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Welcome to the penultimate Oracle issue for this year.  It seems that the new format of the 
club's newsletter is going down well with you members.  Evidence of this are the many 
positive comments you sent by email, sms, and by word of mouth, some of which you may 
read from the list below.  Thank you for such strong feedback in support of this new version of 
the newsletter.  From this issue there will be some more innovations that hopefully you will 
also like.  Moreover, please continue to forward your feedback so that together we can 
continue to improve the club’s newsletter.  

From: Nunzio Dugo - This is the best format of the newsletter I've seen to-date! I don't know 
who editor is but she did a pretty good job. Well done! 

From: Leonard Caruana & Wendy Scicluna Giusti - WELL DONE!!!!  I like it a real real real 
lot!!! This is the first issue I’m receiving and I’m quite impressed! Well done to all those who 
took their time to come up with the newsletter. 

From: Gordon Galea - With regards to the Oracle I do like the new format though I think that 
the size of the file (3.46mb) is too big to be sent by e-mail. For that reason I used to keep 
pictures files small and fancy stuff to a minimum in order to ensure that Oracle is not bigger 
than 2mb when Mario used to ask me to format the Oracle prior to sending it. Another solution 
would be to zip the file prior to sending it. Atlam do this with their newsletter. Nowadays 
everybody has an unzipping program installed in the pc. If not one can always download it for 
free. Some members have mailboxes that cannot accept more than 2mb (e.g. Hotmail) and 
that make it impossible for them to receive this newsletter. 

From: Walter Ellul Bonici - As you rightly say my e-mail address is with Hotmail, but I have 
2,000 MB of space on my account. As a matter of fact I received the 'Oracle' nr.13, and have 
already enjoyed reading it enormously. Here, in Libya I really look forward to it, as time goes 
by very slowly otherwise. 

From: Talia Maggi - Just printed and read your newsletter. Prosit! Very innovative and 
informative. Shows a lot of work went into it. Very good work! Prosit again. 

  The Editor 

 

The club has had quite a successful summer, no fewer then 16 students enrolled in the diving 
course which started in July. Thanks to the hard work and a lot of sacrifice on the part of the 
instructors.  The Club has sixteen newly qualified divers. 

The success of the Club can also be measured from the influx of new members who joined, 
some as fully fledged divers with a lot of diving experience, others relatively new comers to 
the sport.  

The customary Sunday boat dive attracted an extraordinary number of divers, sometimes 
more then one boat had to be hired to accommodate and satisfy one and all. 

During the summer months the Club also organised the Advanced Diver Course. 

Autumn will see another group of divers who will be joining the Club to participate in the new 
diving course which will commence later on this month. We will also have the Combined 
Nitrox course towards the end of November, so the Club will remain active and the instructors 
will also be quite occupied.     

The boat dives will continue to be held throughout autumn and hopefully also continue in 
winter.  We will try to dive the wrecks outside Grand Harbour and explore new dive sites 
situated to the North East of Malta  

The Chairman 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
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Dive Site Reportage 
Compiled by Etienne Micallef 

X131 Lighter  
 (Also k/a Carolita Barge) 

                           AAAuuuttthhhooorrr ’’’sss   nnnooottteee   

There is a misconception among local divers that the wreck lying just a stone’s throw away 
from the old military hospital at Manoel Island is the “Carolita Barge”.  Absolutely wrong!  
What we have there, oblivious of its true identity to the living mass above it for all this time is a 
rare vessel that played a crucial role during WW1.  What we have there is a treasure that 
needs to be taken care of and protected at all times at all costs.  It is a historic monument, left 
in neglect for ages, yet it survived total destruction because of its tough material and the 
skilled labour that once bound it together, and of course due to its relatively sheltered site. 
Dear all, what we have there is “X131 Lighter”.  Please start getting used to the name. 

The Vessel 

Type:      X lighter (converted to water lighter) 

Ordered by:      Dept. of Naval Construction, British Admiralty, 18-2-1915 

Designed by:        James Pollock & Sons, Faversham, Kent, February 1915 

Built and engined by:       Cochrane & Sons Limited, Selby, 3-9-1915 

Propulsion:    2 Cylinder Campbell 80 B.H.P. diesel engine, single screw 

Armament:       none…though it was originally planned to have one 303 Maxim gun  

Dimensions:        105’6” long, 21’0” wide, 7’6” depth  

Crew: approx. up to 12 men,    Displacement: 160 tons,     Max Speed: 6 knots 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              HHHeeerrr   HHHiiissstttooorrryyy   ………   TTThhheee   TTTrrruuuttthhh   

The need for special barges to take the steep shelving beaches of the Gallipoli peninsula 
during World War One saw the creation of 200 “X” Lighters. These were adapted for use as 
water boats, oil boats, hospital boats, and horse, ammunition and store vessels for cross 
channel services as well as landing/withdrawal of troops to and from the Gallipoli Peninsula.  
The injured on this campaign were taken over to Malta as it was the support base for the 
campaign. 

