of the Siggiewi by-pass.  Whichever, way you’re 
coming from, just follow the signs indicating the way to Ghar Lapsi. 
 

The Dive 
Put on your fins and mask at the end of the slipway, and surface swim across the cove. Just a metre from the surface is 
a small hole in a rock wall, from which you may enter to gain access to the cave system known as The Tunnel. Once 
inside, there is enough room for one diver to move around.  The tunnel has the form of a flattened cave with its rocky 
seabed sloping deeper towards the left.  Looking back this is opposite (see pictures above).  A couple of exits lie parallel 
to each other, again on the left.  Another exit is just through the roof, somewhere in middle along the tunnel.  This exit is 
hard to miss.  As you approach it you can see tens of sunrays dancing into the tunnel, illuminating it.  If you have enough 
time, gas and a good torch, try exploring the shallower areas on  
your right hand side.  There is a path leading to a small cave with  
an air pocket.  If you find it keep your mask and DV in place.   
Return to the ‘skylight’ exit, turn right and proceed forward along  
the tunnel.  A fourth and last exit should come into your sight. 
 
Once out of the tunnel, take a SW bearing or simply follow the  
line where sand and reef meets for about a minute where you  
will reach a mound covered in sea grass on your left.  You will  
notice that further ahead this mound gets bigger and bigger into  
what is known as The Finger Reef.  It shelters a variety of fish  
species and is decorated with numerous overhangs, cracks and  
holes.  Of particular interest is a cave with a hole in the roof.  To  
find it, hover above the reef, leaving its edge just a bare silhouette  
to your right.  Start turning gradually towards a southerly bearing.   
Soon you should arrive at the opposite reef edge.  The cave should  
be right here. 
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The third feature, i.e. The Crib, lies some eighty metres from the cave. By taking an ESE bearing you will  
notice that you are distancing yourself from Finger Reef, but it will not be long before you will visualize a  
branch of the main reef in front of you.  Upon reaching it, fin your way around it in anti-clockwise mode for  
a short distance only. 
 
A second branch should appear in the distance.  Cross over towards it, in a SSE bearing.  Again, follow its edge in  
an anti-clockwise mode.  The Crib is in an overhang on your left hand side.  Make sure that you stay close to the reef  
at this point or you may miss it altogether. 
 
Continue your circle around this second branch, while rising to a shallower depth.  Once on top of the reef, take a 
northerly bearing which should lead you back to the coastline, somewhere near the cave system exits.  Turn right and 
follow the coast wall until you end up again in the cove. 
  

The Site 
Apart from an abstract knowledge or understanding of the underwater geological features, you won’t need much more 
equipment.  However, a torch is essential to guide you in the darkest corners of the cave system as well as to throw 
some more light onto the crib.  A valuable replacement for free pilotage is a standard diving compass.  Should you get 
lost or carried away by strong currents, you will surely appreciate the safety of a reel and DSMB.  Take also a camera 
with you, as marine life along the route may be quite surprising. 
 
For an added peace of mind, I’d rather do the route explained above using a 15-litre tank. This should suffice for all the 
50 minutes or so you should take to complete the loop with a reasonable reserve.  The deepest part throughout the dive 
is at the crib, which is situated at a depth of 22 metres.  The cave system fluctuates within the first 10 metres, so 
adequate buoyancy skills are required.  Along the reef the depth averages out at about 15 metres.  
 
You may find small groupers and scorpion fish at the tunnel and sometimes even at the crib.  Look out for rays hovering 
on sandy patches, among Neptune grass or even above your head in open sea.  The famous electric ray is not 
uncommon here.  Cuttlefish are also frequently encountered, as are numerous weevers and flatfish, usually well hidden 
in sandy patches. 
 
Visibility is generally good at 10 metres or more.  At long intervals of good weather this may double up.  What surely 
relaxes me most is the unique turquoise colour of the distant sight you may get of the enormous sandy patch just outside 
of the cove.  The slipway (or the ladder a few metres away), offer a safe entry and exit.  This is only jeopardized on 
stormy days or with strong winds blowing from SW counterclockwise to East.  In the presence of a high surge, the cave 
system should be dropped off the plan whilst adding more caution in leaving and entering the cove. 
 