X131 entered into the scene towards the end of the Gallipoli campaign. Here she was also 
given the number L10 meaning that it was the tenth water lighter to take up duties to ferry 
water to soldiers in action at the Gallipoli Peninsula.  This was possible as in the forward hold 
contained, as it still does, a water pump capable of pumping water through a 3” or 4” pipe a 
great distance thus enabling the water to be fed directly to the troops. 

Not much record still exists of X131 or L10 after its involvement in the Gallipoli campaign, but 
it is known that she was in Malta as from 1921 or even earlier. Recent research and 
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discoveries (carried out by Dave Mallard and Antonio Anastasi) have revealed what made us 
believe that X131 was the “Coral” (or “Carolita” as we called it until recently).   

It appears that Coral was in fact a much larger vessel, a trawler to be more precise. At some 
time in April 1942 both Coral and X131 were at dock no. 3.  During this time the docks were 
heavily bombarded.  With both vessels in the same dock, the name mix-up was 
understandable.  It is possible that the identity of X131 was forgotten and the nickname Little 
Coral could perhaps been adopted, only to be twisted again later on to Carolita. 

Coral was taken to deep water outside the Grand Harbour, but X131 was instead sunk at 
Marsamxett Harbour near Manoel Island where she still lies today.  It is thought that she was 
placed there in order to be out of the way for surface traffic and yet still easy to salvage later 
on. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    WWWhhhaaattt    rrreeemmmaaaiiinnnsss   

Of the 200 X Lighters that were constructed for the Gallipoli campaign, only 20 managed to 
reach 1937. Of these, X57 is now used as a floating home in London’s Docklands. Another 
one, possibly X31 or X111, may still be serving as a fuel lighter, based in Marsa, Malta. The 
other 198 X Lighters have long since disappeared, with X131 becoming the first X lighter to 
be re-discovered in a surprisingly good shape considering her age and the ordeal she had to 
face during the 2 great wars.  I strongly recommend reading Dave Mallard’s book: 
“Cochrane’s Lighters” to understand better how important this wreck is to us. 

The Site 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            GGGeeettt ttt iiinnnggg   ooonnn   ttthhheee   ssspppooottt    

From Gzira take the bridge to Manoel Island.  You are now in Fort Manoel Street.  Keep 
heading straight on until you come to a barrier stop.  From now on you require a special site 
pass (attached to your car windscreen) in order to proceed.  If you have one, the security 
personnel on duty should let you in.  If not, try to have one lent to you by a dive centre. Once 
on the other side of the barrier, turn right at the first corner.  On your right hand side you 
should soon have the back wall of the old military hospital.  A short distance ahead the road 
takes a gentle slope downwards.  Stop at the T in the middle of the road to check whether 
there is enough space to park near the entrance marked “E” on the map below.  Otherwise, 
head for the larger parking area further downhill. 

 

                                                                        AAAmmmeeennniii ttt iiieeesss   

In this deserted place you are almost always alone.  There are no kiosks, no telephone 
booths, and no clinics whatsoever.  The nearest help if required lays either back at the barrier 
stop or at the Royal Malta Yacht Club at Fort Manoel itself.  Other means of getting attention 
is to yell at some tourist ferryboat cruising to and fro along Marsamxett Harbour or by placing 
a call on your mobile phone.  The closest clinic is that in Gzira.  There are also a few 
pharmacies along the Gzira waterfront. 

The Dive 

Once in the water, descend and take a WSW bearing.  Staying in a depth of about 8-10 
metres it should take you about 10 minutes to reach the wreck.  Along the route you will 
notice a lot of junk thrown from the old hospital … from beds to interesting small bottles.  
Once you reach X131, start at the spoon-shaped bow and go down the starboard side that is 
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the most preserved. You should notice 2 sets of double bollards on each side. At the stern, 
spend some time observing the rudder and its mechanism. Just above it is the engine room. 
A peep from the door should disclose the twin cylinders of the engine, 4 x 60 gallon water 
tanks, and the skylight on top.  Leaving the engine room, over the port side, there is the collar 
for the portable anchor davit and the hole in the deck for the anchor chain.  On the way up the 
wreck, still on port side, is the much evident bomb damage, revealing the inner hull plating 
and ribs.  Back on the deck you will come across a series of hatches.  If you’re armed with a 
good torch, at the first set of hatches from the bow, lay on the deck and you will be able to 
see the entire famous water pumps.  Before leaving, examine the intact bow and notice how it 
had a quarter of an inch thick plate riveted over the original deck.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        DDDeeepppttthhhsss   

Approaching the wreck means staying at a depth not necessary deeper than 10 metres. The 
stern lies resting at 22 metres from surface and the bow just scrapes the 5-metre mark on 
your depth gauge.  The average depth throughout the relatively sheltered dive site is about 14 
metres making of the site a place suitable for all level of divers.   