The Crib�
Surely enough, The Crib does not qualify for being referred to as an underwater temple or a place of adoration, though it 
would be nice to think of it as that.  It is a memorial dedicated to an ex-member of our club.  The two plaques found there 
read: 

“This crib was built and placed here by the Calypso Diving Team (Malta) – December 1992” 

“We dedicate this crib to our friend and fellow diver John Wheeler who died in these waters on the 16th December 1992.  
May God give him eternal peace.” 
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International Dive Sites 
Rated One of the Top Ten Wreck Dives 
 

Introduction 
You would not expect Cyprus to be included in a list of the world’s hottest diving destinations, as the  
eastern Mediterranean is not noted for its top-class diving.  Rated as one of the top ten wreck dives in the world, a 
few miles away from the port of Larnaca, lies the wreck of the Zenobia. Cypriot dive centres must still celebrate the  
day that the Zenobia, under tow and listing with a design fault in its buoyancy tanks, was allowed to sink in 42m.    
�

Why the Zenobia Sank? 
Some say the Zenobia’s problem lay with the ballast computer, which “malfunctioned”; others say the computer was 
“switched-off” – accidentally of course! No matter what story you wish to believe, a whole diving industry has been built 
around this fabulous wreck. 
 

The History & Structure 
The Zenobia was a Swedish roll-on, roll-off (Ro-Ro) ferry carrying trucks and registered to carry up to 140 passengers. 
She sank on her maiden voyage to Cyprus on the 7th June 1980 off Larnaca’s fishing harbour at 2am on a Saturday. 
More than 100 trailers and trucks were still shackled in place when she went down. A monster displacing more than 
10,000 tonnes, and superficially not unlike the familiar vessels that ply the route between Dover and Calais, the wreck is 
more than 178m in length, and now lying on its starboard side.  Nevertheless, it makes an outstandingly good dive and it 
is still possible to sit in the cabs of trucks and recognise the remains of some of their cargos.  There are Volvos and 
DAFs, Scanias and Mercs. With a maximum depth of 42m to the sandy seabed, the top rail of the wreck is at 18m’s. This 
provides an ideal range of dives from the newly qualified to the very experienced wreck penetration teckie-divers.  
 
Saying that, divers should not swim along the undersides of vehicles, as they can weigh in at more than 40 tonnes and 
are held in place by chains that are gradually losing their strength. All the windows of the main superstructure have been 
broken for some years, since two divers were trapped inside. Even though this has added to diver safety, divers are 
advised not to enter the wreck, because much of the internal partitioning has collapsed. Nitrox is readily available in 
Cyprus and it makes an ideal dive for those using nitrox 32, and many technical divers use richer mixes of nitrox for 
deco.  
 

The Zenobia 
Position of the wreck: 34,53.5 N - 33,39.1 E (1.500 meters from the shore) 
Lloyd’s Registration No: 7806087 
Ship Build:  1979 by Kockums, Malmo, Sweden, yard # 567 
Length Overall:  172,02 meters (560 feet)  
Beam:   23.04 meters (75 feet)  
Draught:  13.01 meters (43 feet) 
Gross Tonnage:  12,000 tones 
Maximum speed: 21.5 knots 
Engine Capability  18,760 bhp 
Equipped with: Direction Finder, Receiver, Echo Sounder, Gyrocompass, Position fixing device and radar 
Bearings: Dhekeilia Hospital 28 T – Larnaka Harbour Entrance 343 T – Mount Stavrovouni 268 T 
 

Diver’s Point of View  
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“I had always wished to dive the Zenobia, which is considered one of the top ten sports diving wrecks in the world. So 
together with a couple of other club members, Mario Mifsud and Nunzio Dugo we booked a ten-dive package holiday to 
Larnaca, Cyprus. 
 
The plan was to do two dives on the Zenobia and then see what else Cyprus has to offer. We were lucky enough to find 
a dive centre that was barely a five-minute boat ride away from our objective. The first dive was a very controlled one, 
we had instructions to stick close to our dive guide, this is common when diving abroad as the diving centres want to 
have a chance to size up your diving skills to see if you can be taken on more challenging dives. The first thing that 
struck me on the dive was the visibility which was excellent; you could see a large part of the wreck which was huge.  
We were so distracted that we almost bumped into the tourist submarine, which had two large unprotected  
propellers. To avoid being sliced and diced we made sure we stayed away from those. 
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The first two dives were spent exploring round the wreck, which had large number of  
articulated lorries scattered around it, 104 of them to be precise one of which was carrying eggs  
and these are now strewn around the bottom; surprisingly many of them are still whole. Two dives were  
certainly not enough to explore this wreck so we decided to do another couple of dives the next day, this  
time we would penetrate the upper levels using Nitrox. The diving centre allowed us to dive unsupervised after  
giving us some advice. The upper levels were not dangerous and it seems we had passed the first day test. 
 
This time the wreck was teeming with marine life, large Groupers and Amberjacks were everywhere and large groups  
of barracudas were patrolling the area. Mario and myself entered the top car deck while Nunzio decided not to join us, 
instead he continued exploring the outside finding a Grouper nest and ending up being chased away by a very irate 
grouper parent. Meanwhile we were enjoying ourselves exploring the Lorries inside. One of them was full of beer bottle 
six packs. We continued on to the restaurant and the crew quarters. 
 
Having done these two extra dives did nothing to dampen our appetite to see more of the wreck, so far we had barely 
explored a third of it and we were eager to penetrate more deeply inside especially the engine room and the lower car 
deck. These were the most difficult parts to access and also the most dangerous, divers had died here and we were 
advised to dive only with an experienced guide who knew his way around advice we heeded. The only place to access 
the engine room was a small opening. Fixed distance lines had been placed there and we used these to guide us in. 
Visibility was very poor but we had good torches. Once inside there was plenty of space to fin about with little chance of 
disturbing the bottom. We had a good look around and thoroughly enjoyed it. The second dive of the day was dedicated 
to the lower car deck, again difficult to access. Inside more lorries plus a bulldozer and the only car that was on board. 
This wreck definitely lived up to its reputation.” 
�

Cyprus – Top Tips 
How to get there: AirMalta direct to Larnaca, Cyprus. 
Accommodation: Hotel ad apartment holidays are well featured in many holiday brochures. 
Language:  Greek but English widely spoken. 
Money:   Cyprus pound. 
For non-divers:  an interesting Mediterranean island with more to do than just sunbathing. 
Health & Safety: Hyperbaric Medical Centre in Larnaca.  
Hazards:  The Zenobia makes a serious dive. Be guided by the dive centre about hazards. 
Best time to go:  May – October. 
Water Temperature: 15 – 25 ëC. Wear a good semi dry with hood or dry-suit. 
More Information: Cyprus Tourist Office. 
          By Dorianne Camilleri 
 

Dolphins - Revered Creatures of the Sea, Lovers of Freedom 
 

Dolphins cute “smile”, sleek body, perfect swimmers, charming behaviour – it’s difficult not to love them, not to feel an 
instant attraction – the aura that surrounds them is one which stirs up deep feelings in many. 
 
An animal revered in many societies, the dolphin’s image was, and still is, linked to human notions of intelligence, 
kindness and friendliness – attributes we seek so often in our human counterparts. Many stories, dating back even to 
Greek mythology, recount how these kind creatures often helped mariners in peril – indeed a welcome sight in otherwise 
treacherous waters. A constellation in the night sky was also dedicated to Delphinus.  
 
“To the dolphin alone nature has given that which the best philosophers seek: friendship for no advantage. Though it has 
no need of help of any man, yet it is a genial friend to all, and has helped man.” – Plutarch. 
 
The Boto – a river dolphin inhabiting the rivers of the Amazon – is rendered many a millionaire with countless souvenirs, 
posters, greeting cards, logos etc. being mass marketed all over the globe. Locally, beach towels, tee shirts, caps – the 
dolphin features in all – though it is no longer so commonly seen in our waters. There is no doubt about it – dolphins are 
crowd pullers, they are always en vogue and ever so popular. It is an animal that is respected and loved. But there lies a 
thin line between love and abuse, between misinformation and proper education. 
 

Intelligent Roamers of the Sea 
Research by the US National Science Foundation has shown that dolphin brains are highly encephalised – that is 
they have very large brains when compared to their size – a measure which is not so far from the equivalent 
 

Marine Life 
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of the human ratio. It has also been demonstrated that a wide variety of behavioural abilities 
of dolphins include “mirror self-recognition, the comprehension of artificial, symbol-based communication  
systems and abstract concepts, and the learning and intergenerational transmission of behaviours that have  
been described as cultural” – source: http://www.newswise.com/articles/view/507971/?sc=wire. The possibility of the use of tools  
is also a new and exciting discovery which continues to illustrate the highly evolved brains of such animals.  
 

Dolphins – life in the wild 
Despite the many attempts at mis-education undertaken by dolphinaria - a dolphin’s home can only be the vast sea. No 
other habitat replacement can ever even get close to re-creating a similar environment with all the diverse features of the 
sea, the freedom and, yes, the everyday survival battle. Dolphins have evolved and adapted to such a marine 
environment and it is up to ensure that the seas are freed of human threats rather than taking them into captivity upon 
the poor pretext that the sea is full of dangers!!!! 
 

Dolphins – dying to entertain you? 
The devotees of dolphins often claim that they are special, mystic creatures – but some feel the necessity to take it a 
step further and support entertainment businesses that have been capitalising on this feeling for decades. As the saying 
goes “if you love someone, set them free” – it is an anomalous situation where many dolphin lovers actually support the 
cruel industry which is causing so much suffering and losses to the dolphin community. If you claim to love dolphins then 
visiting a dolphinarium is certainly not the way to show it!!!!!!!!! 
 