                                                                  MMMaaarrr iiinnneee   LLLiii fffeee   

Among the small rocks and junk on the slope between the entry point and X131 you will be 
surprised at the abundance and variety of sea life.  On the wreck itself, if you’re lucky enough 
and armed with good eyesight, you may also see small groupers and morays, nudibranches, 
hermit crabs, scorpion fish, and sometimes octopuses.  At the bow, it is not uncommon to 
spot a small number of bream having a rest by the double bollards. 

                                       VVViiisssiiibbbiii lll iii tttyyy   

And here’s the catch.  Visibility is the price you have to pay for visiting this historic submerged 
monument. If you disturb, you pay. It may become as bad as one metre or less if your buddy 
kicks all the mud and silt from the seabed.  Otherwise, expect a good five metres on a quiet 
normal day.  

                                                                        EEEqqquuuiiipppmmmeeennnttt    

For this dive, not much is needed. A 12-litre tank should give you enough air and reserve. A 
good torch is indispensable to view enclosed items inside the wreck without the need to go in.  
A sharp knife or line cutter may come in handy.  Reel and smb must be carried throughout the 
entire dive as there is surface traffic at times, though they should not navigate that close to 
land. 

                                 EEEnnntttrrryyy///EEExxxiii ttt    

A giant stride entry from the entry point marked “E” on the map above is safe enough to start 
with.  Attempt this manoeuvre from the left hand side of the stairs that lead to the sea.  More 
craft is required when using the same stairs for your exit using the other side of the stairs 
now. Ideally, remove fins and weights while at surface then help yourself up. Good grip on the 
narrow stairs required otherwise you would fall back into the sea. Buddies to stay well clear 
on the sides, or giving a hand from above. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     WWWhhheeennn   bbbeeesssttt    dddiiivvveeeddd   

This site is a very sheltered one with most of the divers diving here when all the other prime 
sites are unsuitable due to bad weather.   Avoid diving here during extremely fierce winds 
from ENE down clockwise to SW as the swell created by these may inhibit exit from the 
water. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          OOOfff    hhhaaazzzaaarrrdddsss   aaannnddd   ttthhhiiinnngggsss   ttthhhaaattt    cccaaannn   gggooo   wwwrrrooonnnggg   

Buddy separation, entanglement, cuts and bruises with the wreck, messing up the seabed 
and reducing the already poor visibility are all avoidable possibilities. The unavoidable range 
from having your smb taken away by a careless boatman to being unable to exit the site after 
a sudden change in weather.  DO NOT VENTURE ANYWHERE INSIDE THE WRECK. 
Space is restricted in there and you may do a lot of unnecessary harm to yourself, to your 
equipment and to this historic wreck.  Enjoy diving it and help in preserving our X131. 
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PPPoooiiisssooonnn   –––   ttthhheee   dddeeeaaadddlllyyy   wwweeeaaapppooonnn   

Using poison against other animals is not an invention of the vertebrates. Even some 
coelenterates, and especially echinoderms, make use of this method of defence. 

Altogether, about 250 species of fish are known to use poison as a weapon, while a number 
of other varieties are poisonous to eat but do not use it actively in attack or defence. 

The actively poisonous fish are only to be found among the predators, 
while the passively poisonous fish are to be found throughout the 
ecological pyramid.  The poisonous apparatus of a fish consists of two 
parts. The mechanical part, with one or more spines, injures the victim 
and directs the poison into its body. The larger the wound is, the more 
effectively the poison can be applied. The spines are located above a 

channel connected to a gland which produces the poison, and this forms the second part of 
the apparatus. Some species are even capable of dosing the amount of poison according to 
the size of their prey. The dangerousness of the fish is, of course, also dependent on the 
chemical composition of the poison. The scale is very broad, and, as far as its effect on 
human beings is concerned, ranges from irritation of the skin to absolutely fatal injuries. We 
naturally relate the potency of the poison to the human being, but, obviously, it was really 
developed to cope with other marine creatures and not with us. Often a particular poison is 
only toxic for vertebrates, leaving invertebrates totally unaffected. In other words, the poison 
is adapted for the particular type of prey. On the opposite side, some animals have developed 
protective measures that make them immune to poison.  