Dolphins have been recognised as being highly sociable animals living in complex groups and families – recent findings 
clearly show that such groups often have a key member that leads and ensures the cohesion, and thus the survival, of 
the rest of the group. The taking of dolphins from the wild to supply dolphinaria for their entertainment shows is a major 
threat to dolphin survival – the hunts for dolphins are merciless and cause havoc among groups often ending up in 
bloody massacres where many suffer trauma, injury or die during the process. 
 
Denied their basic need by being held captive and forced to perform, the revered creature is turned into nothing more 
than a clown in a circus act. Is there any tank that is large enough???? NO. Some of the larger tanks existing to date still 
are some 700 times smaller than a dolphin’s daily swim range. Dolphins are protected locally in the wild – but not so 
much so in captivity where they face a life of boredom which often drives them into depressed or violet behaviour.  
 
“No aquarium, no tank in a marineland, however spacious it may be, can begin to duplicate the conditions of the sea. 
And no dolphin that inhabits one of those aquariums or one of those marinelands can be considered normal….. It is 
certain that the study of human psychology, if it were undertaken exclusively in prisons, would also lead to 
misrepresentation and absurd generalisation.” – Jacques Cousteau 
 
Dolphins should be appreciated from a distance ….. and with no strings attached.   
 

More about dolphins 
Fast swimmers     : their streamlined, muscular and smooth body allows for speed of up to 40 km/hour 
Weathered Travellers    : they often cover up to 40 miles a day – they are on the go all the time! 
Deep Sea Divers    : dolphins can hold their breath for several minutes and can dive down to 300m 
Great Acrobats     : dolphins are playful animals – they love speed, performing acrobatic leaps and bow – riding 
Excellent Communicators : dolphins produce two types of sounds  

- clicking sounds used for echolocation – to locate food, obstacles 
- high pitched whistles to communicate states of alarm or excitement and to identify 

each other. 
Essentially Wild Animals   : dolphins travel great distances every day 
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Robotic Fish Make Aquarium Debut 
 

The three newest inhabitants at the London Aquarium move like all others in nearby tanks, 
but the brightly coloured fish are robots.  
 
Created by robotics experts from Essex University, east of London, the creatures move around the tank like real  
fish, but unlike previous attempts at robotics fish, these are not pre-programmed. Instead, they have sensor-based  
controls, meaning they move around the tank, avoiding objects and other fish, and reacting to their environment as a  
real fish would.  
 
Professor Huosheng Hu, of the university’s computer science department, said the aim of creating the fish and having 
them on display in a public place was to increase awareness about robot capabilities. He said the robotic fish, which took 
three year to create, could also be used in the ocean. 
 
“This work has many real-world applications including seabed exploration, detecting leaks in oil pipelines, mine 
countermeasures, and improving the performance of underwater vehicles,” he said. Hu and his team wanted to create 
the ultimate fish: Aiming to emulate the speed of tuna, acceleration for a pike, and the navigating skills of an eel.  
 
They worked with the aquarium’s marine experts who offered advice about behaviour and movement of a wide variety of 
fish species. London Aquarium director Foster Archer said he expected the biologically inspired fish to be popular with 
visitors. “Our robotic fish are really wonderful to look at and very entertaining. It’s amazing how beautiful and graceful 
their movements are” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members Section 
Welcome to the new members already qualified divers: 
 

Arnold Paris  
 

Congratulations to the newly Qualified Advance Nitrox Divers: 
 

Jason Mercieca      Thorsten Platsch Pier Guido Saliba    Dorianne Camilleri      Joe Grech      Nigel Grech 
 

Congratulations to the newly Qualified Sports Divers: 
 

Nigel Grech       Luke Fenech Daniel Calleja       Charmain Galea Triganza 
 

Welcome to the new members who are following the new Ocean & Sports Diver Course 

 

Fredrick Grech       Chris Vella  James Flux       Matthew Farrugia      Sarah Lindsay Borg Bonnici 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Pier Guido Saliba who was awarded the Collins & Chambers Award by 
BSAC for attaining the best overall performance during the Open Water Instructor Examinations 
that were held locally and abroad this year. Locally this event was held from 23rd February to the 
1st of March.  
Hey Mr. Saliba we would like to hear your comments about this experience.  
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The Collins & Cambers  
OWIC Award 

goes to 
Pier Guido Saliba 
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Local News 
Marine Conservation Area  
 

Draft management framework launched 
 
An educational pack on the ecology of the Mediterranean Sea, aimed  
at creating awareness about the natural treasures which lie in the sea  
surrounding the islands, is in the making and will eventually be distributed  
to primary school students, possibly even those of other Mediterranean  
countries. 
 
The area, identified years ago as having potential in this respect, is the stretch of sea from Rdum Majjiesa to Ras ir-
Raheb, taking in one of Malta©s most spectacular cliff sides which includes Gnejna bay, Ghajn Tuffieha bay and the clay 
slopes in between. The process started off with a consultation process about a year ago with the directly affected 
stakeholders. A management plan has been drawn up and is open for wide consultation. After this process, preparations 
will start for the plan to be implemented starting from September 2008. A small zone, which is particularly sensitive, will 
be entirely off limits while in other parts "guided access" will be allowed. 
 
Most of the area will be accessible and fishing will be allowed. However, all activity will be subjected to monitoring, aimed 
at making sure that the activity is sustainable. The point is to protect the environment in such a way that it can continue 
to be enjoyed. 
 
The areas surrounding Filfla and probably Dwejra will be the next conservation zones in line with a commitment to 
identify at least three areas within this legislature. The educational pack will cover the ecosystems of the Mediterranean 
Sea in general. After it is distributed locally, it is hoped that it might be exported to other Mediterranean countries. 
 
The pack will be launched soon at the San Lucjan aquaculture centre in Marsaxlokk where a permanent exhibition on the 
same subject will be inaugurated. It is useless for the government to pass legislations, which protects marine 
environments if the people do not know or understand what treasures lie under the sea. 
 
The marine environment at Rdum Majjiesa to Ras ir-Raheb, besides vast meadows of posidonia oceanica (alka), is 
endemic only to certain Mediterranean marine habitats and therefore protected. A wide array of fish, including small 
species, which forage in the sea plants as well as lobsters, starfish and schools of barracuda and larger fish, most of 
which go unnoticed by those who do not venture below the surface. 

Breathalyser Tests At Sea 
 
Plans to introduce breathalyser test for people at the helm of sea-going crafts and be given the necessary support so 
that legislation to this effect is passed without delay – and in time for next summer. 
 
Administrative Law Enforcement said that the Malta Maritime Authority was looking at the possibility after it become dear 
that there were a number of boat owners who could be using their boat under the influence of alcohol. If, and when, such  
test is introduced, ALE police will be able to stop a boat and test the driver. Hence they will be in a better position to 
control alcohol abuse on boats. A clause relating to relapses is expected to be included in the new legislation because, 
at present, no additional disciplinary proceedings can be taken against repeat offenders. The idea is to have a clause in 
the law that allows the police to withdraw the licence of any boat owner found to be repeatedly breaking the law. 
 
Other plans in the pipeline include number plates for boats, to make identification easier. Another 
aspect being discussed by the authorities is the fact that, at present, under-age children  
can be in control of their parent’s boat because there is no law to prohibit from doing so. 
 
All these efforts have one aim: “That of making our seas as safe as possible.” 
 
Just as new regulations have been introduced over the year to make our roads as safe as possible – speed limits, speed 
cameras and the presence of traffic wardens – the sea surrounding our island, a hive of activity during summer, should 
also be monitored to reduce the danger to those in the water, swimmers, scuba divers and those out for a pleasure trip 
on their boat. It is rather odd that, at the moment, Maltese law does not permit the police to test people driving boats for 
excessive levels of alcohol in the system. It is also odd that there is nothing in Maltese law that stipulates that only 
individuals with a licence to drive should, in fact, be in control of the boat. Maltese regulations covering weapons  
(for hunting) and cars stipulated that it is only the licence holder who can use the weapon or drive the car. And it  
should be the same for boat owners as well. It is dangerous for people – and by this we mean both adults who  
have never handled a boat and children – to drive a vessel without having a licence to do so.  
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Information campaigns over the years – which seem to get better every season – have been 
instrumental in instilling a sense of responsibility among boat owners and also swimmers. The swimmers’  
zone that have been introduced to enable people to swim in safety have also had the desired effect. What  
need to be done now is to fine-tune the law to improve safety at sea. This is a matter that should not create  
controversy and that should pass through Parliament without any glitches.  The plans that are being drawn up should  
not remain on the shelf for too long. They should be presented to parliament and discussed as soon as it is possible,  
so that the regulations will come into force next summer. Another important point would be that ALE would have  
direct access to the MMA’s database, which contains all the information available on boats and their owner. This  
would certainly speed up the work of the ALE and make it more efficient.  
 
 

EU proposes strategy for cleaner seas 
 
Malta will form part of the Mediterranean marine region together with Spain, France, Italy, Slovenia, Greece and Cyprus 
under a marine environment strategy unveiled by the EU Commission. The strategy is meant to ensure that EU seas are 
environmentally healthy by 2021. The Strategy lays down operational guidelines on how to achieve good environmental 
status for marine areas and takes a new ecosystem-based approach addressing all the pressures and impacts on the 
marine environment. A directive proposed together with the strategy will introduce the concept of marine regions that will 
be a forum of member states to work together to reach the objectives set out in the strategy. 
 