We only have to think of the clown fish and the anemone. On the whole, poison 
is developed by only a few families of fish. About 80 species of scorpion fish 
are known, most of them living in tropical or subtropical waters. The poison of 
the zebra fish is injected by its 13 dorsal fins, and consists of a thermally 
instable protein. The sting is very painful, and can be dangerous for man. It is 
fatal for the prey. Scorpion fish, which also occur in the Mediterranean, are 
dangerous principally for fishermen. Heavily built, and well camouflaged, these predators 
usually lurk among rocks where they can catch small fish with short bursts of speed. They 
generally avoid larger fish and man unless he comes into contact with them accidentally. 

The stone fish is considered to be the most dangerous of the scorpion fish. Its venom glands 
lie directly in the short, thick spines. The name “stone fish” is precisely descriptive of the way 
of life of these animals, lying on the sea bed as they do, perfectly camouflage, with their 
deadly weapon pointing upwards. They are particularly dangerous for sports divers. An 
injured person must be treated immediately with an antidote. Deaths from this poison are not 
uncommon. Strangely enough, in this case, the poison is much stronger than it need be for 
the kind of prey caught. In the weever fish family, the venomous spines are on the back or 
along the gills. These fish are considered aggressive, and often attack fishermen and sports 
divers. The wounds they inflict are extremely painful, but the poison is thermally instable. 
Weever fish defend their territory by attacking, and are not afraid of larger animals. Rays have 
barbed stings in the tip of their tails. Part of the sting usually remains in the wound and 
causes severe pain which can be eased by heat treatment. 

There are also fish species that are poisonous only at certain times of the 
year. Globe fish, for example, protect themselves before spawning in the 
early summer by producing a poison in their ovaries and testes. They are 
evidently avoided by their enemies at this time, and can spawn unhindered. 
During this period, the poison is found only in a light concentration in the 
flesh. It is not known whether the poison in the sexual organs is passed on to 
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the young larvae in order to protect them from their enemies. The globe fish eaten in Japan 
as a delicacy, and called fugu, is only permitted to be prepared by licensed cooks. 

Every year there are cases of people falling ill after eating perfectly common varieties of food 
fish. The fish responsible include barracudas, snappers, parrot fish, surgeon fish and bass. 
About 300 different species capable of causing the same illness are known. It has been 
discovered that it is not pollution that causes these otherwise edible fish to have a poisonous 
effect, but the food that these fish eat. The originator of this poison is presumed to be algae 
on which these fish feed. The poison accumulates in the liver, intestines, and sexual organs 
of the fish. The amount of food taken, and the fact that it is deposited in only a few places, 
leads to a high concentration of venom. 

Various kinds of eels have a protein in their blood which has a haemolytic 
effect on the corpuscles of birds and mammals. But the flesh of the eels is 
nevertheless edible for man. The moray eel produces a form of mucous in its 
mouth cavity which is poisonous for various animals. The poison has to be 

freshly produced for every attack or bite. The poison thus produced by some tropical varieties 
is just as strong as that of the stingray.  

By Marion Tobler 

 

 

UUUnnndddeeerrrwwwaaattteeerrr   TTThhhiiieeevvveeesss   AAArrrrrreeesssttteeeddd   bbbyyy   PPPooolll iiiccceee      
DDDeeeeeeppp   uuunnndddeeerrrwwwaaattteeerrr ,,,    eeexxxpppeeerrr ttt    dddiiivvveeerrrsss   hhhaaavvveee   pppllluuunnndddeeerrreeeddd   ooouuurrr    lll iii ttt ttt llleee   TTTiii tttaaannniiiccc   

Lying deep underwater off St. Thomas Bay, the wreck SS Polynesien is considered “Malta’s 
best kept secret” according to international wreck diving experts.  But what has been 
happening upon the slick French ship also known as “the little Titanic” for the last decade 
amounts to omertà – criminal reticence.  

Since it was sunk by UC22 U-boat on 10th August 1918 while sailing in 
convoy towards Malta, the Polynesien has hidden priceless treasures for 
almost one hundred years, buried up to 70 metres under the sea, where 
only experienced scuba divers can reach.  The wreck is no site for 
amateurs. According to sources in diving circles, it takes around an hour 

and a half of decompression, staggered on the way back up to the surface, for around 20 
minutes of so-called technical deep diving at those depths.  

It takes much more than 20 minutes to explore the entire 157 metres ship, and for the expert 
divers to reach the thousands of serving platters, ceiling fans and other artefacts inside.  And 
among these diving experts, groups of ruthless robbers have been looting these artefacts and 
others even older found in diverse diving sites around Malta, on paper protected by the 
Cultural Heritage Act as national treasures but effectively vulnerable to human predators 
armed with goggles and cylinders.  