Three marine regions are being suggested: The Baltic Sea Region, The North East Atlantic Ocean Region and The 
Mediterranean Region, 
 
Member’s states will have to asses the state of their marine waters and devise programmes and measures to achieve a 
high level of protection of the marine environment. Measures will include impact assessment and details cost-benefit 
analyses to take into account the social and economic dimension of sustainable development. No specific management 
measures will be set at EU level, as the directive will have to be made operational and implemented by member’s states 
at the level of their marine region. The strategy includes various time frames to be adopted by member’s states. Once 
the directive is adopted, EU members will have to develop a maritime strategy for their own waters, within four years 
they will be obliged to assess the status of the waters, and the environmental impact of human activates. 
 
By 2016, members states will have to develop measures to achieve good environmental status including action restore 
damaged ecosystems, the amount of human activity that is permitted or the degree of disturbance of ecosystems 
permitted, mitigation and remediation tools among other measures. The strategy together with the proposed directive will 
now go through the EU co-decision process for adoption by the EU council of ministers and the European Parliament.  

North East Atlantic Ocean Baltic Sea Mediterranean 

Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest 
 
Two participants carve their winning entry during the Underwater Pumpkin  
Carving Contest in the Florida Key National Marine Sanctuary off Key  
Largo, Florida. Organised by the Amoray Dive Centre, the contest was  
the first special event in the Keys since before October 19 tourist evacuation  
due to Hurricane Wilma.  
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Irish footage shows Titanic rusting away 
 
Amazing new footage of the sunken Titanic taken during an Irishman’s poignant dive to the  
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, has uncovered how the ship is rusting away.  
 
Pictures of the boat, which sank in 1912 with the loss of 1,500 lives, reveal how the luxury liner is disintegrating  
under the pressures of the freezing seas. The main mast is collapsing in on itself and the decks are crumbling  
away. Professional diver Rory Golden, who brought a plaque from Harland and Wolff shipyard to the wreck, said  
the Belfast-built ship is rusting at a dramatic rate.  
 
“She is falling apart, she really is. There is an awful lot of decay. The main mast is collapsing and the decks are falling in. 
She is disintegrating before your eyes. She is in a bad way,” he said.  
 
Mr. Golden, from Dublin, was charged with diving to the bottom of the ocean in a special Russian-built submarine to 
place the plaque on the Titanic’s bridge earlier this year. Footage taken during his dive, two-and-a-half miles below the 
surface of the ocean, shows how a lot of windows on the ship are still intact despite the horrendous damage caused 
when she hit a iceberg 350 miles off the Canadian coast. But it also shows how rust is rowing so rapidly that it is 
enveloping the old portholes and threatening to crumble what is left of the wreck. 
 
The Titanic’s huge anchor still lies on the deck of the liner, and the foot of the huge mast is still visible where it fell 
backwards as the ship sank. An endless veil of rust is gradually overwhelming the portholes near where the grand 
staircase once stood. The Titanic’s collapsing structure also reveals another amazing detail – the white enamel of the 
captain’s bath, which is still intact.  
 
The ship, which, broke in two as she sank, lies in two pieces on the ocean floor with the stern and the bow hundreds of 
yards apart. Mr. Golden said that seeing the Titanic is the best dive in the world: “As a diver it is the ultimate dive. If you 
ask what the world’s most dangerous shipwreck is – it is the Titanic.” 

HMNZS Wellington scuttled in Cook Strait 
 
It took just under two minutes to turn a frigate into an artificial reef – around about the time HMNZS Wellington took to 
sink gracefully to the sea floor off the coasts of its namesake city. The flag on the bow was the last thing to sink out of 
sight into the churning water – ending a history of three decades afloat as a ship in both the Royal Navy and the Royal 
New Zealand.  
 
Marco Zemman, whose SinkF69 Charitable Trust organised the scuttling, said it was the climax of a six year project that 
would change the dive industry in the capital. ‘She ‘s looking good, nice and straight”, he said of the newly created dive 
site between Houghton Bay and Island Bay on the south coast. “We think she took about one minute 55 seconds to go 
down”. 
 
Explosives were strategically placed on the ship to make it sink fast and land squarely on the sea diving through the 
wreck. The 113m long former warship was bought from the Government for $1 by charitable trust formed solely for the 
acquisition of the frigate, to create an artificial marine reef and world-class recreational dive facility. The frigate is of 
special significance for Waitara man John Flynn, who had two stints of HMNZS Wellington as a non-commissioned 
officer and leading seaman in 1987 and 1988.  
 
‘She was my first ship in the Royal Navy in 1974 as the Bacchante as a 17 year old, straight out of training, and she was 
my last ship with the Royal New Zealand Navy in 1988. I enjoyed my time on the Bacchante and on the Wellington. I’m 
in two minds really (about the sinking). It’s a shame to see a good ship being sunk, but it’s better than having her cut up 
to be razor blades. At least this way people get to dive and see her, so she still has some good to offer.” 
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HMNZS Wellington 
Ship Launched:  1969 
Length Overall:  113 meters   
Gross Tonnage:  3804 tonnes 
Carry Capability: 250 officers and ratings 
 
Refitted as Wellington in 1982 for Royal New Zealand Navy 
Deployed throughout the Pacific and Arabian Gulf 
Bought for $1 by the SinkF69 Charitable Trust 
Served the Royal Navy as HMS Bacchante for 12 yeas and deployed in second Cold War with Iceland  
 

Cape Verde’s fragile paradise on the brink 
 
Loggerhead turtles flock to Cape Verde’s quiet, white beaches to lay their eggs but the tranquillity that draws them may 
be under threat as the West African islands try to lure more sun-seekers. Environmentalists warn that plans to boost 
tourism on the volcanic isles off the African’s Atlantic coast do not take account of the need to protect fragile species, like 
the turtles that nest on the shores of Boa Vista Island each year. Around midnight on Ervatao beach, scores of tiny 
loggerhead hatchlings break through the sand after days of digging and begin a madcap dash under cover of darkness 
towards the waves. 
 
Clambering over the feet of Spanish research students to reach the surface, the tiny turtles will swim for 24 to 48 hours. 
“This is known as the swimming frenzy where the young turtles try to reach deep waters as quickly as possible to escape 
the predators around them,” said marine biologist Ana Liria, from the University of Las Palamas de Gran Canaria. But 
the greatest risk to the turtles – and other indigenous species – may be from the island’s tourist industry. In a report 
called Paradise on the Brink, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) said plans to increase tourist arrivals on Boa Vista 
to as many as one million a year were not supported by coherent environmental studies or infrastructures projects.  
 
“Cape Verde’s biodiversity is of global importance as it includes many endemic species of plant, birds, and insects as 
well as marine species,” the report said. Cape Verde’s coral reefs are among the worlds most important and most 
threatened, and the islands’ waters are also a feeding ground for humpback whales, WWF said in its report.  
 
The arid Cape Verde isles, some 500 kilometres from the coast of Senegal, were uninhabited when Portuguese sailors 
discovered them in 1456. The archipelago becomes a major centre for the slave trade and later the parched soils 
encouraged a diaspora. Today, the islands’ 500,000 inhabitants are outnumbered by Cape Verdeans living overseas, 
mainly in the United States. A model state for international donors since independence in 1975, Cape Verde began 
privatising its economy in the 1980s. Since 2000, growth has topped four per cent a year but problems persist: 
unemployment stands at 16% and international officials say crack cocaine consumption is rising as South American 
traffickers use Cape Verde as a route into Europe.  
 
In the early 1990s, the government decided to go for tourism growth to boost the economy. In the last decade, visitors 
increased seven-fold to more than 180,000 a year. The government aims to increase by five the number of hotels rooms 
by 2012. Environmentalists are worried about the effect the planned developments will have on the island’s rich marine 
life. Around 3,000 loggerhead turtles nest annually in Boa Vista and the neighbouring isle of Sal, making these areas the 
second most important nesting site in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The turtles swim from as far away as Mauritania and Gunea-Bissau before excavating a shallow nest on the beach with 
their rear flippers to lay around 100 eggs. “It is a very important responsibility for Cape Verde’s government to conserve 
a species along the whole of Africa’s Atlantic coast,” said Luis Felipe Lopez, zoology professor at Las Palmas university. 
The government has named 47 protected areas but opposition politicians and ecologists say planning is haphazard and 
major resorts are being approved without proper environmental reviews.  
 
Mammoth resorts have already sprung up on Sal and the government is targeting Boa Vista for development, hoping to 
draw foreign investors with hefty tax breaks.  
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Suunto Vyper for Sale 
 
Rugged and reliable for all conditions  
Suunto Vyper contains three instruments in one: Air, Nitrox and Gauge. 
 
Suunto Vyper Story 
Suunto Vyper features full decompression capabilities and combines several technological innovations into one  
product. Suunto Vyper offers everything a diver could possibly need for diving with standard air or nitrox mixes.  
It can also be used as a depth gauge and timer with profile memory, making it ideal for professional and technical diving 
applications. 
 