The rampant deep underwater robbery is believed to have been going on totally undeterred 
for the last six years, according to diving instructors.  Individual divers, mostly unaware of the 
crime they are committing, just feel “they had to take a souvenir” back with them after almost 
risking their lives to reach the wreck.  Others, in organized groups, have systematically 
despoiled the ship of her beautiful, and profitable, treasures. 

Now, tipped by sources in the diving circles, the police have investigated 
some of the most notorious of technical divers on the islands, Maltese and 
foreigners, and the findings are expected to lead to the first arraignments 
ever in court of underwater criminal rings.  “It’s about time something is done 
about it” an experienced diver said.  “I’m happy the police is clamping down 
on this rampant illegal activity.  It’s disgusting how some divers are robbing everything there is 
under the sea”. 

The world’s biggest museum lies under the sea, cultural heritage experts 
say, but the possibility of the illicit international trading of a great part of 
this heritage makes its full recovery next to impossible.  Also, with the 
police force’s resources, it is next to impossible to monitor diving sites.  

Just the Polynesien is known to have sunk with ceramic jars, plates and cups made by Menun 
of France, dated 1900 on their inscriptions, together with other splendid ceramics by the 
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prestigious Limoges factory.  The holds of the ship were known to contain a cargo of boots, 
cars tires, fire bricks, brass beds, sealed champagne and wine bottles and a number of glass 
bottles dated 1900 from the Angio-Egyptian Aerated Water Co. of Port Said – all vied-for 
collectibles on the clandestine antiques global market.   

The ship is testimony to Malta’s vital role during World War One, when the Polynesien was 
used by the French Navy as an armed troop transport vessel after more than 20 years of 
civilian service accommodating 172 first, 71 second and 109 third and 234 steerage class 
passengers at one go.  Her last, fatal movements on a hot August morning of 1918, are 
recorded in a Royal Navy inquiry, which found that a clearly negligent chief of staff posted 
here failed to act on early warning signs given to him by a Royal Navy officer stationed in 
Malta, who heard ‘suspicious engine sounds’ through the Delimara listing station. 

Just as she was heading inshore, an enemy submarine fired its torpedoes towards the 
Polynesien, slipping through undetected as the ship started sinking.  All the crew escaped 
from the sinking ship unharmed, with the captain, in true naval tradition, boarding off the little 
Titanic as the last man. 

 Writing on the specialist journal, Sport Diver in February 2004, wreck expert Ned Middleton 
revealed the secrets of the Polynesien for the first time on the British press, possibly exposing 
it even further to unscrupulous underwater treasure hunters from around the world.  Middleton 
wrote the ship “is such an outstanding wreck, I am at a loss to know why I have not read 
about her existence time and again long before now.  Maybe I missed something, but I have 
been unable to find anything published about this shipwreck at all”.  

After just one single dive “on this most incredible vessel”, it was immediately 
clear to Middleton “that this is one of the world’s top wreck dives.   Oh yes, I 
mean it, she is easily that – and yet divers seem oblivious to her existence”.  
Not the stealing ones, it seems.  According to the Cultural Heritage Act, “the 
right of access to, and benefit from, the cultural heritage does not belong merely to the 
present generation.  Every generation shall have the duty to protect this heritage and make it 
accessible for future generations and for all mankind”.  But for a generation of ruffian divers, 
this is just and adventurous, lucrative business.  

Source of article “Malta Today” by Karl Schembri  

   

LLLoooggggggeeerrrhhheeeaaaddd   TTTuuurrrttt llleeesss   RRReeellleeeaaassseeeddd   

Loggerhead turtles are beautiful creatures that have existed for millions of years. 
With the help of the Mepa it is hoped that this will remain the case. However as 
every year passes more and more turtles are in grave danger from the effects of 
man’s senseless harming and disregard of the environment. 

On the 10th August, Mepa released seven loggerhead turtles back into the sea 
following a rehabilitation program. The second annual release of the turtles was 

witnessed by a group of 50 children from Xummiemu Club and by the Minister for Rural 
Affairs and the Environment George Pullicino, two miles out to sea in a joint operation by the 
Mepa and MFCS.  

Once the Civil Protection boat containing the seven healthy turtles – kept safe during the trip 
in a wooden pallet – reached its chosen destination, the turtles were lowered into the sea 
where five waiting divers assisted the turtles’ return to their natural habitat.  It was an exciting 
event to witness and cheers and applause came from the children watching on the nearby 
boat.  The turtles swam away at speed, delighted to be backing home.  One diver said “it was 
amazing to be part of the team in returning the turtles back to their original habitat’. 