In addition to having information available to you at all times, your Suunto Vyper records and stores data for later 
analysis. You can view, compare, and analyze your diving performance through a specially designed PC interface. 
 
The technical features, combined with the PC interface developed for more graphical representation of your 
performance, and our Internet Community, where you can share information with other like-minded divers from around 
the world, make Suunto Vyper ideal for divers who want their watch to tell more than the time. 
 
Suunto Vytec Features     
�  Air/Nitrox/Gauge modes  
�  PC interface  
�  Extensive memory functions      
�  Suunto RGBM model  
�  Audible alarm  
�  Electroluminescent display  
�  Easy and reliable push-buttons  
�  User-replaceable battery 
 

Computer is in  
Good Condition 
 

Price: Lm 80.00 
 

If interested contact:  
Darren Gatt on 
Mobile no: 79703501 

Suunto 
Computer 
FOR SALE 

Combined Nitrox Skill Development Course 
 
On the 26th and 27th November the club organised a Combined Nitrox Skill Development  
Course. On the 26th the participants had a full day of theory lessons that highlighted the  
concepts of nitrox and its uses. The instructors on this course were Sarah Gauci Carlton,  
Mario Gauci, Chris Bowd and Dione Galdes. The students were Pier Guido Saliba, Joseph  
Grech, Nigel Grech, Dorianne Camilleri, Jason Mercieca and Thorston Platsch. All students did well in the theory exam 
and could proceed to do the practical sessions the following day.  
 
The practical session was planned to be held at Marsascala on the two Tug boats. However, the instructors agreed to 
change the dive site as the site conditions were deteriorating rapidly. As a replacement the Maori in Marsamxett harbour 
was hence chosen, being in more optimum conditions. 
 
Practical sessions were broken down in two dives. In each dive, each student had to dive with different instructors and 
perform a number of skills that were assessed by each instructor after each dive. Weaknesses and strengths were 
highlighted to each student after each dive. 
 

Thanks goes to Darren Gatt, for volunteering as a security officer watching over our cars and 
equipment that was left on land and to Etienne Micallef for assisting the instructors during their 
practical assessments. To Sarah, Mario, Dione and Chris for organizing and coordination the 
course. And to all the five students who managed to be quite self-efficient during the entire 
course. Well done to everyone!!!  

 

Club’s Annual Christmas Dinner 
 
Full article and photos of the club’s annual Christmas dinner that was held at the Golden Tulip Vivaldi in St. Julians,  
on the 18th December, will be published in the next oracle issue no: 16.  
 



 

 

 

- 13 - 

Forthcoming Events & Courses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site Mapping Winter 2005/2006 
 
The Advanced Diver Expedition plan and day, during which some surveying was carried out on the Imperial 
 Eagle site, was a great success.   All the members that took part agreed that it had lent an extra element of interest 
 to their diving, as well as exploring parts of the site that some of us had never seen. 
 
Still more work was done on the site during the First Class Diver 2005, so it would be good to use the information 
already gained and use this as a background to further research on the site.  Moreover, during the winter, the weather 
will ensure that we see more than we really want to of the Imperial Eagle!   So, let’s make something interesting and 
useful of the dives we do on this site.  Although we all more or less know what the site looks like, a surface chart plotting 
the relationship between the horseshoe cave and canyon at Ta Fra Ben, linking it to the Imperial Eagle site, and further 
to the caves on the right hand reef, would be a good start.  This would be quite easy to do and could then be followed up 

by more detailed biological and structural surveying of the sites and lying of guidelines 
or marker arrows between various areas.  

 
The final aim could be to eventually produce a booklet (or whole series of them) which 
could be sold in dive schools, etc, to raise money for the Club and raise the profile of the 
Club locally and abroad.   Further, for our newest divers, it will give them a chance to 
increase their skills, and for those who have been diving for a while, will keep the 
enthusiasm levels high. 

By Sarah Gauci Carlton 
 

Skill Development Courses 2006 
 
The following Skill Development Courses are planned to be held during winter and spring. 

·  February - First Aid for Divers Course (open to all Ocean Diver or equivalent & BSAC or non-BSAC) 

·  March - Oxygen Administration Course (open to Sports Diver or equivalent & BSAC or non-BSAC) 

·  April  - Lifesaver Course (open to Sports Diver & BSAC only) 

·  May - Practical Rescue Management (open to Sports Divers or equivalent & BSAC or non-BSAC) 

The aims of these courses are to develop further your knowledge on different uses of the diving techniques.  These 
courses are available at reasonable prices, so it is up to you to avail yourself of this opportunity. All, of the above 
courses except the Lifesaver are open to non-BSAC members as well, for a small supplementary fee. If interested 
please register your interest with Mario Azzopardi. 