Mepa rescued the turtles after being accidentally injured by fisherman’s lines.  Some of the 
turtles took up to two years before they were healthy and strong enough to be taken back to 
their natural habitat.  Unfortunately this is not always the case for some. Mepa’s assistant 
director for the Nature Protection Unit said, “The turtles are attracted to the bait on the long 
lines and then they get caught.  The fishermen bring them to the conservation division where 
they are nursed back to full health.  This process can take between one and three years 
depending on the severity of the injuries.” 
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The release of the turtles at the beginning of August coincides with the migrating season of 
the ancient marine species.  Loggerhead turtles come from the Atlantic and 
nest on the beaches of the Mediterranean including Cyprus, Turkey and 
Greece.  Minister for Rural Affairs and the Environment said, “Even though 
these turtles no longer nest near Maltese shores, we still need to protect 
the population which passes through our seas.” 

Mepa’s vision is to cherish our environment and plan to nurture it…together.  Having the 
children from the Xummiemu Club witnessing the release strengthens their mission and 
makes it real for the children.  Hopefully trips such as this will educate the children to look 
after the environment for their own children’s future.  

Source of article “The Malta Independent” by Louise Raimondo  

 

MMMaaalll tttaaa   WWWrrreeeccckkk   AAAmmmnnneeessstttyyy   222000000555   

The Malta Wreck Amnesty group has set up a petition to ask for an amnesty to protect 
artefacts which over the years have been salvaged from the seabed and now form part of 
private collections. The petition has now granted support from around 500 persons.  

 In the past many divers have either ignored or been genuinely unaware of the need to report 
underwater cultural heritage finds as stipulated in the Cultural Heritage Act of 2002 (Chapter 
445) and prior to this, the Antiquities Act of 1925.  

This mainly happened because of the laissez-fair from the authorities who never enforced or 
showed signs of disapproval towards such acts, as well as the lack of divers' knowledge on 
the archaeological value and legislation on underwater heritage items.  The aim of this 
petition is to protect the artefacts which over the past years have been salvaged from the 
seabed and now form part of private collections. The diving community is now aware that 
investigations are underway and there is the risk that some antiquities and artefacts may even 
be destroyed intentionally by their possessor in an effort to avoid being prosecuted.  

Consequently we are hereby recommending the Maltese authorities to grant an amnesty, so 
as to allow scuba divers or any other persons who have such items in their possession to 
report them to the authorities. This amnesty will not safeguard future persistent offenders 
under the Cultural Heritage Act (Chapter 445).  

This suggested amnesty will encourage divers, fishermen and other sea-users in Malta, to 
come forward and report any underwater cultural heritage in their possession. The amnesty 
would be an initiative to increase finders' knowledge of the legal requirement to report cultural 
heritage finds and create awareness, that failure to report antiquities carries the risk of 
prosecution. It will give an opportunity to present illegal holders of finds to come forward 
before possible action is taken by the authorities to recover items and/or prosecute holders. 
Furthermore, the amnesty will also allow the authorities to finally compile a comprehensive 
register of all recovered goods.  

A similar three-month amnesty was launched on the 23rd January, 2001, by the Receiver of 
Wreck in the UK. This amnesty was very well received and attracted a positive response, 
particularly from the diving community. Following the success of the British initiative other 
countries such as Bermuda have introduced similar initiatives modelled on the British 
scheme. International diving organizations like PADI, BSAC and SAA have supported and 
assisted the Receiver of Wreck throughout the amnesty.  

An amnesty coupled with a commitment from the authorities to acknowledge and exhibit the 
more historically and archeologically important artefacts recovered, will enrich the awareness 
of our national heritage treasures. Every generation has the duty to protect this heritage and 
to make it accessible for future generations to appreciate and enjoy.  

To sign the petition please visit http://www.petitiononline.com/malta/  it will only take 2 
minutes! 

By The Malta Wreck Amnesty Group 
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SSScccuuubbbaaa   CCCooouuupppllleee   MMMooovvveee   IIInnntttooo   UUUnnndddeeerrrwwwaaattteeerrr    HHHooommmeee   

PONZA, Italy - Black netting over the beds kept them from floating 
away at night.  Their exercise bikes grounded in the sand, just like the 
plastic furniture in their roofless living room, which sported a unique 
view of a sunken row-boat off the Mediterranean coast. 

Welcome to the underwater apartment of two Italian "aquanauts" who 
have accepted and completed the challenge to live under water for 10 

days to gauge the effect on the human body in their watery home.  Organizers were hoping to 
more than double a previous U.S. record of 107 hours living underwater, though that record 
was set in a lake rather than the sea. 

"The basic idea of this expedition was to see whether these divers could stay in the water for 
a longer period," said Luca Revelled, a doctor involved in the project. 

Stefania Mensa, 29, and Stefano Barbaresi, 37, dived off the island of Ponza on Wednesday 
7th September and were constantly watched by television cameras until they surfaced back on 
September the 17th.  Their heart rates and blood oxygen levels were also being monitored. 

"Apart from the scientific side, for me it's an inner search of my limits. Since I was a child I 
dreamt of being underwater and this is a big chance for me to realize this dream," Barbaresi 
said a few minutes before starting his aquanaut experience. 

Although they did not eventually come to surface for 10 days, they were allowed to enter a 
special dry chamber every five hours to eat, change their full-face oxygen masks and attend 
to basic physical needs.  Mensa was gushing with optimism at the start of the experiment, 
saying the plastic chairs on her patio were "very comfortable," even as she struggled to 
wiggle her weightless bottom into the seat. 

The rusty, white chamber where she spent her few dry hours were "very beautiful inside".  
Asked what she missed most, Mensa exclaimed: "The telephone. No, I missed everything a 
bit".  After some thought, she said: "The ground and the air".  

 

CCCooommmeee   &&&   DDDiiivvveee   222000000555   CCCaaammmpppaaaiiigggnnn 

Come & Dive is the BSAC’s new annual campaign developed from the successful Learn to 
Dive campaigns.  Taking place from 26th September – 2nd October 2005, Come & Dive was 
aimed at raising awareness of the BSAC to non-divers, holiday divers and divers who have 
been trained by other agencies.  Our club has taken part in this campaign by organizing a Try 
Dive at Exiles, Sliema in aid of Puttinu Cares earlier this summer.   

CALYPSO SAC – Press release 

There was a good turnout for the Try Dive event organised by the 
Calypso Sub-Aqua Club (Branch 393) which was being held in aid of 
Puttinu Cares - Children's Cancer Support Group.   

Besides raising funds for the charity group the event served also to 
promote the Club.  A staggering 121 people of all ages participated in 
the Try Dive.  The event took place at Exiles Beach in Sliema, Malta, and Environment Rural 
Affairs Minister George Pullicino was there to support the participants who paid a donation for 
a 15 minute underwater exploration. The participants were presented with the BSAC Try Dive 
Pack and certificate. 

The diving equipment was provided by Dive Systems Ltd (BSAC School R 31), while the 
Calypso Sub-Aqua Club provided qualified instructors who accompanied the divers - some of 
them taking the plunge for the first time - for an experience of a lifetime. 

Minister Pullicino praised the organisers for their initiative to support children with cancer as 
well as their parents and family members that while enjoying themselves, the divers were 
helping those in need.  The Calypso Sub-Aqua Club managed to attract 16 new members to 
their fold from this event.  

Read more about Come & Dive 2005 Campaign at: http://www.bsac.org/events/ltd2005.htm 

 

FOREIGN NEWS 
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PPPuuuttt ttt iiinnnuuu   CCCaaarrreeesss      

A presentation was held on the 23rd July at the Wonderland Section in St. Luke’s Hospital in 
order to present the cheque of the money collected during the Try Dive in aid of Puttinu Cares 
that was held on the 29th June.  Mrs Geraldine Sciberras representing Dive Systems and 
Gordin Galea & Winnie Sammut representing Calypso Sub Aqua Club presented the cheque 
to Dr. Calvagna, the representative of Puttinu Cares – Children’s Cancer Support Group.  

   

   

TTTwwwooo   DDDaaayyy   DDDiiivvveee   ---    FFFiii lll fff lllaaa      

On 28th August the Club organised the annual full day boat dive to Filfla.  
Considering that fish life is sometimes rare around the Islet, a good number of 
divers still requested this dive site.  For this dive the club had three boats, 
Sealion 1, Sealion 2 and the slow Birze Queen, to get the 75 divers to Filfla. 

The boats were scheduled to depart from the South Quay, Cirkewwa at 8am, but due to some 
latecomers the boats actually left at 8.30am.  The weather was kind to us so the passage to 
Filfla and back was quite smooth.  On nearing Filfla the divers started to prepare their 
equipment and put on their suits, and as soon as the boats dropped anchor the divers were in 
the water. 

The first dive was at Stork Rock.  Here the current encountered was quite 
strong, which made the dive a little strenuous for some. After the dive, the 
boats shifted to the South East of the Islet. Here the divers had one and a 
half hours to relax and have some food before the second dive. After the 

appropriate surface interval the divers started to kit up again for the second dive. This was 
held on the reef of the Islet. This dive was without any problems as very little current was 
encountered, and the important thing is that the divers had an enjoyable dive. 

The boats left Filfla right after the second dive and arrived at the South Quay, Cirkewwa safe 
and sound late in the afternoon. It was a long day for all but at the end all seemed to have 
enjoyed it. 

By Mario Azzoparid 

   
CCCllleeeaaannn   UUUppp   CCCaaammmpppaaaiiigggnnn   

The last clean up organised by the Pollution Control Response Unit which 
falls under the Ministry of Tourism was held on the 2nd September at 
Sliema.  Afterwards a buffet was organized on the Captain Morgan cruise 
boat, the Atlantis.  The clean up campaigns will be with us again next 
year, hoping for more club member’s participation and help in keeping our 
sea clean.  Thanks again for your support.    

   

MMMaaalll tttaaa   MMMaaarrr iiinnneee   FFFooouuunnndddaaattt iiiooonnn      

The MMF has recently organised a TRY A DIVE at the Exiles in Sliema. The event was a 
huge success and 87 people tried and enjoyed diving underwater for the first time.  The event 
was held on Thursday 8th September, a public holiday, and numerous members of the 
Calypso Sub Aqua Club gave a helping hand together with other volunteers. A special thank 
you goes to the following: 

Mario Gauci  Pier Guido Saliba Roberto De Battista Lynn Magro 
Piero Di Pilato  Etienne Micallef  Dorianne Camilleri Julia Farrugia 
Thomas Farrugia Mark Camilleri  Talia Maggi  Adrian Camenzuli 
Josef Massa  Neil Spiteri  Alex Di Pilato  George Mutnansky 
Mario Azzopardi Emi Farrugia  Louis Sciberras  Peter Lemon 
 
Sponsors: Calypso Sub Aqua club (Malta) 

Dive Systems 
Aquaworld - of Tonio Anastasi 
Diveshack 
Island Beverages - supplied free water     By Martin Vella 

PAST EVENTS REVIEW 
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FFFeeennnkkkaaatttaaa   NNNiiiggghhhttt    

On Friday 7th October, the Club organized a Fenkata Night at Villa Balzan 
the headquarters of the St Gabriel's Band Club, Balzan.  The activity was 
very well attended, and after indulging in the food some of the people who 
attended moved to the courtyard for a drink and 
enjoyed the night in the pleasant atmosphere of the 

majestic Villa Balzan. 

The wine for the Fenkata was provided by Anthony Cassar & Sons Ltd, 
one of the companies of the Marsovin Group, thanks to Mr Henry Cassar.  

A raffle was also held, the prizes being sponsored by Jon Jon Jewellers of Paceville, 
Mirachem Ltd of Birkirkara, Michael Cooper, and Vitel Ltd of San Gwann. 

 

 

Congratulations to the newly Qualified Advance Divers: 

Etienne Micallef  Dorianne Camilleri Pier Guido Saliba 

Congratulations to the new Qualified Sports Divers: 

Aaron Farrugia  Eric Farrugia  Julia Farrugia 
Thomas Farrugia Wendy Scicluna  Leonard Caruana 
Joe Meli  Andrea Meli  Josef Massa 
Neil Said  Johanna Mifsud  Ivan Cachia 
Matthew Sciberras 

Congratulations to the new Qualified Ocean Divers: 

Matthew Schembri Luke Fenech  Daniel Croucher 
Daniel Calleja  Charmaine Galea Triganza 

Welcome to the new members already qualified divers:   

Marco Colazingari Anthony Bonnici  Alex Bartolo  
Noel Xuereb  Pierre Ferrante 

   

 

The following Skill Development Course is planned to be held on the 26th & 27th November. 

 Combined Nitrox Course 

The aim of this course is to develop further your knowledge on different uses of the diving 
gas Nitrox.  This course is available at a reasonable price, so it is up to you to avail yourself 
of this opportunity. The above course is open to BSAC members who are at Sports Divers 
level or higher.  If interested please register your interest with Mario Azzopardi. 

   

   
Congratulations to Keith and Daniela Felice for their newborn baby boy.  Hope this new family 
member will make you more felice (happy).     

   

CCCooorrrrrreeecccttt iiiooonnnsss   fff rrrooommm   ttthhheee   OOOrrraaacccllleee   iiissssssuuueee   nnnooo:::    111333   

Thanks go to the sponsors of the Raffle and the people who prepared food for the barbeque 
that the club organized on the 22nd July at Exiles, Sliema. 

Marsovin Ltd.  La Vallette Wine served during the event and some wine for the raffle 
Jon Jon Jewellers Silverware for the raffle. 
Mirachem Ltd.   Two bottles of wine for the raffle 
Talia Maggi  Prepared food for the event 
Ferdinand Grech Helped chiefs 
Winnie Sammut  Prepared food for the event 
 

MEMBERS SECTION 

CORRECTIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & COURSES 
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